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Jacob entertains his Family with the History of his 
own Life and that of his Fathers'^ Joseph's pri* 
vate Reflections upon it — His first Dream^^Bis 
Brethren's Envy on account of it — JudaKs and 
Simeon's different Reflections upon Joseph's Dream 
— Reuben endeavours to remove their Jealousy — Bel- 
phegor's Resolutions to blow the Flame — Simeon*$ 
Dream inspired by that DeviU^ Joseph's second 
Dream — His Brethren's Resolution to murder him 
— The Patriarch's Care about his Sons — Joseph 
sent to enquire after their Welfare — A Canaanite 
finds him, and invites him to his Tent, where At 
tarries till Morning, and dreams an alarming 
Dream — He departs for Dothan — His Brethren 
consult about putting him to Death — Reuben in* 
terposeth, is exposed to Danger from their Resent* 
ment, and is upbraided with defiling his Father^s 
Bed — Joseph intercedes for his Life in vain-^ 
Recites his last alarming Dream in order to movei 
their Pity — Reuben dissembles with a View to 
divert his Brethren's Purpose, and persuades them 
to cast him into a Pit — Joseph's Prayer in the Pit 
— Jbel the Protomartyr appears to him, comfortt 
and instructs him. 
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BOOK I. 



It was at the end of autumn, when the boun- 
ties of Providence were safely gathered in, 
that venerable Jacob entertained his convened 
family with the history of his own life, and 
the lives of his father Isaac, and Abraham his 
grandfather. A story so full of interesting 
incidents, related in a manner truly pathetic, 
sometimes excited the friendly tear, and at 
others the cheerful smile, upon the coun- 
tenances of his audience. None was more 
affected than pious Joseph, who seemed ear- 
nestly to catch every syllable in the narration; 
little Benjamin, indeed, marking the emotions 
of his brethren's hearts by their counte- 
nances, gave undoubted tokens of filial piety, 
b3 
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Joseph's Reflections 



as well as his elders. Joseph| lovely Rachel-s 
eldest borD, was absorbed in contemplating 
the vicissitudes experienced by his revered 
parent, and conld not forbear sympathising 
with him in every part of the history, whilst 
tears, bright as orient pearls, ran down his 
cheek. Even when alone, he could not but 
Tnminate on the wisdom and goodness of the 
God of heaven, in setting virtuous Jacob 
before Esau the profane; notwithstanding 
nature and Isaac's choice seemed to have de- 
signed otherwise. Says he to himself, when 
alone, ^^Raw and unexperienced as I am, 
young and untaught either in the mysteries 
of religion, or the mazes of deceit among mea 
of this world, I can see a very wide difference 
between my father and my uncle Esau. A 
greater difference there was not between the 
-roughnew of the latter, and the delicacy of 
the former, when examined by experienced 
Isaac's careful touch, than there is between 
their two minds, formed so very different 
from one another. And who made, or could 
make the difference, but God, from whom 
the spuit of life originally came, and who 
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on the Life of his Father. 



formed them both in the same maternal 
womb? I adore thee, O my God, that the 
promise is with my father Jacob.'' Often did 
he reflect, with pleasure and delight, on the 
gracious visits which the patriarch received 
from the Almighty at Bethel and Peniel. 
" Oh," said he, " that this same God, the God 
of my father, may be with me, even as he hath 
been with him ! That this God may be my 
God in the land of the living, and my guide 
and portion for ever and ever/' 

Thus meditating on the changes through 
which Providence had brought his father, and 
•earnestly imploring grace to imitate the patri- 
archal conduct, he was seized by the lulling 
charms of balmy rest, and sunk beneath the 
superiority of the angel of drowsiness. As he 
slept, he dreamed, and lo! all bis brethren and 
be were together in the neighbouring field, 
laborioasly reaping in the nodding harvest; 
when, to his amazement, the sheaf which he 
had last reaped, stood upright in the midst, as 
A governor; and all his bretbrett's sheaves, a« 
JO many loyal subjects, hastened to pay their 
b4 
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The £avy of Joseph's Brethren. 



coarty falling down prostrate before it. tJn- 
acqaainted vrith malice and eavy^ and not 
knowing but bis brethren were as free from it 
as himself, he very innocently told tlvem his 
dream ; but, alas ! the distinguished regard at 
all times shewed him by his indulgent parent, 
had already called up the demons of malice 
and envy to posseiss their unequal hearts* 
They heard with attention, and felt the im- 
pression in their hearts, but could not hinder 
the disagreeable sensation from discovering 
itself on their countenances: so sure an index 
^8 the countenance to the heart. He, as a 
youth who loves instruction, asked them what 
could be the meaning of such a dream. But 
they disguised their apprehensions, and with 
ailTected disdain turned from him, telling hidi 
they understood nothing of the matter. But 
no sooner was he departed from them, than 
they entered into a consultation among them- 
selves, ■ relating to the affair. Judah first 
began. " My brethren," said he, " the dream 
which the youth has related to us, however 
innocent and thoughtless he may be respect-' 
ing the event, appears to me something more 
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The Envy of Joseph's Brethren. 

than the iDfluence of mere imagiDaiioD; and 
if my judgment be not misled^ it is ominous 
of superior dignity in the person of Joseph; 
. or the dominion of his seed oyer the children 
of his father.'* — " For my own part/' returned 
Simeon^ *^ I consider the whole aa the fruit of 
ambition : you know he has been fostered up 
in a vain conceit of himself, by the over* 
weaning fondness of an indulgent and doting 
parent. Seeing himself placed first in the 
paternal affection^ who knows but his pre* 
tended dream is a scheme concerted to root 
himself the deeper in his father's heart, with 
a view to supplant us of the patriarchal bless- 
ingy as our father did our uncle Esau i Or, 
if he really did dream what he has now ref- 
lated, is it not pretty plain from thence, that 
it is owing to his mind running upon the 
wished-for dominion?*' Reuben nowj^oined 
bis brother Simeon thus : *' The patriarefa's 
partiality towards Joseph can never illl^fuiti-^ 
fied, for if brethren are expected to dwell int 
unity, there must be an equality among them'; 
partiality in a parent being the seed of cer^^ 
tain dissensions among His children. Yet we 
B 5 
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The Angel Belpbegor 

ought to do the boy justice, he is truly lovely 
in his person ; even in his opening graces 
you may see all the beauty of his mother 
mingled with the masculine gravity of our re- 
nowned father; besides, his temper is amiable 
and mild, his manners sweet and attractive; 
]et us ndt then load the good man with re- 
proach, even if he should love our brother 
with a superior regard. Our father was put 
before his elder brother, and thereby the pro- 
mise descends to us; let us not then too 
hastily condemn the youth, before we know 
what the Almighty will do with him." 

Thus reasoned the sons of Jacob, whilst 
Belphegor, an angel of the damned race, 
implacable in his hatred against mankind in 
general, and especially against the children 
of the promise, returning from a detestable 
incursion in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, 
drew near and hovered in the air over their 
heads, to acquaint himself with their circum- 
stances, the better to embitter their lot, if not 
precipitate them into ruin. He was a witness 
to the perturbation of Simeon's heart, and 
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excites SimeoD to kill Joseph. 

resolved that the flame already kindled should 

-not die, whilst it was in his power to throw 

K>il upon it. What the malignant spirit 

aimed at, was to excite him to embrue his 

liands in Joseph's youthful blood, as before 

lie had done in that of the Shechemites; 

which^ as he concluded^ 'if executed, would 

answer infernal purposes in divers respects; 

. that it -would bring down the holy patriarch 

with sorrow to the grave; it would bring an 

everlasting reproaci) upon t-he chosen race; 

und h might provoke B just God to visit them 

with some terrible judgment. To accomplish 

this with a greater facility, he resolved to 

impose upon bis senses by a dream; for 

which purpose he watched him in his tent, 

and perceiving him m a deep sleep, he first 

'breathed upon his eyes a hellish damp, that 

diffused darkness and horror through his 

whofle soul. Then directing his views to 

futurity, lie discovered Joseph in a chair of 

state, liitnself and his brethren prostrate be^ ^ 

fore him, entreating mercy at his hand: by 

and by he finds himself bound in fetters, id 

the ^presence of his brethren, and cast intor . 

B6 
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Joseph's second Dream. 



duDgeoD ; now he sees his own seed, the 
drudging menials of the seed of Joseph. Tbe 
name of Joseph is extojled to the heavens, 
and thos^e of his brethren mentioned bat wiih 
coolness^ and some of them, particularly his 
own, with abhorrence. Withal he saw the 
behaviour of Joseph's children to be haughty 
and tyrannical to their enslaved brethren. So 
did the parent of error mislead his judgment, 
by the delusion of a hell-i|)spired dream. 
3iaieon awoke in the morning, and addre3ed 
himself to bis pastoral car^, following the 
fleecy race as they cropped the verdant her- 
bage; but a sullen pensiveness was settled on 
bis countenance, the cause of which he cbos^ 
not yet to reveal. 

In the mean while Joseph grew in stature, 
in the affection of bis father, and the. fear of 
bis God. And ere long he dreamed agaiq a 
dream of the same import with the former. He 
fancied himself in a pleasant meadow, covered 
with the freshest verdure, bespangled with 
^e many-poloured stains of natural dye; the 
lion, the leopard, and panther^ were hid in 
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Joseph's second Dream. 

silence in their lonesome retreats; their noc- 
turnal prowlings in the desert were suspended, 
and only the voice of the nightingale was 
heard. As he walked aloqg^ admiring the 
beauties of nature^ and adoring the Supreme 
Creator, he perceived an uncommon motion 
among the celestial spheres; the sun, the 
moon, and the eleven stars, flew swiftly frooa 
their orbits, and came and made obeisance to 
bim. The next day, after evening oblations 
were offered up, and Jacob's faoiily convened 
to supper, such as the simplicity of those days 
admitted of, unsuspecting Joseph told bis 
dream before them all. His father heard witb 
thoughtful attention^ yet deemed it prudent 
to conceal, for the present, bis thoughts, not 
knowing what envy it migbt excite among his 
brethren; and therefore gave him a slight 
rebuke, by saying, '* Shall I and thy motbier 
and thy brethren jndeed come to bow dpwi| 
ourselves to thee, to the earth ?" The dream 
and interpretation of it bad. both t)»k?n posses- 
sion of the patriarch's mind, and, notwith-r 
standing his reproof to Joseph, he pon4ere(| 
it in bis heart, and considered it a^ divinely 
inspired, poileuding som^ important ^v^ut. 
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.,. ^\. ^Joseph's Brethren resolve to marder him. 



1 



. It was quite otherwise with Joseph's bre- 
thren : this last brought the former drearii 
afresh into their minds, and they began to 
fancy themselves as almost in servitude to 
their brother already. The repetition of the 
dream increased their en^, and alarmed their 
apprehensions ; especially when Simeon, who 
had concealed his dream antii now, had re- 
lated it tp them. They considered the whole 
as fixed by fate, and saw but one way to 
prevent the execution of the decree; and that 
was (horrid to name) to cut short his period 
of life ; as if there had not been blood enough 
already upon their guilty souls. Strange in- 
deed, that the parents of the chosen seed 
should be found contending with their God, 
and striving to prevent the execution of his 
purposes! How unsearchable are the ways 
of the Most High ! and his judgments past 
finding out r 

They now departed to their rural employ- 
ments, first to Shechem, where the herbage 
was soon devoured, and from thence to Do- 
tfaao, where there was plenty of grass, and 
•belter for their cattle. Unfurnished with 



•t.^ ■ ■ ■ ^k— I 



THE LIFE OF JOSEPH. 15 



Joseph sent to enqaire after his Brethren. 

that dutiful regard due to so good a father, 
their departure was concealed from him ; 
whether from thoughtlessness^ or with a view 
to fiod occasion to destroy Joseph, I pretend 
not to say: but their absence filled the patri- 
arch's mind with solicitous concern for their 
welfare; wherefore he resolved to send his 
beloved Joseph in quest of them» to learn 
their situation. In the mean while, being 
arrived in Dothan, they consult together what 
methods to take to 'prevent the grandeur of 
their detested brother, and his death was de- 
termined on by the majority. Thus sin at 
first discovered itself to be exceeding sinful 
by the horrid act of fratricide, and now the 
issue of this counsel was, that brethren should 
shed their brother's blood, and that without 
so much as the allegation of guilt against 
him. 

« 

Joseph was dispatched by his father to 
enquire after the heahh of his brethren, a task 
which was extremely agreeable to a mind like 
his, formed to offices of benevolence. First 
he went to Shechem, where he expected to 
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A Canaanite meets with Joseph, 



have found them; but^ instead of them, he 
met with a stranger, who, seeing a comely 
young man wandering, in the fields,' drew wear 
and thus accosted him": ^' Young man, if I 
mistake not, you are a stranger in these parts, 
wandering in quest of some desired object; 
I am a native of this country, and if you will 
be pleased to command me, I am ready to 
serve you to the utmost of my power. It is 
the will of heaven that we should not be 
neglectful of strangers, but perform all offices 
of good-will towards them; and we find our 
iaccount in obeying the precefpt, for the God 
of heaven is the guardian of strangers." 
Joseph, afifected with the good-will of this 
stranger, meekly replied, "My friend, for 
Buch your sentiments bespeak you, I am here 
at this time in search of my brethren, who 
should be feeding their flocks near to this 
place; I shall take it kind if you can inform 
me whereabouts they are."—" If, replied the 
stranger, you mean the ten sons of Israel, the 
Hebrew,' I can help you in this matter, for it 
is bat three days since I was with them upon 
business; when finding the adjacent pastures 



THE LIFE OP JOSEPH. 



and iovitcyi bim to bis T«nt. 



consumed ky their numerous flocks^ I heard 
tbem conclude upon going to Dothao, where 
the earth produceth herbage, in the rtchesi 
luxuriance. If you are brother to these god- 
like shepherds, lei me prevail with you to 
refresh yourself in my tent^ which is at no 
great distance; and in the morning, as soon 
as the cheerful sun illumines our horizon^ you 
shall depart in peace." 

The day being far advanced, and the sable 
evening drawing ne^r, our youthful hero ac- 
cepted of the kind invitation, and slept in the 
tent of the Canaanite. Retiring to rest, his 
dreams came into his mind; earnestly he 
wished for the interpretation of them; but 
amidst his contemplations he fell asleep^ and 
dreamed one of a very different nature. He 
fancied himself wandering in an unknown 
field, amidst the nocturnal gloom : sun, moon^ 
and stars having bid their radiance in the 
density of the atmosphere. Pensive and 
melancholy, he wandered with painful steps, 
he knew not whither. No voice was heard 
but that of beasts of prey, upon their 
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Joseph dreams ao alaiming Dream. 

nightjy ravages; th^ growling of the lion, 
and hooting of the bird of darkness, were 
the only music . that sainted his ear. Ere 
he was aware, he fell into a horrible pit, 
inhabited by hissing snakes, and other deadly 
reptiles: and in the fall, his many-coloared 
coat was torn piecemeal, and hung upon the 
bushes over him. He had but just reached 
the bottom, when two monstrous adders 
warped themselves about his legs, which 
frighted him so that he awoke, and rejoiced 
that it was but a dream. Some benevolent 
spirit of the ethereal race, having heard the 
malevolent consultations of his brethren, 
might take this method of apprising him of 
some danger near at hand, that he might 
guard himself agafinst their bloody designs. 
But Joseph's friendly heart was incapable of 
suspicion. He would have deemed it a crime 
in him never \o be forgiven, to have enter- 
tained, but for a moment, the least jealousy of 
their humanity. — Had integrity and upright- 
ness equally governed the rest of thy sons, O 
Jacob ! what scenes of sorrow wouldst thou 
bave escaped, and how gently would time 
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Reoben inlerposes for Joseph. 



have conducted thee through the decline of 
life. 

The reverse of Joseph's disposition was 
theirs^ for the moment they saw him afar off, 
they renewed their determination against him 
to destroy him, and by one bold stroke to free 
themselves from the fear of his future ad- 
vancement. ^^ According to our wish/' cried 
enraptured Levi, "he comes." — *' Behold, this 
dreamer cometh !" returned Simeon ; "now is 
the time, brethren ; let us put him to death, 
and see what will become of his dreams." — 
** Not so," replied Reuben ; " how shall we 
who have the adoption and covenant, we who 
are the seed of the promise, be guilty of fratri- 
cide ? What, shall we who are called to lift 
Dp holy hands, and to offer pure oblations to 
the God of heaven, stain our souls with the 
hlood of an innocent brother? Remember, 
brethren, the blood of Abel cried from the 
earth to the Lord, to whom vengeance be- 
longs; and will not the blood of Joseph 
rouse the wrath of the Omnipotent? And 
who shall escape when an avenging God pur- 
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Reaben interposes for Joseph. 

spethf Is our father partial in favour of the 
youth ? the fault is not with him. Even envy 
itself must confess his merit. Are his dreams 
ominous of his future greatness ? Can,not 
Joseph be great without our being slaves to 
him? Shall we slay our brother for the 
licentious roving^ of unbridled imagination? 
Who can answer for dreams f Could we even 
co.nvict him of ambition, might not bis youth 
and inexperience in some measure plead his 
excuse? Further experience, growing ac- 
quaintance with men and things, would teach 
him that man is not originally designed for 
slavery. Let the old man our father plead for 
bis Joseph. His life is wrapt up in that of 
his child. And will you dare to murder the 
father in the son, and pierce his heart through 
the blood of his Joseph ? Think of our fa- 
ther, my brethren; see him weeping a de- 
tested life away over his murdered son; 
murdered by the begotten of his father; 
murdered by the very men in whom he con- 
fided without reserve. Let the fear of God, 
and the love due to so venerable a father, be 
advocates for his helpless youth : and let me 
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Renbco apbraided by his Brettann. 



mever see the evil that shall by this villanoos 
barbarity be brought upon Israel^ the favov^' 
rite of heaven/' 

'Ms this Reuben?" with malicious irony 
cried Levi; "Reuben the firstborn of Jacob? 
The pious Reuben, who in a frenzy df brutal 
lust crept into his father's bed> and defiled it? 
Where was thy fear of God, thy loVe and 
reneration for thy father then ? Art thou otir 
dictator ? Thou, who couldst not spare even 
tby father's mf^, all of a sudden become so 
pious i Art thou so careful for thy father's 
life,' thou who alone badst audacity to dis- 
honour him? Let shame for ever shut Reu- 
ben's mouth, and leave it to good men to be 
advocates foi virtue," 

"Youi' invective, my brother," said Reu- 
ben, "stings me with the keenest remorse. I 
own the charge to be just, and cannot forget 
the evil of my sin. I have dishonoured my 
God, my father, and myself; and have left 
Ihereby an indelible stain on my oifspring, to 
the latest generation. But the heavy days, 
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Re«ben*8 Contritton for his Sid. 

aod the many sleepless nights^ that this foul 
miscarriage has cost me, though they can 
never extenuate my highly aggravated guilt 
from before the God of Jacob, might, in some 
measure, exempt me from the upbraidings of 
my brethren. Believa me, Levi, my owa 
coDscieoce serves as a thousand reprovers, 
and needs not your cruel assistance. Yet it is 
just, my brother, and I cannot resent it. 
But my former impiety is indeed the reason 
wherefore I cannot fall into your bloody 
measures. My conscience, too, loudly telk 
me that I have guilt enough upon my soul 
already, without contracting more in such a 
horrid manner as this, which Simeon has 
prescribed; that I have already been the 
cause of more than enough of sorrow to my 
dear and honoured father, without joining ia 
the murder of his son, to bring down his 
i^tenerable hoary head with insupportable 
sorrow 'to the grave. He, whose conscience 
groans under the weight of incestuous adul- 
tery, has little need to add to the burden 
the tremendous weight of innocent blood. I 
cannot therefore consent to the deed.^ 
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Reuben threatened by hit Brethren. 

''The indelible stain which Reuben, by his 
own confession, hath fixed on himself and 
offspring, may reconcile the baseness of his 
mind to slavery/' said Simeon ; ''but por seed 
IS free, and not born to servitude. Therefore 
Joseph, by my advice, shall die. If pious 
and reformed Reuben will not consent to his 
death, he dies along with him. Why should 
he live to be able to accuse us to bur father? 
One condition and only one, if you are all 
agreed, I would have offered to Reuben ; if 
be agrees to that, he lives, and if not, he and 
Joseph die together; for he shall never be the 
publisher of our guilt. Let Reuben become 
our accomplice, otherwise bind himself by 
an oath to the most inviolable secrecy. By 
this alone can he hope to prolong his life. 
Speak, Reuben; do you accept the con- 
ditions V' 

•■ 'V 

" Give me till to-morrow about this time 

to consider of it, and then you shall have my 

answer," replied 'Jacob's elder born. "One 

hour and no more we grant, at which, time 
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Jiiiepb seized by Ins Bitthreri. 

we expect yoor answer/' rcfjoined the brethren 
in wickedoess. 



By ibis time Joseph came nigh to bis bre-' 
tfareii, and smiling with delight At having 
foand them all together, cauflre near to em-* 
brace them, and enquire after their health. 
Bdt what inexpressible surprise seized him, 
when instead of returning his caresses, they 
tamed away from him, and shook him off> 
with veng^anee lowering on their c6uiite->^ 
nances ! Instantly he is sei&sed, sfript of bis 
ricih party-coloured coat, and feltiered both 
ha«<h and feet. Alarmed Reuben cried, 
^Stop, stay your batid but one hoor, the 
hdiir promised, and ye shall then haVe my 
answer." All agreed that one' houi^ and no 
more should be granted, ere Joseph was put 
to death; and Reuben casting a look of 
despair and pity on his fettered brother; " I 
wish," said he, "your duty to your father, and 
Ipve 'to your brethren, could have admitted- 
jabif staying at home, instead of visiting these 
who are bent upon your destruction/' 
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Joseph addresses bis Brethren. 

So saying, he precipitately withdrew to coa* 
sider what aoswer be should delitqr to bi| 
brethren; 

The elder brother gone, and Joseph en- 
closed amidst his sanguinary brethren, like a 
helpless lamb amongst so many voracioos 
wolves, was thus addressed by one of them : 
'' Ambitious youth ! think now of your state; 
one hour elapsed and the tide of your am- 
bition is for ever stemmed ; one hour puts a 
period to your life, which is forfeited to ovmt 
liberty. Die you must and shall, if fate had 
decreed the contrary." He replied, '^ Had I 
known the malignity of your intentions, I 
might have avoided the snare; but duty to 
my father, and to my brethren, and therefore 
duty to my God, brings me here; if he hath 
led me hither for slaughter, I ought, I must 
submit ; but if my God sees it for the honour 
of his majesty to preserve me, he hath power 
to change your purposes, as he turns the 
rivers of waters; or may point out means 
whereby I may be delivered from your ven* 

6 14 Gr^-^^-/f.^t <^ 
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geance. Tell me what I have done ; wherein 
I have ofiended you: if I have erred^ it is 
UDwittiDgly, and it is hard to be put to death 
for inadvertency. Make known my faults, 
and if I reform them not, let loose your fury 
upon me. But I adjure you by the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that ye slay me 
not unconvicted. If I «have wronged any of 
you, I am willing to make restitution to the 
utmost; if I have offended, to submit myself, 
and to implore forgiveness ; but, oh, cut me 
not off in my youth, before I arrive at the 
state of manhood/' — ^''Yes, youngster," re- 
plied Simeon, ''you have wronged us so that 
you cannot make restitution. You have 
stolen the affections of a partial father, which 
you cannot restore; you have set yourself up 
by your pretended dreams, as our lord and 
governor ; you have made us and our chil- 
dren, yea, and our father himself, to do 
homage to your pride ; but we shall soon see 
what your greatness will come to. You shall 
not live to triumph over your enslaved bre- 
thren ; die you must/' 
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''Alas! must I then die for my dreams? 
Which of jrou has the goveroment of hii 
fancy whilst asleep i O Simeon ! my bro- 
ther Simeon ! could I help my dreams ? I 
little thought that they would have givea 
offence to any of you, when I innocently re- 
lated them. I want no superiority ; I account 
myself unworthy even of equal regard, much 
more so of superior esteem. If my father 
shews any partiality towards me, is is for my 
mother's sake, and not for any thing in me. 
And must I die for any little partiality in my 
father? Make the case your own, my dear 
Simeon ; would you like to be put to death 
for any rovings of your dreaming imagina- 
tion? To be murdered in cold blood for 
what you could not possibly help ? If I must 
die for having dreamed a dream, which you 
think portends felicity and greatness, give me 
leave to relate to you one that I dreamed last 
night : if the former excited your anger and 
resentnaent, the latter may as justly entitle hie 
to your compassion and sympathy/' Leave 
obtained; t»t related the dream he had in the 
tejdt of diejCanaaDite, which his brethren 
c 2 
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heard with rising iodignation ; and as toon aa 
he had finished, Simeon spoke to" bis brethren, 
with fury flashing from bis eyes : " This dream 
IS an artfol contrivance of the insolent wretch 
to fix a. lasting reproach upon ns, and upon 
our seed. We, my brethren, are intended by 
the deadly serpents: perhaps I .myself am 
Itieant by one of the adders that warped them- 
selves about his legs, and awakened him in 
Sttch a fright :. but why do we suffer him to* 
prate any longer? One stroke of my scimitar 
will put an end to his insolence. Ambitious 
wretch! thou shalt prate no more/' Here 
he drew his sword, and rushed ap to have 
cloven the stripling in twain, but Judah 
caught him in his arms, and cried, " Stop, 
stop, my Simeon ! remember the promise we 
have just now made to Reuben; wait the 
lime, and let ns see what resolution he 
comes to." 

'^O Judah!" cried Joseph, '^ Judah, my 
honoured brother; ihou art he whom thy 
brethren shall praise. May I hope to find an 
iateiccessor in thee? What if thy son^^.either 
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Joseph intercedes fur his life. 

Er or OoaDy were ia the same coDditioa in 
which thou seeat me i How would thy bowels 
ye^m over them! See their distress in mine! 
feel my father's affliction in tbioe own : act a 
faithful part in deliveriug me from mine en- 
raged brethreMy who are this day risen up 
against me without a cause. O Judah» let 
me owe my life, and all the happiness of it, to 
a brother so honourable in the house of hi^ 
father. And you, O Simeon and Levi, think^ 
think of the guilt ye will bring upon your- 
selves, by perpetrating a deed so horrid. Ye 
may escape punishment from the hand of 
man, but assure yourselves ye will not escape 
from the hand of God; for judgment is his^ 
and he wiJl repay it either in this life, or that 
which is to come.'' 

Thus Joseph interceded for a life now In- 
deed rendered wretched by the unkind be* 
haviour of his father's sons, more out of 
desire to dissuade them from contracting fresh 
guilt, than from any dread that he had of 
death, or what should follow after it ; whilst 
Reuben retired behind a neighbouring thicket, 
c 3 
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to poor OQt the bitterDess of his soul before 
God, and pny to be directed what part he 
should act in the present intqaitoas affair. 
*' How shall I act?** said he: "if I consent, 
I bring guilt upon my own soul, and add 
murder to my incest. If I do not consent, 
my life is forfeited to the jealousy of my 
brethren, who never will be easy whilst I am 
alive, let me be tied to secrecy by what oath 
soeven Surrounded by evils, prudence die* 
tates to choose the least, that thereby we may 
escape the greater. I must at all events en- 
deavour to save the boy's life; in order to 
which I must consent to his death, and may 
perhaps win so far upon his enemies, as to 
leave the manner of his death to me.'' His 
heart was divided between the thoughts of 
his own safety and Joseph's ; the sorrow 
which he foresaw ready to fall upon his aged 
father, and the guilt just about to be con- 
tracted by his brethren : but still he steadily 
determined to use his best endeavours for the 
safety of the youth. With this resolution, 
although 'dissembled, he returned to the rest, 
ieemingly with a placid countenance^ and 



THE LIFE OF JOSEPH. 31 

Joseph is cast into a Plt^ 

thas addressed them : '^ My brethren, I am 
now ready to concur with your measures, and 
even to be active therein, upon one small 
condition being granted me; which is, that 
instead of shedding of his blood, we confine 
bim till death in yonder pit, on the other side 
of the pasture.** — "Agreed," replied his bre- 
thren; "so that he dies, no matter how. 
And hereby Reuben makes hjmself not only 
an accomplice, but a principal actor in ttfe 
triEigedy. Away with him to the pit, and there 
kt the sun, moon, and stars, pay their eourji 
to him as their governor.** 

At this instant they hurried him away to 
the proposed pit, whilst he in anguish of heart 
summoned them all to meet him hereafter 
before the judgment seat of the King of kings, 
where he assured them he should have justice 
done him. This appeal he designed as a 
means of conviction, whereby his brethren 
might be brought to repentance, that their 
sins might be blotted out, when times of re- 
freshing should come from the presence of 
the Lord. 

c 4 
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Joseph DOW let down* into the pit, Reuben 
rejoiced in hope of haviDg it in his power to 
deliver him safe the ensai'og night to his j^ood 
old father, whose heart, he knew, must pant 
With painfal anxiety till his return. Having 
determined upon this salutary project, he ][^ft 
Bim there, and went to dispatch some pastoral 
business among the menial herdsmen, at a 
difierent part of the wilderness, proposing ere 
long to return. In the mean while, Joseph 
having nothing but death to expeetj fmcl 
hardly even desiring any thing else, lifted up 
his soul in fervent prayer to the God of his 
salvation. "Thou God,'* he cried, ''whose 
|nresence fills immensity itself, whb^e eyes see, 
alid whose eyelids try the actions and hearts 
of men; thou mndt of neceddity be present 
here, and witness to all my treatment from 
iny brethren. So far as the appointment is 
thine, I desire cheerfully to submit to it, and 
own thy conduct just, as t have deserved a 
thousand deaths ere now. But, Lord, my 
brethren's motives differ from thine, as fi^ as 
east from west; for envy do they now rise up 
against me. Here I am, in all appearance 
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shut op for certain death. My God, let not 
my blood be charged upon the sods of ray 
father. My God, forgive their iniquity; 
And, O Lord, do thou support my aged fa- 
ther ttoder the pangs of sor|»w which he will 
firom his paternal fondness necessarily feeL 
Support him, O my God, and gite him to 
bear his affliction in my loss, becoming tht 
parent of the chosen race. Here I am, thou 
God of heaven and earth. I must die if thou 
interpose^t not. If death is designed for me, 
help me to bear it with humble resignation ; 
but. Lord, if thou pleases t to prolong a life 
altogether insignificant, thou hast the means 
in thine own hand. Use them as Will be most 
for thy glory." Here he was surprised by an 
uncommon radiance, which diffused itself 
through the place. A splendour which over- 
came him with the sweetest sensation, and 
gave his enraptured soul a large taste of ^ 
ethereal felicity. The amazing brightness a 
little diminished, so far as to enable mortal 
eyes to endure it, there stood a blooming 
youth confest to his yiew. The instant the 
celestial viiitaut discovered himself, he thus . 
c5 
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accosted the son of Jacob : ^* I am seat by 
my God and thine^ I am sent to inform thee, 
that he is well acquainted with all thy afflic- 
tions, and perfectly knows thy present dis- 
tress. Not Jehfvah only, but the hosts of 
^eaven in general are witnesses of thy misery. 
The celestial legions bowed over the brow of 
heaven, and beheld the baleful deed, with as 
much uneasiness and fearful apprehension^ for 
thee, as celestial spirits are 'capable of, till the 
purpose of the Eternal was revealed. But 
this calmed every mind, and the sovereign 
will of thy God reconciled in an insta&t the 
will of myriads. I am Abel the protomartyr. 
I fell, my Joseph, by the hand of my brother 
Cain, and the day of my fall was the day of 
my exaltation. O Joseph, did you but know 
the joys prepared for those that love the 
Lord, you would not wish to prolong life a 
moment. But your time is not come. You 
are designed to foster infant Israel under the 
bbadow of your wings. Yon must be sold 
ima Egypt to govern that fertile land, and 
pirovtde tosteoance for the seed of the pro- 
iniie. Even to*day you must be gone, for 
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thy God makes use of thy brethren's jealousy 
for this very purpose. Only remember, that 
when thou art in Egypt thou wilt be tempted ; 
but keep it ever in thy mind that the God of 
the Hebrews sent thee thither. There shall 
thy brethren bow down to thee. - There shalt 
thou embrace thy father, and there shall 
Benjamin fall upon thy neck, and shed the 
fraternal tear. Be not careful about thy 
father's affliction. Leave him to his God, 
he shall be supported and brought through. 
When the day is thine, think well of thy 
brother Reuben, he had (bee here purposely 
to deliver thee, but he must see thee no more, 
till you meet in the court of Pharaoh. I 
leave thee, Joseph ; the peace of God go with 
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Absorbed ia thought the son of Israel 
lay, after the heavenly vision was departed^ 
when Jodab came to the brim of the pit, and 
calling Joseph by name, let down a rope 
which he ordered him to tie about his body 
below his arms; then he and his brethren 
drew him out of the pit, and led him to a 
numerous caravan of merchants, going from 
Gilead to Egypt, with myrrh, balm, and 
spicery. Confident in the word of the hea- 
venly messenger, he ascended out of the pit, 
dreading no evil, and suffered himself to be 
sold to Alvah, the chief of the company, for 
twenty pieces of silver. The youthful beauty 
and mature understanding of onr hero, equally 
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Reobeo'i Despair at missing Joseph. 

conspired to endear him to his master^ who 
soon employed him in the government of his 
camels, with whom we leave him whilst we 
follow Reoben from the distant field to the 
pit. " Joseph, my brother Joseph/* he cried ; 
but Joseph made no answer: he repeated 
the doleful invitation, but still no voice was 
heard. He rent his garments, tore his hair, 
and roamed about the brink of the pit in the 
greatest anguish of soul, almost resolving to 
throw himself into it, and die with his lost 
brother. At last, having spent himself to no 
purpose, he called Joseph's last dream to 
remembrance, and dreaded its being literally 
fulfilled. Then he thought again, can my 
brethren have treacherously murdered him in 
the absence of his friend i ** O false and 
dreadful brethren ! cruel and bloody men ! to 
shed the blood of the innocent, contrary to 
wltain contract." Racked with despair and 
gldwing resentment, he reasoned within him- 
iielf, whether it were not best to rush iipon 
brethren and plunge his dagger in each of 
hearts^ one by one, till he himself should 
apon the points of their swords. In 
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Reuben's Despair at drissing Joseph. 

one minute be was fully bent upon tbe bloody 
purpose, in the next, the horrors of an agoniz- 
ing parent expiring over his murdered family 
pierced him to the h^art. Then he cried, " O 
my father, my father, how wretchedly am I 
deceived ! I thought to have been happy in 
making some atonement for my past guih, by 
delivering thy darling from his murderous 
brethren, and restoring him safe to thy fond 
embrace. Bot| ah ! I am deceived. Joseph 
is lost, irretrievably lost. And what sorrows 
will wrikig the heart of my parent, when he 
learM that Joseph is no more ! O my Joseph, 
gladly would I revenge thy blood npon thy 
murderers. But, alas ! the loss of one iB more 
than enough for a tender parent to bear. 
How would his aged heart sink under tbe 
carnage which this arm would make, should 
I give scope to my just revenge! But, O 
my father, my father, for thy sake I live, 
and leave it to God to avenge the death 
of thy son.'' So saying, he went up to bis 
brethren, grief and resentment sparkling in 
bis eyes. 
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Reuben chaiges his Brethren with Joseph's 1>eath. 

"False men, where is the lad? Where is 
Joseph? Could you not withhold your 
bloody haod from him for one night, that 
the unhappy youth might have had time to 
pour out his heart unto his God i But, alas ! 
he IS gone. And I, whither shall I fly ? 
How shall I answer to his father for his 
untimely death? What agonies must the 
good man feel, when he hears that Joseph is 
no more ! O my father ! O Joseph ! my poor 
Joseph." So saying, his over-swelled heart 
broke forth in gushing sorrow, which trickled 
down his manly cheeks like crystal waters 
from the diamond rock. But surely never 
did tears better become the masculine coun- 
tenance than now ! Such was the anguish of 
Reuben's spirit, that, like a contagion, his 
grief reached the hearts of his brethren ; and 
even Simeon himself felt, for a moment, 
something like remorse. A solemn silence 
reigned in the whole assembly. 

Judah at last broke through the gloom 
that covered them, and addressed Reuben ; 
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'' My brother, permit jour sorrow to subside^ 
suffer your reason to supersede your passioo, 
and coolly hear what I have to offer. I am 
now thoroughly convinced, that what we have 
done is wrong, notwithstanding Joseph is 
yet alive." Reuben quickly replied, " If he 
lives, let me set my eyes upon him, that my 
heart may be at rest." — ** Alas," said Judah, 
^'though he lives, I cannot present him to 
you; for I, even I, to save his life, advised 
to sell him to' some Midmnitish merchants, 
who passed by here in your absence. This is 
done, and cannot be undone, or it should. 
And I am now more convinced than ever, that 
he will live to see his dreams fulfilled, and his 
brethren to bow down unto him. Yes, my 
brethren, his last night's dream has been 
«mply verified, for it may be truly said, he 
fell into a pit of serpents, ^ven in the house 
of his father. I feel within me some monitor 
telling me, that God, who weighs the actions 
of men in an even balance, will visit and 
punish my having concurred in separating 
Joseph from his father and brethren, by the 
judicial death of my own children. Oh, that 
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it were done again, and that we had it in pur 
power to restore hjia to bis father !*' 

All the brethren heartily concurred in 
Judab's sentiments, Simeon alone excepted. 
For bis part, be said^ all that he grieved 
afe was, that tkey had suffered him to escape, 
and leave him within the possibility of supe- 
riority« ''When we bad him/ said, he, "it 
was madness to kt bin gpo.*' — ^' I would not 
for the world/' said the rest of his brethreOf 
'^ Simeon, that it had been as you would have 
wi«faed it." But Reuben flew from his place 
like lightnings and would instantly have killed 
Simeon; but that Naphtali, who perceived 
from bis countenance the effect that Simeon's 
sanguinary speech had made upon bis heart, . 
arose with the swiftness of a hind, caught bis 
elder brother by the arm, and begged for 
Jacob's, sake that be would moderate bia 
piission. Again composed, the brethren con-> 
Bult how they may strive to regain tbeir lost 
brother* It was jBgreed to send out messen- 
gers early in the morning, to over^ke the 
Isbmaelites, to offer to Alvah the price gitea 
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for Joseph^ aod as mach more as might pro- 
cuire his release. This agreed upon, and 
messengers appointed for the negotiatiob, 
they all retired to rest, every one with bis 
servants to his separate tent. Reuben was 
just laid down^ and striving to compose him- 
self to rest, when a dazzling glory shone 
through alLthe tent^ and a voice more than 
human called him by name : ** Reuben^ 
Reuben, firstborn of Israel, hear my words, 
and attend unto my speech. You mourn for 
Joseph, and not without cause, considering 
the occasion of bis exile. But know this^ 
that be is the peculiar care of his God, who 
is with him wherever he goes, and who will 
make whatever he does to prosper. He shall 
^d a friend, a father, and brethren, in a 
atrapge land, where he shall dwell securely, 
till his brethren, unknown to themselves, shall 
bow down unto him with the humblest sup- 
plications : for Joseph shall be found. Thine 
arms shall yet embrace him, Reuben ; , and 
the whole world shall know him as the 
nursing father of the chosen race. Mean- 
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while, secure thine oWn life, Reuben, by con- 
cealing the matter from hoary Israeli lest the 
rage of thy brethren mix thee untimely with 
the dust ; for some of them are old in blood- 
. shed, and shudder not at human carnage. 
Observe my words, and all shall be well." 

As i^hcebus approached the north-east 
verge of this dusky world, and fair Aurora 
purpled the sky, the messengers set out by 
different ways to ov^take the caravan ; they 
roamed through howling wastes and dandy 
deserts to no purpose, till spent with the 
fatigue of the day, they returned faint and 
weary, on the ensuing night, to their brethren 
at Dothan. Every countenance discovered 
disgust and sorrow ; even Simeon could have 
wished for Joseph's return. Reuben alone 
maintained a placid countenance, to the sur- 
prise of all his brethren, who saw his rage 
.^iltid despair so suddenly turned into calm 
serenity. He said, *^Come, my brethren, let 
US leave off caring for Joseph. The pions 
youth is the care of his God, who will never 
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forsake the oeedy in their affliction. Let us 
concert some measures to support our good 
old father under the heavy weight of afflic- 
tion just falling upon his venerable head. 
O Jacob ! revered old man^ my heart bleeds 
for thee. A tide of sorrow will soon over* 
whelm thee. But thou hast the promise, and 
thy God is thine. May he indeed be near 
to thee V 

** Matters being as they arc/* said Ashei^ 
*' I hold it good that we kill a kid> or a lamb^ 
take Joseph's many-coloured coat, rend it in 
divers places, and smear it with the blood of 
the slain beast, and send it to ou)r father, who 
I will naturally conclude that some hungry 
lion has devoured him, and we his sons shall 
be freed from all suspicion^ We are neces- 
sitated either to confess the fact, or cover it 
over with dissimulation. If we do the former, 
we draw down the curse of our father upon 
us, and there is at least a strong probability, 
that by the latter we shall retain his love and 
confidence i though, God knows, we little de- 
serve it." 
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The a4vice given by Asber was immediaielj 
approved^ and. Simeon and Levi were ap- 
pointed the messengers to carry the coat unto 
Jacob, all the rest being unable to bear the 
sorrow of their parent upon this mournful 
occasion. How nearly allied is one sin to 
another! The sons of Jacob have now no 
covering for their infamy, but lying and dis- 
simulation. " Welcome, my sons, welcomej 
Simeon and Levi," says the tender patriarch, 
Vhaw do all your brethren, my children, and 
how does Joseph ?"^— " Our brethren, Sir, are 
all well, but as for Joseph, we have seen 
nothing of him."-7-** Seen nothing of him !'* 
replied he : '' these five days are gone since I 
«ent bim forth to visit his brethren, and 
enquire after your health. I pray God tha^ 
my fears may be groundless. Oh, that no 
harm may have befallen my boy!" — "We 
would hope for the best. Sir; and yet we are 
not without fear about him ourselves," said 
they, '^seeing he is not at home. As we 
came along through the wilcjkrness, we found 
a coat that somewhat nesembles our brother's ; 
but you will better judge of it when you see 
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Jacob's Grief at lofting Joseph: 

^ it. This^ Sir, is the coat we fouDd ; see no\r 
whether it be thy son's coat or not/' — "Ah!' 
it is my son's coat indeed. Without donbc 
Joseph is torn to pieces." He said^ and the 
blood receding from his countenance, he sunk 
down into the chair,. and coold not for a long 
time be recovered from his fit. The house- 
hold was alarmed. Benjamin and all his 
daughters fiew to his assistance, and the 
general cry was, ^O oar father! onr father! 
our good father is dying.'* Dinah flew about> 
his tent, tearing her hair in the utmost dis- 
traction, crying^ "O my father, my father, 
would to God I had died in thy stead. What 
shall thy daughter, thy friendless Dinah, do 
now i A dishonour to her race ; now turned 
out into an inhospitable world, without the 
protection of a father. Wretched Dinah! 
Better thou hadst never been born ! Cursedf^^ 
be the son of Hamon Cursed be he that 
glories in the destruction of a virgin.'^ One 
of the female train chafed his withered limbs, 
another rubbed hi^ temples with odoiurs, tiU 
at last life began to. return. Fetdiing a 
deep sigh, his eyes wildly rolling, he asked, 
a 15 . D 
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'* Where am I ? What has been the matter, 
my daughters? Why have ye disturbed me? 
I am DOW awakened from the soundest sleep 
that I ever fell iuto* My Dinah, where is 
she? Tell me, my girl, what ails thee? I 
am thy father, Dinah ; come near, my love, 
and let me embrace thee. Bid Joseph to 
come speedily, I want to see him. Ay, now 
I have hit the sore. Joseph is gone, Dinah ! 
Joseph is rent to pieces. Bring that bloody 
coat. That coat, Benjamin, is thy brother 
Joseph's. He wears it no more. Some of 
that voracious army, wherewithal God hath 
plagued sinful man, hath torn him in pieces 
and devoured him. O my Joseph! my 
Joseph ! had I a thousand lives, I would 
have giyen them all to have redeemed thee 
from death. But thou art gone, my son, for 
ever ^one from the land of light, and I shall 
soon follow thee into that of darkness. I 
come, my son. I follow thee. I soon shall 
join thee in the land afar off. Hasten ^thy 
pace, thou tardy executioner; cut short thy 
work, thou friendly enemy; 1 long once more 
to encircle my son in these withered arms. 
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Jacob's Grief at losing Josepii. 

Yet, my Dinah, poor ruined damsel, if I 
could, I wduld live for thy sake, a little to 
alleviate thy sorrows. But I die, my girl: 
I find I cannot long sufvive my Joseph.*' 
Lovely Benjaiffiiin, Dinah, and their sisters^ 
endeavoured to console the mourning patri- 
arch under his heavy loss. But all in iraim 
He refused to be comforted, saying, *^ Nay^ 
but I will die with my son." Sbanah the 
wife of Judah, Tamah the wife of Simeon, 
«nd Ztllafa the wife of Naphtali, endeavoured 
to set before him his nfumerous seed« His 
•eleven remaining sons, their present offspring, 
and the prospect of a onmerous issue. But 
the good man replied, ^^ These are not my 
Joseph ;" and sunk into another fit of agoniz- 
ing sorrow. Thus he grieved from day to 
day for the loss of his son, nor could all the 
endeavours of his children comfort him. 

Joseph and his company drew newt to 
Memphis, the capital of Egypt, where the 
Bierchants intended to dispose of their goods. 
And here Alvah the Ishmaelite found a 
market for bis young Hebrew likewise. 
d2 
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Alvah bad seeit aa much of Joscph'a dex- 
terity ID the maoagemeiit of his .a&irs, and 
was so delighted with his piety, and good 
sens^, that be woald gladly baTe^.kept bin for 
-his own servant, had it been l^is pleasure tO! 
have continued with him; bui^ knowing hi& 
disuressed circumstances, he deemed it un- 
generous to lay any constraint upon hift 
inclination. 

Therefore the evetiing after .their arrival 
in Memphis, he cailWcl Joseph 4^ him, and 
thus addressed him, ^.lyiy young man, lam 
perfectly sensible thai, for envy you were 
separated from your father's, house, and sold 
unto me. Since you came under my direc* 
tion, jrottff agreeabk converse, yoi^r court^us 
and affable conduct, have perfectly gained 
my affisctioas.. If you are content to abide; 
with me, I will use you as a friend rather 
than a servant ; for you are ais dear to me, 
Joseph, as if you were my own son. Never* 
thieless, as you may have yoi^r obje^jtjqqs ^> 
returning to the land where your hafbarc^iis 
brethren reside, and as I am joniniorined 
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tsoDoerning the purposes of yoar God towards 
yod> I }c«irc you to your otrn vokintary 
ciioioe^ eiiber to return with me, or to abide 
in Egypt, But if you fix upon Egypt at 
your residence, you most be sold, my Joseph; 
sold as a slave, my friend, notwithstanding I 
beliere you arc born to rule/' The *on of 
Jacob respectfully replied, " My dear Sir, my 
honoured Alvah, ipy friend, my father, p^fitoit 
Ine to call yon by that endearing Aame; I 
oannot enough admire the goodness of God, 
who provides for me in strangers that friend- 
diip which was denied me in the bouse of my 
brethren. All was cruelty from fliem, but 
friendship, my dear master, has run through 
the* whole of your cdnduct ^towards me. 
inclination, Sir, would induqe me to follow 
your fortune . good or bad/ but a secr<9t mes- 
sage delivered to me by a h^venly messen- 
ger, not two hours before I wa^ sold untp 
yooL, ^obliges rare, as your will coincides there- 
svith, to abide a bondman in Egypt. I would 
not as yet willingly divulge the contents of 
the message referred to; but the time will 
eomie, my honoured master, that I shall more 
J>3 
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.■ • I % . 

folly reveal the cause of my baoishment. 
Then you will clearly see that want of respect 
to you is DOT part of the reason why I desire 
to leave your very agreeable service. Permit 
me^ Sir, to beg your endeavour to dispose of 
me as you would wish to have your own son 
disposed of in similar circumstances, and let 
xne owe my good fortune, if such should 
befal me in a strange land, to a man to 
whom i am already under so many great 
obligations. Thus, Sir, wiH you bind me to 
you for ever, and make me more yours than 
I possibly eould be as one of your domestic 



*' I will, Joseph,*' replied the good Ish- 
maelite, *^ I will take care to diispose of you 
to your best advantage. I will be to you in 
the place of a father at this time. But when 
you are advanced, my son, as God, even the 
God of your father Abraham, will advance 
you to the highest honours, forget not your 
friend; think of poor Alvah, and for my 
sake deal favourably with my seed, should 
they ever make supplication unto you. X 
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will enhance your price, nay friend, in some 
low proportion to your worth, but not a 
peony of it shall abide with me; for I have 
profited greatly by your presence already/* 
— *'My dear Sir,'* replied Joseph, "you are 
a merchant, and must live upon, your gain, 
why should you throw vaway any part of it 
upon a poor unworthy stranger ?" — " I tell 
you, Joseph/* returned he, With some emo- 
tion, "you are a friend of the Almighty's, 
and your God will never let poor Alvah be a 
loser by any little kindness which he may 
fihew to you. Be totisfied, Joseph. Be con* 
tent, I say, and prepare"^ourself by lo-morrow 
noon for the market: and here, let me see, 
take these few pieces to provide yourself with 
decent apparel ; and I, in the mean* while, 
will be taking what measures- 1 can. for your 
good." So saying, he turned, and gave no 
time for reply. Joseph, overwhelmed with 
gratitude, burst forth into tears, admiring 
the wisdom and goodness of God in raising 
up unto him, as it were, a second Jacob in 
the person of Alvah. " thou Holy One,*' 
he cried, "I am now convinced of thine oipni- 
o 4 
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preseiiLce aoc^ superiDtendencjr over human 
■^ fLffairs. I admire thy wisdom^ I adore thy 
i||oodQe8s. to me, who am .Qnp:>rthy of the 
least of all thy mercies; go on^ my God, to 
perfect what thou hast begun, and succeed 
the earnest endeavours of benevolent Alvah 
in my behalf ; and succeed thou me, and be 
thou with me, my father and my friend, in 
this land wherein I am a stranger, and the 
glory of all will ultimately redound unto thee. 
Amen/' 

The time arrived that Joseph must appear 
for sale; he came arrayed in plain but decent 
apparel, which shewed the graces of his 
person to the best advantage. His master 
and be had but just cctme to the mart, when 
Potiphar, a renowned officer in the army, 
and captain general of the forces of Egypt, 
happened to come past, and fixing his eye 
upon him, conceived a singular liking for 
him. "What pity is it," said he within him- 
self, '^ to see a person of such an attractive 
deportment, displaying a countenance so dis- 
tinguishingly lovely, expos^ to sale to every 
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Potipb*!- pnitdiaie>8 Josepfi. 

sordid wretch of a niaster! If money will 
redeem btto from slavery, it shall be done, 
and I tbitik I shdll deem myself happy ia 
havings rielead^ed one of the most amiable of 
human kind. What is the price of this 
yo^ung man, my master ?" 

''If he is sold, Sir," replied Alvah, ''an 
hundred and fifty pieces is his price ; but I 
sell him not unless I know to whom, and 
what treatment he his likely to meet with; 
for it is not necessity, but choice that detains 
him in Egypt." — "My name," said be, "i* 
Potiphar; I am of some consideration in the 
state, and near the person of his majesty."— 
*' Then, Sir, the young man is yours, at your 
own price; and I hope you will consider him 
as one that might have expected better for- 
tunes, but for the malice and envy of jealous 
brethren. I am proud. Sir, to recommend 
him ta you, as the most virtuous, faithful, 
and pibus of his race." It is agreed. "Are 
you wtHing to follow the fortune of Poti- 
phar ?'— " r am willing to be his humble 
servant, if,. SItj you are he."^— '*Here then, 
D 5 
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merchant, here is your moiiey/'-— '^ One word. 
Sir, ere the bargain is closed, and that is, that 
as I trade to this place, I must beg leave to 
have a friendly interview occasionally with 
my friend Joseph; for he is my friend, 
although I have the power of disposing of 
him at present." — " Far be it from Potiphar 
to hinder the youth he loves from access to 
his friends. You are welcome at all times to 
visit your youthful, your amiable friend/' 

Joseph was placed in Potiphar*s family, 
.^fter Alvah had, according to promise, obliged 
him*^to accept of the hundred and fifty pieces 
for which he was sold, and taken a tender 
farewell of him for a season. He had not 
been long in his new station, before he gave 
such proofs of his probity as gained him the 
esteem of all the family. 

Pottphar was but lately married to a beau- 

. ti&U lady of the first rank, whose name was 

Sabrina, given to the captain by his majesty 

himself. The better to solemnize the nuptials 

of his warlike ofEcer, the king appointed a 
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huDtiDg matcli io the desert of Arabia, where 
be was graciously pleased himself to attend 
Potipbar and Sabrina. They had not long 
ranged, the lotely wild, ere they roused a 
monstrous lion, master of a savage family, at 
whose appearance even the hardiest of them 
gave back. The ^urly monster, with furious 
disdain flashing from his eyes, stalked slow in 
sullen majesty, and with eyes askance sur- 
veyed his competitors; till perceiving himself 
over-matched by the number of baying hounds 
just letting loose upon him, he took to his 
heels, and sought refuge in the distant thicket, 
Sabrina, mounted on a swift Arabian horse, 
well accustomed to exercises of this kind, 
surpassed the hounds, and even outfled the 
wind; exposed herself to the greatest danger, 
to the terror of the noble company, none of * 
whom could come near her, Joseph alone 
excepted. Mounted on the fleetest of his 
master's coursers, he kept close to his lady : 
and well for her it was 8o;^or coming to the 
edge of the thicket, which by reason of its 
closeness would not admit the entrance of 
the lion; who finding himself so closely 
i>6 
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pursued, turned fiercely upon his enemies. 
Sabrina being next unto him, had no doubt 
fallen a prey to his fury, had not Joseph 
rushed between her and dang%¥. The savage 
roared like the loudest thunder, and flew with 
the greatest ferocity at the lady, who almost 
swooned with the fright, whilst Joseph sprung 
from his horse, gored the monster in the neck, 
and pinned him fast with his spear to the 
earth. By this time Potiphar himself arrived, 
and struck with astonishment, partly at the 
danger in which his Sabrina had been, and 
partly at the heroic fortitude of his new and 
beloved servant, he could not speak a word, 
till falling first on the bosom of his spouse, 
and then upon Joseph's neck, he poured forth 
a flood of joy and gratitude. He instantly 
enfranchised the deliverer of his love, and 
placed him at the head of his family, where 
he acted in all lespects as one who serveth 
not mart so much as God. Such circum- 
spection and fidelity rarely attend the stewards 
of gentlemen of elevated rank. Joseph was 
exceedingly lovely in his person, and the late 
iOBtance of his gallantry and fortitude made a 
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criminal impression on the mind of bis lady; 
whilst he unsuspecting tbereof| from a prin- 
ciple of duty and l>enevolence^ performed 
both to her and to his lord all the good 
ofiioes within his power; which although a 
duty incumbent on hipa, contributed to foster 
the latent flame unlawfully kindled iii her 
warped heart. 

The Almighty Jehovah, whose all-seeing 
eye, with one comprehensive glance, exa- ' 
mineih all our thoughts, whether virtuous or 
corrupt, seeing the workings of Sabrina'a 
heart, and having destined, the blooming 
youth to escape the snare so fatal to his 
hopes, as well as ruinous to the peace of his 
undisturbed mind, commanded Gabriel to 
descend to earth, and give the stripling some 
striking intimation of the danger he was in, 
yet still to conceal the quarter from whence 
it was to comei Obedient to the high beh^t 
of the Eternal, the seraph, prest with glowing 
ardour, binds on his golden pinions, shoots 
through the vault of ether, and stops not till 
arrived at th^e palace of Potiphar, wlieq 



M THE LIFE OF JOSEPH* 

The Aofel Gabriel warns Joseph of his Danger. 

gloomy night in her ebon car had measured 
half her lonesome journey. He breathed an 
odoriferous gale upon the bed, and instantly 
the Hebrew exjie felt the warm glow of ex* 
alted virtue ascending towards theempyreum. 
Sweet was the slumber when the pious sool 
breathed after joys of an immortal nature. 
Soon he fancied himself, studious of his 
master's affairs, assiduously promoting the 
interest of his generous patron. Thus em* 
ployed, he saw a hand drawing a net com- 
posed of golden wire around the place where 
he stood, and instantly found himself en- 
tangled therein. The snare appeared so for- 
midable, that he saw no way of escape left 
, for him, nor could he tell to what purpose he 
was thus involved. Considering himself as a 
prisoner in this golden snare, he heard a voice 
as it had been from the aerial regions, ^^O 
Joseph! most favoured of the children of 
Jacob, remember thou the God of the He- 
brews. Take hold of the strength of omni* 
potence, and one vigorous e£fbrt delivers 
thee from the snare." This said, the young 
patriarch lifted up his heart to his God in 
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this short ejaculation : *' O God of my fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for the sake of 
him who shall bruise the serpent's head, and 
destroy the snare of the devil, assist me this 
once and deliver me." Then collecting all 
his force, he exerted himself in one vigorous * 
struggle, and found the wires break as easily 
as Samson afterwards did the new cords with 
which he was bound. Just as he sprung into 
liberty he awoke, and rejoiced that it was 
but a dream. ' 

Joseph's God was with him in whatever he 
did. He gave him singular wisdom and pru- 
dence in the management of all his affairs, 
insomuch that whatever he did prospered in 
his hands; which led his lord to rely upon 
his wisdom and integrity with a perfect con- 
fidence, and unreservedly to commit unto his 
care the sole management of all his estate. 
Unenvied, he enjoyed this flow of calm pros- 
perity without any mixture of bitterness, 
besides that which arose from his banish- 
ment from Jacob and Benjamin. Happy 
Uad it been for Sabrina, if her heart had been 
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as free ffbm imUwrul desire as was that of 
her amiable Hebrew. Bal, alasS she fondfy 
encotiraged the pleasidg wish, till it arose to a 
passioD too strong for her to subdoe. Shame 
induced her long to conceal the guilty flame; 
yet in spite of art and studious care, an 
inward languor discovered itself in the pen^ 
siveness of her countenance. Her unsuspect- 
ing lord called every possible means to her 
assistance. The sons of Esculapius exhausted 
their skill; the whole Materia Medica was 
ransacked for a bure; every diversion which 
pleksantry could devise, in vain was instituted 
to divert the gloom of her solitary mind. 
She was never happy in any diversions, unless 
Joseph made one of the party. Her only 
seasons of pleasure wet'e when she could 
prevail with him to sit with her, and enter- 
tain her with the history of his l^ative 
country; whfch he, unskilled in the mysteries 
of love, very readily consented to. 

About this time an accident happened, 
which served greatly to increase the fatal 
passion. Potiphar and Sabrina went on a 
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visit to Ira, a Lybian prince, where they pkii- 
teously enjoyed the rites of hospitality for 
two or three weeks; bat unhappily were 
^ attacked by a band of Arabs as they repassed 
the howling wilderness. At the first dis- 
covery of them, Sabrina sutik as a person 
dyiiig in the arms of her husband, and her 
soul stood as it were on tiptoe, on her pale 
trembling lips. As a panther rnsheth from 
the thicket t6 sei^e the passing prey, Joseph 
bounded from the chariot, vaultect on a led 
hors^, and encouraged the menials to stand 
by their noble patrons. The Arabs charged 
them with resolution and vigour. Animated 
by the intrepidity of our hero, the Egyptians 
returned the charge, and sent amongst them 
a score of winged deaths, every arrow marked 
by fate. Then Joseph putting spurs to his 
horse, rode up to the enemy, and with his 
sabre divided the head of Mezero, their 
captain, from his body, and dealt death to 
many of the Arabs. The servants of Poti- 
phar following the example of their leader, 
more than half the banditti were presently 
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dispatched, whilst the rest sought to hide 
themselves from death by flight. Joseph 
pursued and killed many more, as they strove 
to fly from his avengiug arm. Sabriua being 
somewhat recovered, Potiphar himself flew 
to the assistance of his guard, fierce as the 
lion ravaging for prey; but the work was 
done, and the enemy discomfited ere he could 
arrive. Sabrina from the chariot beheld the 
heroic fortitude of the gallant Hebrew, as he 
raged along the ranks of the enemy; and 
every wound he inflicted upon them was as 
oil poured into the latent flame. 

The grateful soul of the young patriarch 
rejoiced at having it in his power to manifest 
the sense which he had of their goodness, by 
exerting himself in their defence in a season 
of difficulty and danger. With modesty he 
received Potiphfyr's caresses, who presented 
hUa:to his lady as her friend and deliverer. 
Bu address to his mistress was full of duty, 
\^p and affection ; all which encouraged 
JO. iiope, that he was smitten with the 
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same guiitj passion with herself, and made 
her half rissolve, at a time conteDieDt, to 
come to an avowal. Again she resolved to 
wait yet farther, to see whether his con- 
fession would save her from thai confusion. 
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Syrena comforts her Mistress, by promising Success 
to her Amour — She strives to entice Joseph in vain— 
She persuades her Lady to an Avowal — His Mis* 
tress confesseth her Love — Solicits his Embrace^-' 
" To divert her Attention from it, he relates the 
Story of Eve eating the forbidden Fruii-^Applies 
it to his Mistress, with a View to reanimate her 
VirtuC'^'He relates his Sister*s Ravishment, and its 
fatal Consequences^-Her Silence and Discontent at 
his Coldness — Consults her Nurse, who encourageth 
her to persist — She commandeth Joseph to her 
Chamber — Strives to win him by Persuasions — 
Then to force him — He flies from her, and leaves 
his Scarf behind — Her Love turns to Rage and 
Hatred — She accuseth him of an Attempt upon her 
Honour-^He is imprisoned4 



BOOK III. 



SyRENA, a person well skilled in all the 
wily mazes of woman-kind^ was governess to 
Sabrina in her virgin years, and now attended 
her in the capacity of waiting woman. She 
atone was instructed with the fatal secret; 
her mistress having had full proof of her 
readiness to concur in any measures to gratify 
her inclination. She consoled her distress and 
flattered her passion, by assuring her, that as 
far as she could dive into the secrets of a 
yoaihful heart, Joseph was glowing with a 
passioQ at least equal to her own. She could 
read it well in his looks, and in his sighs :- for 
amidst all his prosperity, Joseph could not 
help sighing after his guilty brethren^ and his 
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distressed honourable father, from whose em- 
braces he was banished without cause. She 
promised to use all her wisdom to serve her 
, mistress, and did not doubt, by her prudent 
management, to bring the blooming Hebrew 
to her fond embraces. As he was one day 
in his office settling his master's accounts, 
Syrena entered, and having shut the door, she 
thus accosted him : ^' Master Joseph, be idle 
who will, we are always sure to iind you in 
your business. Indeed, Master Joseph, our 
lord is happy in having such a servant as 
yourself. I do not wonder that both he and 
my lady haVe such a high esteem for you."— 
''I tell you, Mrs. Syrena," replied . Joseph,! 
'^ I do notbiag but what is my duty. My 
honourable master and lady have a right to 
tty best services, and I should be shamefully 
wantioig in my duty to God,/ to them, and 
to myself, if I did not study to my utmost 
to proQ^te their honour, advantage, and 
delight."—" I am glad, Sir," replied Syrena, 
'^that your virtuous sentiments cpncor so 
exactly- with my own. And I caa teU you, 
Mr. Joseph, that more tenderness is due fromi 
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you to yoor amiable mistress, thaa perhaps 

you are aware of/'— *f I know/' said he, "that 

my lady i% amiable and virtuous, and merits 

my humblest' reg^d/ which I shall ever be 

ready to render her with the utmost pleasure." 

-r-" She is virtuous," said Syrena, •'and yet I 

can tell you, Joseph, she cannot help being 

sensibly of your attractions, and entertaining 

tjie fondness of affection for you. I wrung th^ 

painful secret with the greatest difficulty from 

her lips« And. youy aany friend, may avail 

yourself of your happiness, and embrace' a 

favour which iahe would deny to any bu| 

yourself,, was he ev«n the first prince of the 

blood." Rejoined the patriarch, '' My master 

and mistress are daily loading me with favours, 

of which I am altogedier unworthy. I believe 

their i readiness to add more as occasion may 

offer;', but the lips that would insinuate so 

much . as a hint contrary to my mistress's 

boaour, ought to be sealed in everlasting 

fileoce."— *^ Not iso fast, Sir," returned *he; 

** I.tellyoushe loves you, and longs for your 

embrace. But I enjoin you to conceal the 

6 15 B 
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fatal trath| and improve it to yonr own ad- 
vantage/'. Sbe ended here, and returned to 
her lady, who waited impatiently the issae of 
this conversation. 

Syrena failed not to enlarge upon her own 
tagacity and address ; she related the converse 
she had had with Joseph, in the manner whieb 
would best flatter her lady's passion ; and from 
the whole she inferred, that it was caution in 
^the Hebrew which caused him to feign igno- 
rance. But she was sure that amidst all his 
care to conceal it, she could discern flashes of 
passion daH from his amorous eye, when the 
name of Sabrina*was mentioned. ^ In short, 
Madani/' continued she, ^' the matter must be 
between you and him, for I perceive he is so 
cautious, that he will admit none into the 
secret besides yourselves. And indeed I can- 
not blame him, when I consider how false 
and: deceitful the greater part of people are. 
y,qu knoWf Madam, he is young, and a 
ig^r to intercourse with our sex; and 
HOWS how far modesty may keep biai 
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Sabrina ooiifcsse» her Love. 

back from ao avowal; besides, he may fear 
your ladyship's reseDtment, io case your 
passioD shoald act be aoswerable to his/' 

'' O Syrena!" replied the wife of Potiphar, 
** thou koowest that in our sex an avowal it 
bard, even when the object is lawful; but 
bow much more so must it be when the 
object is criminal, and an avowal is the 
display of our guilt and shame. Yet I would 
even venture to confess my love to him, could 
I but hope the haughty youth would embfao#^ 
my proposal But, O Syreqa! should be 
refuse it, then should I be undone. Hia 
person is amiable and lovely; his conduct 
affable and polite ; his spirit open and benevo- 
lent; but his virtue, Syrena! I fear his virtue 
is inflexible."— <<0 Madam," replied the 
swarthy Duenna, ''no virtue can be proof 
against such charms as yours. The Hebrew 
will fall an easy victim, wh^n he is assured of 
your affection." 

Encouraged by the assurances of Syrena, 
she resolvei to abandon shame and modesty 
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at ODQe, aixi solicit Joseph to ber embrace* 
To tbis purpose she proposetb an aiiibg^iaincl 
requires him to attend ber in Potrphai<'s ab-i 
seoce, in her chariot. As they were on the 
way, with a scarlet Uush upon ber coun^ 
tenaoce, and desire sparkling in her eyesf 
with a faltering Toice that bespoke the black- 
ness of ber guilt, she said/ ^Joseph, yoa 
cannot be ignorant of my desire for your 
company.; and yet I can tell ypu, that if ypur 
^>Qsom is proof against* love, ioyeeven to me, 
'^k'Way rue the day ih^t ever i beheld your 
too amiable face. For I love you, Joseph ; 
mj' pain forces me to confess my shame, J 
havetru&ted my honour in your hands, I hope 
you will act with your usual gallaptry/* She 
said, then leaning her head en his snowy 
bosom, melted into a flbbd of tears, whicb 
she • endeavoured, but in vain, ta conceal. 
Astonished at this open declaration, it was 
some tinie before be was capable of speech or 
reflection. 

After a long silence, • accompanied with 
tears on her part, and heartfelt sighs on bis^ 
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aot without Straggles between corraptioD and 
^ittue, iki brdken BOcentafae replied, ''Your 
faoDoiir; my lady, is ever safe with yoar 
UQ worthy servant, Whose greatest glory is to 
be faithful to the trust reposed in him : but 
before I explain myself upon thii matter, 
will your ladyship give me leave to relate an 
affair, which is better known among the cbiU 
dren of Shem than among the desc^dants of 
Ham." After leave obtained, with hope of 
extricating himself from his present dtfficul 
and working some suitable impression u 
the mind of his mistress, he thus began : 

''When oinr first parents, Adao^ipd Eve, 
originally dropped from the all-forming hand> 
they were perfectly free from any bias to 
evil ; not one corrupt inclination possessed 
their peaceful breasts. This calm serenity, 
this sweet composure, continued with them 
as long as they retained their innocence: but 
to their sad experience, they ere long found 
that the effect of guilt is dire alarm and inces- 
sant pertarbatiofi. ■ Our benevolent Creator 
was pleased to put the parents of mankind vx 
E 3 
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possession of the gardeo of paradise^ where a 
perpetual spring cheered the bledsed nnonnd^ 
and every salubrious Tegetable. Ail that 
thine eyes behold^ all that the earth pro- 
dncetb^ Adam^ is thine, saith the munificent 
Deity. I give thee leave to use thy utmost 
freedom with all the prodnce ^f the eafth. 
One tree, and only one, I ' fopbid thee to 
touch. Its fertile boughs -indeed bend low 
beneath its fruit, which pendent hang attrae- 
jjre to the eye. This, Adam, i& the forbidden 
e. These are the fruits, to taste of which 
is death. Beware of it, mau; come not near 
ity Adam ; for on the day that thou eatest of 
it, thou fthalt surely die. Incautious Eve, the 
mother of humanity, in an evit hour was 
prevailed upon, by the arch -apostate, to eat 
the prohibited morsel, and awfal was the 
consequence. Having eaten thereof herself, 
she became her husband's first seducer, and 
drew him, contrary to the light of his own 
conscience, to partake of her guilt. This 
done, the horrors of Gehenna tortured their 
guilty consciences, and they knew not where 
to fly to shun the threatened death. The 
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eveoing arrived^ the sky had lost its s^reoity^ 
the beasts their wonted tameness, the flowera 
tbe greatest part of their fragrance, and aU 
nature seemed to wear a melancholy aspect. 
On the evening, just as radiant Phcebus 
concealed himself in the western ocean, the 
Divine Creator himself comes down into the 
garden, to <rall the delinquents to an account 
for their conduct. Awful was the change ! 
They cannot now stand with filial respect and 
t^onfidence in the sacred presence ; much less 
did (hey long for the approach of the celestial 
visitant as heretofore;' but basely fled from 
the sight of their Maker, .to hide themselves 
from his researches, whose amiably presence 
erewhile they counted the most exalted bless-* 
log; nor did the Eternal himself appear at 
this time with that friendly and familiar air 
as before, but with resentment glowing on 
his awful countenance. The thicket unable 
to conceal the parents of mankind from the 
pierctqg eye of Omniscience, he arraigns 
them at hi& equitable bar, hears their poor 
defence, and denounces upon them the fatal 
sentence. Since then, none may hope to 
S4 
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fiM-biddeo fruit with inpanity. You^ 
ay lady, are like the iateidicted tree. Your 
—iiM g pcnooal eitcdleaeies display tbem- 
adtea ia tbe oMist alloriog manoer. But 
they are forUddeo the enjoyoieot of all meD, 
aiy lord alone excepted. He aloDe may ap- 
proach yoa with familiarity. He alone may 
lawfuUy CDJoy. Were I, Madam, to dare 
injarioosly to betray my master, and to dis^ 
hoQoar his amiable consort, I should act as a 
villain and nngratefiil tndtor to the best of 
Btaatefs, and as a rebel against the Grod of my 
ancestors, whose tremendous wrath I should 
thereby awake; and you yourself. Madam, 
upon cool reflection would curse me for per- 
petrating the execrable deed. I love you, 
mistress, and'^would protect, not dishonour 
you. I love my honourable lord, and would 
not betray him. I love my God, and would 
not offend him. Permit me then, Madam, 
to idtreat you to stifle a passion so destrac- 
tive to your honour and tranquillity; which, 
if indulged, will yield the most bitter reflec- 
tions, and expose you to the greatest of 
dangers." 
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** Ab,. Joseph !" replied the wife of Poti- 
phar, what n well invented story yoar ioy 
heart has contrived, in order to evade the 
honours proffered, yoa I What needless scro^ 
ples does that whim of religion and virtne 
inspire you with ! What injury would thefe«- 
by be done to your master, Joseph? I ai& 
still his. Always ready to oblige him, and 
should never behave to him with the greater 
distadcev We have noticing to fear, so long 
as we are prudent enough to conceal our 
intercourses from the curious eye. I tell yon 
again, I love you, Joseph." 

" Madam," returned the Hebrew, " even ia 
my father's family, in the case of my only 
sister, I hav^.a loud monitor, that bids uut 
beware of the sin of uncleanness."-*^^ I prkj 
BOW let us have it," said she; '^ I suppose it 
is some whimsical religious story, tending to 
the same^purpQse." 

^^It is a truth, Madam, the remembrance 
of which will give occasional sorrow to m^ 
to my dying day. My sister, young, amiable, 
b5 
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Joseph relates the Story of Dinah's Ravishment* 

and carious, longing to see more of the world 
than her father's house admitted of, went forth 
into a neighbouring principality, at a time 
when a magnificent festival in honour of 
their patron deity was solemnized. Amongst 
the multitude who attended, were Shechem, 
the youog prince of the Hivites, and Tamar 
his sister. Dinah, young and vain, was at- 
tended with a gaudy train, selected out of my 
father's menials, and she herself in elegant 
apparel. Prince Shechem cast a languishing 
look upon my sister, conceived a violent 
passion for her, and resolved at all events to 
possess her. His sister Tamar was young and 
beautiful, but unadorned with that amiable 
virtue which is the greatest glory of her sex. 
She contracted an intimacy with my sister 
Dinah, who, unskilled in amorous intrigues, 
accepted of an invitation to visit the princess 
Tamar, in the city of Shechem. The day 
was spent in innocent pleasantry, only every 
now and then there was something that 
bordered on the profane. As the solar orb 
descended the western hemisphere, Dinah 
proposed her return to her father, but was 
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put off from time to time, by the priDce 
and princessi till she was a,t. last convinced 
of her unhappiness, and too late repented 
the curiosity that led her forth to see the 
daughters of the land. She was not to be 
won with prayers and entreaties, therefore 
was forced to a compliance with his lewd 
desires, .and^ for a time, continued a prisoner 
to the prince's affection, within his palace. 
Still he loved her with increasing fervour, and 
fais very soul clave to the unhappy damsel. 
So courteous, affable, and loving was his 
conduct to her, after he had defiled her, that 
she half forgave the injury, and conceived 
something like affection for him. His Jove 
grew stronger every day, and finding that he 
could aot live without her company on the 
one hand, nor his affection permit him to use 
her like a harlot on the other, he implored 
the good offices of King Hamoi^ his father, 
to procure her for him in lawful marriage. 
From motives of policy, the old king readjly 
complied, proposed to his courtiers the desire 
of his son, and, then made, suit unto Israel 
for his consent*. My father called a council 
' fi 9 
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The fetal Consequences of Dinah's RaTishme^. 

descended frotn his loins, to deliberdfte on the 
proposal of Hamor; akid the issae was, that 
unless the subjects of that prince WbvAd 
conform to the Jaws of the Hebrews, they 
would not consent, but would rescue their 
sister by force of arms, or perish in the 
attempt. This communicated to Hamor and 
Shecbem, they made no difficulty of com- 
plying with the condition. A public festival 
was appointed to be observed by all ranks 
of the people, to solemnize the marriage of 
Shechem and Dinah : on the iirst day of 
which, every male was circumcised in com«^ 
pliance with the Hebrews, and the carnival 
greatly inflaming the blood, and enervating 
their minds, they fell an easy prey to the 
premeditated revenge of my brethren. Si- 
meon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, selected a 
choice band out of Israel's domestic retinue, 
and clad in arms, before the dawn of the 
third morning of the festival, came intrepidly 
upon the city, and filled it, with fearful car^ 
fiage. King Hamor and his son hearing the 
cry of murder from all quarters, alarmed' the 
household troops, but ere they could make 
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resistance, met with death id the gates of the 
palace rojal. * The city they redaced to ashes, 
and slew every tnaa within it. This horrid 
slaughter and cooflagration M arose froi6 
the unlawfulness of Shechem's love. Had he 
observed the rules of virtue, and proposed 
honourable terms to the patriarch, he would, 
no doubt, have accepted of the alliance. But 
uncleanness is not to be tolerated in the house 
of Israel. Now, my honourable lady, con- 
sider the difference between my lord Potiphar, 
first of Pharaoh's martial train, and these 
simple Hebrew swains. If they eodld pour 
out desolation upon the metrop6Ks of a king- 
dom, in revenge of their sister's dishonour, 
what might not niy lord do, was any villain to 
dare audaciously to defile his_hpxjourable bed, 
and violate the chastity of hi s betrothed lady ? 
Far be it from Joseph, Madam, to entertain 
a thought so treacherous to either you or my 
lord." 

She replied not; but disappointed in her 
love, continued the rest of the^tiine fall of 
silent discontent. Her troubled mind, agitated 
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with different passions, gave place alternately 
to love, fear, and hatefal revenge; bot the 
more that Joseph saw the agitations of her 
mind, the more steadily was his own heart 
fortified by^ud;^ Arrived at the palace, 
she retired '£d^tier chamber to consult with 
her nurse Syrena what further should be 
done; and afflicted Joseph went to his apart- 
ment, to implore the protection of Jacob's 
God. 

Syrena gave it as her opinion, that fear or 
modesty must needs be the cause of Joseph's 
refusal of an offer that did so much honour 
to a favourite menial; alleging, that her 
mistress's graces were sufficient to thaw the 
frigidity of, even old age itself: and advised 
that a further trial should be made, ere she 
gave up her hopes. Pharaoh's birth-day was 
now at hand, and the general must repair to 
court, to compliment his majesty, and assist 
upon the grand occasion; but Sabrina was 
taken extremely ill in the morning, with a 
|)alpitation of heart, and great depression of 
spirits, and therefore could not attend him to 
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the court. Her lord no soooer gone with bis 
retinue, than she sends Syrena to command 
Joseph to attend her pleasure in her chamber. 
Slow of pace, and with a reluctant heart, he 
came and stood at a formal distance from her, 
while in thoughtful silence she sat, her ejes 
intently fixed upon his blushing face. '< And 
are you at last come," said she, ^* ungrateful 
youth, to scorn and slight your over-fond 
mistress ? Come nearer. Sir, and let me speak 
with freedom to' you, for you and I must be 
better acquainted before we part. It w<>t]ld 
have been better for you, and more becoming 
your character and station, to have complied 
at once with my former request, if it had only 
been out of respect to the dignity of my 
station, and the violent excess of my passion ; 
and not have suffered me to undergo the 
shame of repeating my solicitations, and con- 
descending to express myself in terms too 
strong for femidlgjaEiod^sd^ to utter without a 
Jblush. But I am willing to put the most 
favourable construction upon your conduct, 
and will not only make all possible allowances 
for it, but endeavour to removie out pf the 
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way every ihing that would protract oar 
pleasure. Perhaps^ Joseph^ you might eQtec- 
tain some suspicion whether I was really ia 
eardest at our last iatervview ; or if I did not 
make that humble prostration of myself to 
you, on purpose to try your virtue. But 
assure yourself that I was in earnest, as my^ 
repeating of the same request might abun- 
dantly serve to demonstrate. But I will tell 
you more, Joseph, and what would undo me 
was it known to any but ourselves : this day 
I feigned myself sick, on purpose to be at 
home with you. The jollity of courtly parade 
is nothing to me compared to your sweet 
company. Now you may, if you will, see 
that I can part with the company of nobles 
and princes, for the love I bear to your amiable 
person, my Joseph. And shall I languish 
and pine without any hope of comfort, when 
it is in your power, my dear friend, to relieve 
me ? Do not talk any more to me of those 
holy ties of religion^ those severe rules of 
virtue. Virtue is a 'mere imaginary thing, 
that can bring no pleasure, but only distract 
the heart with teiror. And what is religion 
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but a dream, as the lives of all oar pneatt 
testify ; for however they cry out against .the 
tinti of 4he times, when io the pulpit, there 
ikre none that relish gay delights better thatt 
they in private? Could thy God, my Josephj 
delight in making thee behave eruelly to one 
that loves thee, he were to be detested instead 
6f adored ! Beware, Joseph, and not father 
thy indifference to me upon the gods ; rather 
own that somel happy unstained nymph has 
captivated your affections, and that for her 
sake you cannot, you dare not oblige your 
mistress. But cannot you be her's and mine 
too? But> oh! your honour, is concerned* 
Pray, where is my honour in thus humbly 
suing to you, my friend? But what is 
honour? Merely fantastic and precarious. 
Honour is certainly to ease the pains of those 
that love us.*' 

^*0 Madam!*' returned tie with a sigh . 
sufficient to rend his loins, ** what avails a 
momentary pleasure that soon must be de- 
voured by keen remorse? Once done it 
catinot be recalled, let the repentance be ever 



THE LIFE OF JOSEPH. 



' Joseph retists Sabrina't Penvasioiit. 

to poignaat. Concealed by these curtaini, 
will not secure us from the fears of discovery 
and disgrace* I might indeed join with you 
to dishonour my lord^ and for a moment we 
might riot in the pleasures of sense: but, 
alas! what would this be in comparison of 
the solid pleasures of a good conscience? 
Equal if not superior delights are lawful to 
you in y^our marriage relation with him to 
whom you gav6 yourself; and where can a 
nan. be found more amiable, and more de* 
sirable for a bosom companion than my lord i 
Think, my lady, bow far what you propose 
would debase you below your rank, to come 
to a level with your poor servant, whom you 
may at all times command in every thing 
lawful. No, Madftm, I assure you, I cannot 
consent to a deed so base, as wilfully to 
injure the benevolent Potiphar, dishonour the 
God of my fathers, and bring an indelible 
stain on the family of Israel. Far from being 
like idols of stocks and stones, my God sees 
our most secret actions ; be hears our softest 
whispers, and tries the deepest recesses of 
thought. Urge me not, Madam, for I cannot 
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commit thit great wickedness in the sight of 
my God.'* He ended lierci and slie foil of 
resentment replied : 

'' It might have been sufiieient, modestly 
to have refused the offer which the excess of 
my passion urged me to make, without up- 
braiding me with my shame. This urges 
impodence, Joined with an unrelenting heart; 
but I leave it for you to choose, whether you 
will kindly embrace your own happiness, 
and render happy her that loves you to dis- 
traction; or to stand the shock of my re- 
venge, for revenged I will be ; these charms, 
for which princes have sighed in vain, are 
not to be slighted with impunity. No, Sir, 
never think of it. I shall certainly accuse 
you to your master of having attempted my 
dishonour, and a dry ostentation of virtue^ 
the most solemn protestations of innocence, 
will not then deliver you from the fangs of 
punishment." 

O Joseph ! never was virtue- assaulted like 
thine. Never did youth more gloriously ^ 
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triumph over temputioo. Neither prayer*} 
tearsj nor threatentogs upon her part/ com- 
passion nor terror upon thine, oould ahef tba 
purposes of thy determined virtue, and make 
thee yield to the importunity of a dishonest 
appetite. Amiable youth, how swelled thy 
noble heart with generous pity for thy be- 
trayed master; and with grief for thy fallen 
mistress ! Even the danger that on all hands 
surrounded thee, could not stem the crystal 
tide that poured down thy manly cheeks; 
whilst Sabrina sat with her eyes fixed upon 
thee, eyes sparkling both with love and 
revenge. 

Mistaken woman, she interprets Joseph's 
tears in her own favour, and bent on com- 
pleting her' own shame, she lays hold on hioiy 
and threw herself on the bed, saying, ^^ Coine,. 
Joseph, let us enjoy the present moig^ejjtp 
whilst kindness gently flows through yoor 
yielding heart." 

" No, Madam,*' replied the steady youth ; 
# ^'dnngeons and gibbets are no objects of my 
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fear^ Crimtoal oonyenie with a farbiddeo 
object; iojariiig mj master, and offendidg 
wkj Godf ane^bat I justly fear, and I aw in 
iaoger of them all, whilst I am in your comr 
pMj. Byt. I abhor the deed, and fly from 
the place of temptation*^ So saying, be 
turned, hastily about, freed himself from her 
embrace, and rushed out of the room. Her 
lost grown to a for^ nnbxiilkd, she j|trov(^ia 
pull him opon the bed, when disentaogling 
the diamond wKicK buttoned his purple scarf, 
he left it in ber possession, and so escaped the 
snare. 

The noble youth departed, obstinate ill 
virtue : she was miserably distracted between 
the sting of her disappointed love, and the 
fear of being discovered ; but soon she re- 
solved the ruin of him, who had goodness 
enough not to ruin her, even, at her own 
requests She cried ^aloud, as if id immiu^nt 
danger, and nurse Syrena, who guessed at the 
cause, flew to her assistance. She found her 
sitting upon a bed^ Joseph's scarf lying by 
her, and deefdy bathed in tears. '^O what 
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Joseph to be brought pinioDed into hi» pre- 
aeace; aad with a co^nteoance stern as the 
face of war^ thus accosted him : /V Wretch! 
what pity is it that thy outside and on* 
daanted air should belie such a base and 
diabolical heart. I blame myself, wretch, 
that I erer sheltered thiee. under my robf, and 
placed such a villain at the head of my affairs. 
But thy vile hypocrisy would dec^eive those 
that are even but a few degrees better than 
thyself: well then might thy saintly shew 
goia upon my artless: heart, a stranger to 
treachery and black design. Wonldst thou, 
viper,' bite th^ hand ' that feeds thee, Bnd 
poison the bosom that nourishes thee? . Wat 
k'tlot enough; that I had put my all into thy 
tiliftrli'sty hands, but thou must aspire even to 
mjjied? A gloomy dungeon shall supersede 
(hie*' purple bed to Which thou aspiredst^ and 
rattling chains shall serve instead of the soft 
caresses of unlawful, love. Away with* the 
slave to his destined dwelling, till I have time 
to meditate some unheard of punishment.for 
his bisi^eness." The same virtue that preserved 
the pious Hebrew, in the time of temptation. 
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from the guilty deed^ preserved bim now from 
fearing the threats of his master; wherefore 
with a steady andt^i^dauQted air'^he replied : 

** Dungeons and chains^ my lord, I can 
defy, nor can even the approach of death at 
all disturb the peace of my heart; but your 
displeasure, my lord, I cannot sustain. The 
hatred of my kind and generous master, once 
my avowed friend, is worse than a thousand 
deaths. But remember it, Potipbar, Joseph 
is clear from the guilt charged against bim, 
and bis own conscience cannot accuse him of 
80 much as a dishonest thought of this kind. 
I believe in God. The God of my father in 
due time will bring me forth to the light, and 
I shall behold his righteousness in clearing up 
my innocence, and exposing to infamy the 
baseness of my accusers, of what rank sodver 
they be.** He said, and instantly was con- 
ducted to jail, with a strict charge to the 
keeper, to load him wUh the heaviest irons, 
and to shut him up in the closest ward. 
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BOOK IV. 



OaBRIEL) appointed guardian to the ba* 
oisbed Joseph/ iodiistrionsly strore to fortify 
his youthful mind against the attacks of wick- 
edness. Seeing now the issue, be ascended 
swifter by far than the forked lightnings to 
the regions of eternal day^ to receive instruct 
tions fron^ the oniversal Governor, what to do 
in favour of his beloved charge. Mean while, 
Rachel, Joseph's mother, and Thirza the wife 
of.Sbem, riding on a golden cloud, were taking 
a tour through this part of the universe; and 
seeing the )ove^ youth conducted to prison, 
they descended low, and breathed ambrosial 
fragrance into the dungeon, a little to mitigate 
bis sorrow, ^f O Thirza," said Jacob's de« 
f3 
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parted spouse, ''how deep and intricate are the 
ways of the Almighty to us whilst in a state 
of dark mortality ! Who could, from his pre- 
sent circumstances, think that, in the divine 
purpose, my Joseph should be placed at the 
head of his brethren from whom be is sepa- 
rated \ Who could suppose that thd lovely 
prisoner is to be the future protector of the 
chosen seed ? The archers have indeed galled 
thee sore, my son, but thy bow has still abode 
in itt^: strength. By the mighty God of thy 
father Jacob shall the arms of thy hands b6« 
made strong, and these, thine enemies, shall 
yet bow down unto thee. O Jacob ! thoa 
dear, thou honourable man ! what pangs would 
wring thy sorrowful heart didst thou but know 
the agonies of thy bdoved ! But thou art 
soothed under the kind deception, believing 
his pain long since to have been finished. His 
supposed death gave thee less sorrow by far 
than his present life would bring upon thee. 
Faith and patience, possess ye the heart of 
my darling, till he ascend triumphant over 
his enemies." — *^ O my Rachel ! my dearest 
daughter,'' returned the wife of Shem, '' we 
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bave ever seen, th^t whom the holj and ali- 
wise God desigas for emioent asefaloess, he 
traias them up in the rough school of adrer- 
sit J. The afflictions my lovely descendant 
endures will endue him with sympathy for the 
distressed. Even when ascended to the go* 
vernment of the kingdom, thy chains, Joseph, 
will make thy grandeur to sit more gracefully 
upon thee. The false accusations laid against 
thee will teach thee the necessity of caution 
and impartiality in the administration of jus* 
tice. Persevere in virtue, my son. Take kindly 
the rough means by which thy heavenly 
Father instructs thee. The end shall crown 
the work, and fill thy heart with gratitude, 
and tliy moath with praise." Thus the two 
mothers conversed together, after the manner 
of . disembodied spirits, and gently moved 
forward upon their cloudy chariot, leaving the 
perfumes of life behind them. , 

Chorion the .jailor had just secured his 
new prisoner in irons, made fast the prison, 
and retired to rest, when he fell into a deep 
sleep, from which he was awakened by the 

f4 
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loUowiBg dream; He supposed himself in a 
widely-exteoded field, ruminating on the beau* 
ties which every where decorated the teeming 
earth* Walking slowly along, a yearling lambj 
closely pursued by a couple of wolves, ran up 
to him, and fell down at his feet, as if suppli* 
eating protections unintimidated, the she wolf 
came rushing forward, and with bloody fangs 
was for devouring the innocent, even before 
his face, whilst he drew his sabre to defend 
the fugitive. In the midst of the scuffle be* 
^wixt him and the ravenous monster, he awoke, 
with an impression upon his mind, that some 
prisoner under his care was personated by the 
kmb, persecuted by eneniies, vrho eagerly 
thirsted for his blood, and hoped to find that 
safety and friendship in the cells of a prison, 
which were denied him where he had a right 
to expect it. Chorion was none of the savage 
herd, who have in latter times kept watch at^ 
the doors of prison-houses. He had a hu- 
mane heart, capable of feeling the distresses 
of bis fellow-creatures. The necessary strict- 
ness and severity, of his office was always 
performed with a reluctant hand, and with 
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inward geosatioiMp becomitig a decendant of 
Adam. 

Tbe dream was suggested al^ Gabriel's re- 
quest, by one of tbe beoevolent ethereal spirits^ 
with a view to render Chorioa as gentle as 
might be to Joseph, during the absence of his 
guardian angel, who upon hitf account was 
ascended to the empyreum. It had its desired 
eflecty for tbe cautious^ jailor, for fear that he 
should add to jthe sufferings of the innocent, 
was extremely gentle and tender to all his 
prisonei^. .' 

The following night having sp/ead the 
thickest darkness over all the land, neither 
tnoonnor star embellished the concave sky. An 
Chorion stood upon his tower, he sawat.adisr 
tance, darting through the air, a form^ divinely 
beautiful and fair, surrounded with glory almost 
too strong for his visual orI)s to sustain, and 
followed by a train of stupendous splendour, 
which evidently bespoke the visitant to be of 
celestial lineage. As he drew near and went 
past the keeper to tbe prison, he bad as good 
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a view of him as his confusion would suffer 
him to take. For Joseph's sake, the friendly 
angel thought proper to favour Chorion with 
a glimpse of. ethereal brilliance, and bat a 
•glimpse, lest he should, by too rich a display 
of celestial excellence, overturn the reasoning 
powers of his mind. " Some heavenly deity,'' 
cried Chorion in a rapture, '' some god, who 
defends virtue and innocence, propitious to 
the cries o$ distress, condescends to visit the 
loathsome cells of a miserable prison. See, he 
is gone directly to the stranger's apartments. 
The youth is innocent of whatever he is ac- 
cused of; the holy ^ods will not condescend 
to visit the guilty. This is the Iamb that fled 
tolme for protection. O lovely youth, as far 
as poor Chorion's influence can go, you shall 
meet with nothing but friendship within these 
walls. I will ease you of your chains, and 
provide -suitable aj^artments for your recep- 



Mean while Gabriel stood confest in Joseph's 
cell, and even groaned to see the ^on of Israel 
encumbered with- horrid chains. Secretly he 
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and comforts and iostruets him. 

gave bim a celestial draught, jost drawn from 
the fountain of life/ which enabled him with 
pleasure to bear the heavenly radiance mtji 
which he was arrayed. " Fear not, Joseph," 
said the splendid messenger, ** I am Gabriel^ 
of whom thou hast often heard ; Gabriel, who 
stand in the presence of the Lord. This is the 
first time indeed of my appearing to thee, but 
thou hast long been my careful charge. It 
was I that sent Abel thy kinsman to comfort 
thee when thou wast in the pit. I stood by 
with unspeakable pleasure, and beheld the 
noble resistance you made to the temptations 
of your mistress; and rejoiced to see you 
come off a conqueror from, danger so fatal. 
Your present afflictions, my Joseph> are not 
the fruit of guilt on your p«rt. They are 
such as you shall be delivered from. • But, oh, 
what keen remorse would have torn your heart 
had yon been left, Joseph, to tin jsq loudly 
against your God ! From some inkling which 
the infernal spirits had got of the designs of 
your God towards you, they have - leagued . 
together to destroy you ; and two of the most 
active of itie damned race, as agents for the 
f6 
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rebellions conunanitj, vadertook to accon- 
plish joor roio; BelplMgor and Adramelech: 
ti^y stirred op year brethren against yon, 
and had I not interposed, your blood would 
have been sacrificed to their malice. Little 
did they know that *tbe very means which 
they took to frustrate the designs of grace^ 
were appointed directly to promote them ; and 
that whilst they were gratifying their own in- 
fernal malice, they were doing what should 
be overruled to your advantage. They in* 
flam^ your mistress with a burning desire to 
enjoy yoar embraces, and turned her love 
into hatred and rage upon being disappointed. 
And it was they who inspired Potiphar with 
the rash design of destroying you. Thus 
far they have been divinely permitted to per- 
secute you, Joseph ; but here end the bounds 
of their permission ; trust in the God of thy 
fathers i let patience have its perfect work ; 
for when thou wet tried, thoo shalt come 
forth as purified gold. Grieve not for your 
father, for you shall yet see him in a strange 
land; and these hands of yours shall close his 
aged eyes, after you have received the paternal 
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beoediction from his prophetic Jips. Potiphar 
will sooD hare his attCDtion attracted by other 
objects, so that he shall not touch your life; 
yoa will yet see him and embrace him as your 
friend, for Sabrina shall one day be made to 
confess her guilt. I leave you, Joseph"; but 
remember the God of your fathers, and serve 
him with a perfect heart.- I have prejudiced 
the keeper much in your favour. The peace 
of the everlasting covenant be with yon/' So 
.saying, he shrouded himself in, darkness, and 
the young patriarch saw him no more. But, 
oh, what pleasure did the seraph's melodions 
voice cause to thriH through the heart of the 
prisoner! Even in a prison 1^ was wrapt np 
into the suburbs of heaven. As soon as the 
morning began to dawn, Chorion the keeper, 
from whose eyes sleep had been banished all 
the night, visited every apartment in prison, 
end when he came to Joseph's cell, he stood 
motionless with awful reverence of his pri- 
soner ; and as soon as he eould speak, witha 
faltering voice he said, *^ I am sorry, Sir, that 
you have been so ill used ; I wish I had known 
jrour desert before, then these i ^ile chains 
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should not have disgraced your Umbs.** So 
sayiDg, he took off his irons, led him up to his 
ova apartments, and treated him with the ut* 
most respect. 

That very day a courier from the frontiers 
of the'kingdom arrived at the war-o^ce, with 
advice that the Ethiopians, then a warlike 
people, had iavaded those parts of the empire 
most contiguous to them ; wherefore Potiphar 
was dispatched at the liead of the army, to 
put a stop to their ravages ; an expedient that 
took off .his attention from Joseph, and kept 
him long at a distance from Memphis. During 
which time our injured hero continued a pri- 
soner, neglected and forgotten ; but the same 
divine and ever watchful providence which 
prospered him in the house of Potiphar, foU 
lowed him still in the house of his prison, and 
succeeded all the works of his hands. 

Amongst the many prisoners that were con-* 
fined for different crimes, were Florilio the 
king'^ principal cupbearer, and Labonah the 
chief bak^^ Having received charge of all 
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the prisoners frodi Chorion the keeper, Joseph 
frequently visited them, and soon contracted 
an intimacy with them. Making bis morning 
visit to Florillo and Labonab, one day after 
he bad beeq near a year in prison, he found a 
pensive sadness lowering upon their heavy 
countenances. '' What is the matter with 
you, my friends?" said he; ''it appears by* 
. your couatenances that your hearts are sor- 
rowful. ' May I beg to know the cause i If ' 
any^thing within my power can be of service 
to you, my a^ssistance may be depended upon." 
— ^' Alas, Sir!" replied the butler,.'' assistance 
can come from the immortal gods alone. Our 
case seems to be beyond the arm of humanity 
to remedy. Each of us has had a dream omi- 
nous^ of some important event; but w];iat it 
may^. portend is to us a secret involved in the 
most cloudy mystery." 

Joseph observed, that dreams are not always 
to be regarded, and even such as are sigoi* 
ficant and ominous, must have their interpret' 
tation from heaven. " Will you tell me your 
dreams ?" said he ; " for some I have in-^ 
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lerpreted ; aod I promise yoo, at least, I 
will not deceive you. But it woald add 
greatly to the kindness, if you would give 
tne with your dreams some account of yoor 
past lives; and I in my turn will freely com- 
municate to you every material part of my 
own history.*' ^ 

*' I am/' said the butler, ^' the only son of 
Arba, an Elamite, who dying when I was very 
young, left me under the care and direction of 
Athgar, nay nncle by the mother's side. The 
tender and delicate usage which I experienced' 
from my parents, was changed into rough and 
rigorous treatment by my uncle; and although 
so very young, I was made to feel the diffe. 
rence between paternal affection and the guar- 
dianship of the nearest kinsman. ' Possessed 
of my father's substance, which he was to 
husband to my advantage, he relished the 
sweets of it so much, that he entertained 
thoughts of keeping it as his own property, 
and took care to let me know that I was solely 
dependent upon him for the means of my 
subsistence. Conscious that in a land of 
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oppressioB^ yhere my uncle had priocipal 
rale, there was little pro«pect of power giving 
place to equity; I was obliged for my own 
safety patiently to bear my injuries ; imagining, 
upon no ill ground, thai oomplaiot of the 
grievances I suffered would only add to the 
weight of mj^ oppressions. It was not long 
before Cushi, an enterprising prince of a 
neigbbonring people, upon some slight pre«r 
tenoe, quarrelled with the king of Elam, and 
invaded bis territories. I was seut to the war 
by my uncle's command, and I had reason to 
iear with a view to rid me out of the way. 
Bot you may think that I bad but little heart 
lb fight in defence of a land where I had 
suffered such base oppression. Our army was 
far from being* either spirited or disciplined 
like the Hummidns under Cushi. The Elamites 
of distinction wallowed in luxury, whilst those 
of inferior rank groaned under oppression. 
Therefore, when they came to face the enemy,' 
they could make but a faint resistance, and 
soon sought for safety in rapid Sight. Many 
were cut to pieces as they fled, aaid taany were - 
taken prisoners by the tiummims, amopgst 
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whom I was one. It was my lot to be broaght 
to Memphis, and sold to one of th^ stewards 
of Pharaoh's household; and I mast say, ia 
honour of my lord, that I have met with more 
hospitable friendship, ahhongh a slave in the , 
royal palace, than I ever received under my 
uncle's roof,- where my own property l^hould 
have procured me welcome. But tha barba- 
rous man did not long enjoy either my estate 
or his own; for the Elamites unable. ever to 
stand before the Hummims, Cushi soon ]be- 
came master of the whole kingdom, and di* 
vided it among his faithful followers. Meaa 
while I was put into the lowest and moat 
servile offite in the palace; which was much 
more agreeable to me than to live near to a 
kinsman, who had in my person violc^ted all 
the laws of hospitality. My advancement was 
by slow degrees from one place to another, , 
till it pleased his majesty to enfranchise me, 
and place me near his person. I had long 
served him in the capacity of cupbearer, 
when his majesty was taken with a violent 
disorder in the yisc^a, which his physicians 
judged to be the effect of poison; and as I 
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bad the inspection of all the wine which he 
draiik^ and mj friend Labonah of all the fraits 
and baked' meats presented at the royal table, 
ure were by special order seized and committed 
to prison till further orders. But far be it 
from Florillo so much as to wish the least 
inconvenience to his royal master. May hea- 
ven preserve the life of Pharaoh to be a bless- 
ing to the land, whatever becomes of me. 
liast night I had a dream which greatly dis- 
turbs me, apparently big with some important 
event.. I -thought there was a vine before 
sne, which divided itself into three luxuriant 
branches, each of which blossomed, budded, 
and brought forth the most delightful grapes 
that I had ever beheld, and that in the great- 
est plenty. I thought that I 'took of the 
grapes that were fully ripe, and pressed them 
into Pharaoh's onyx cup, and presented to 
bim the most mellow and best flavoured wine 
that I remembered ever to have seen. His 
majesty drank the wine, and, smiling, said be 
hoped I would always procure him such wine 
as this ; upon which I awoke full of anxiety 
about the event," 
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* ^** My friend,^ said the son of Jacob, " for 
your having drank of the cop of affliclio'n 
entiiles you to that endearing appellaiiion | 
yea may siake yourself very easy about yont 
dreao), for the God of heaven^ who regards 
Ihe cry of the oppressed, sends you by me ft 
good interpretatioa of it. Before you was a 
lozuriant vine; a gift of God to undeserving^ 
meni ihe fruit of which composeth differeaces^ 
cr^les friendship, dissolves care and melan- 
eboly, and turns pur sadness into joy. The 
three branches are three days, which shall be 
productive of great events in your favour { 
'for on the third day the king shall raise yos 
up out of the prison, restore you to your office, 
to the good graces of your master, and to the 
glowing embrace of your wife and children. 
I beg, Florillo, that you may think of me. I 
have undergone oppressions, at least equal to 
yours, and am here unjustly couBoed, for pre* 
ferring my own and my master's honour to the 
brutal pleasures of the flesh. It will be easy 
for you, when you regain your master's con- 
fidence, to make mention of me to him, and 
procure my release," 
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The fatal Ifttoj^wtalkiB «f the Bakif^i Dream. 

LaboDAh tbe' cook haTiog heard the fa* 
▼oorable interpretation of hit coDipantoo't 
dream, ^d hoping tbat his would be eqaalljr 
m, began wd related it to Joseph aa folio wai 
f*I thoQght I had upon my head three baskeU 
noiade of the whiteat osier, filled with provi* 
aion for Pharaioh's table ; in the first basket 

^ was bread, made of the kidney of the finest 
wheat ; in the second were all manner df 
tasteful viands; and in the third and upper-^ 

- moat were savoury baked meats, snch as my 
maater loveth. But, in spite of all my care, 
as I passed along I could not preserve my 
charge from the rapine of the filthy birds^ 
which ate the baked meats oat of the upper* < 
most basket." — ''I pity your circumstance^ 
'flby friend,'' said Joseph, ''and wi^h it was in 
inj power to give comfort to you; bat your 
fbta, alas! is deterniined. The baskets are 
three days, and within three days the king 
will order you to^ be beheaded ; after wfiicb, 
your body will be hanged on a gibbet, nodtbe 
iMrdaof the air will eat the flesh from off your 

., bones, nor will it be in your power to shun 

1^^ 4he threatening evjL What you have done to 
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deserve it I know uotf bat such is the decree 
of aoerring ProvideDce. Let me therefore 
advise you to make confession to the God of 
beaveni implore his mercy to pardon yoar 
sins^ and grace to fit you for another MrorMi 
for you hietve little more than two days to liva 
in this. Let your case be ever so desperate, 
with him there is mercy, and plenteous re- 
demption to them who call upon him/' 

*' I see then/' returned Labonah> " that 
judgment and justice sleep not, but some- 
times overtake the offender when he thinks 
himself most secure. I am indeed clear from 
every bad design upon Pharaoh. A thouj^t 
of poisoning him never entered my mind. 
Yet I exasperated him, when I found myself 
arrested without: a cause, and wished the deed 
to. have been done of which I was accused, 
that I might, have had something worthy of 
imprisonment and death. But this was only' 
the effect of ungovernable passion; though 
according to the law of Egypt it wiU be 
deemed' high treason, and worthy of death. 
But, alasl although I account myself in tbia 
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to be innocent, it is long since I merited the 
death now to be' inflicted on me ; so that 
howerer inequitable I account the sentence of 
Pharaoh, that of the gods is just. I am a 
Lybian by birth. Obed, my father, left my 
elder brother and me possessed of. his whole 
estate, which was very considerable. Osmyn, 
' my brother, was industrious and frugal, by 
which means he greatly increased his wealth, 
gained the friendship of his superiors, and the 
veneration of people of lower birth. For my 
own part I minded nothing but pleasure, and 
those were my choicest companions who trere 
the greatest voluptuaries. By these means 
my wealth was impaired, and J began to wish 
my niggardly brother, as I then called him, 
ont of the way, that I might possess myself 
lof his estate. Glad would I have been if 
some fatal accident had clipped the thread of 
his life asunder, but i^ was long before I could 
come to a resolution to destroy him ^myself. 
However, at last, by the advice of a lewd 
^woman, I gave him a poison that stole insen- 
sibly into the jmass of blood, and by slow 
degr^s stopped up the springs of lif^. Il 
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Hfms long before its efleet became appareDt^ 
tbotgh at latt it put a perbd to his days, and 
I took posseflsioa of his estate, as beiag hit 
lieir at hiir. Some years I lived in ibe quiet 
enjoymeot of tjie fraits of another's toil, and 
of iny own nnrighteoiisiiess, when an unhappy 
circomstance obliged me to leave all behind, 
and «ee)c for safety in a foreign conntry; 

Having oontracted aa intimacy with the 
vrife of a considerable man in the neigbboar- 
hood, I had the misfortooe to staiy later than 
usaal one evening, when the husband was Bot 
expected to come home; bnt to oar utter 
eottfiraion he entered the chamber, and fooad 
Oft conversing criminally together. How 
nearly, alas ! is one evil allied to another I 
To conceal oat skaaie, and prevent him fr<Mn 
obtaining legal redress, I aroae in a fwy, flew 
to my pdaiard, and plonged it into his 
breast before be had tinie to reflect on bis 
own dishonour. I^soon aa I had perpetmted 
the horrid deed, I faafted from the scene ef 
murder, and retired to rest ia my own apivt- 
meut. In the third ^atch of the night, I 
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was sarprised by a supernatoral light, which* 
darted into my chamber and illumined every 
corner of it. Unused to such phenomena, 
my blood froze in my veins, my hair stood 
upright on my head, and all the horrors of 
my guilt stared me in the face* The light 
increased, and I clearly saw my brother. 
Osmyn, clad in celestial attire, standing by 
my bed-side, whilst he thus addressed me: 
* Wretched Labonah, will thy murdering' 
hand never be tired with shedding innoceat^ 
blood i Was. it not enough to possess your*-^ 
self of my estate, by murdering me; but yoa.^ 
must go and violate your neighbour's bed j' 
And. was it not enough that yoa robbed him 
of his hofvour, and his wife of her virtue, but 
like a villain inured to bloodshed, you must* 
drench yotir thiraty sword in his innocent 
blood i Do not you fear the awful God, who 
bates, injustice and violence, and with whotn 
no unrepenting murderer can dwell? Call y 
you spare no time from yojir riot and wanton- 
ness, to think but a little of the tremendous 
audit to which y^u will soon be called ? Can 
you bear an eternity of unspeakable lormeot^ 
6 16 o 



i 



12 2 THE LIFE OF JOSEPH. 



The Baker's fonner wicked Life. 



rather than forego your, sensual gratifications i 
It is an awful choice, -Labonah, yet that 
choice seems to be yours. Arise, guilty man, 
arise, and flee to sqme foreign country, where 
the vengeance of man will not be able to 
reach thee. But remember, the vengeance of 
God will follow thee ^ven there, and bring 
thee to condign punishment, both in this life, 
and that which is to come, unless thou re- 
pentestof and forsakest thy vicious habits.' So 
saying, the vision departed. And as soon as 
somewhat recovered from my fright, I col- 
lected all my money and jewels, and instantly 
departed for Egypt; in which kingdom I 
went through many scenes, too tedious to 
mention, before 1 arose to the dignity of my 
late station. Too late, I now see, that honour 
and integrity shall preserve those who are 
guided thereby; and that however pleasant 
sensual indulgences for the present may be, 
the end of them is bitter as wormwood." 

Early on the third morning a chariot rolled 
up to the gates of the prison, in which was a 
reverend old man, whose silver hairs hung 
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down in graceful ringlets upon his shoulders $ 
he was come as Florillo's friend, with special 
order to restore the cupbearer to his dignity. 
Along with this senior prince, Joseph beheld 
a young lady, who gave him much uneasiness 
afterwards. She was the beauteous virgia 
Asenahy the only daughter of the prince of 
On, who was also high-priest of Heliopolis. 
An artless modesty greatly improved the na- 
tive elegance and matchless graces of her 
outward form. Her cheeks were a lovely 
mixture of the rose and lily, and her eyes a 
sprightly blue. Her hair in careless elegance 
descended low, and partly covered the strings 
of jet and pearl, which adorned her comely 
neck. The first sight of her wounded the 
youthful son of Jacob, and kindled an uneasy 
unknown passion in his heart. Till now, be: 
never had felt the vacuum left in his breast 
for his other self; but now the damsel had 
fixed her empire in his heart, and the l^ovely- 
image of the fair unknown wantoned per- 
petually before his eyes, whilst he languished 
for the absent substance. But hopeless was 
his passion ; he is a prisoner accused of a 
q2 
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capital transgressioD of the laws, and she a 
person of elevated rank. '^ Tbis, this/' be 
cried, ''must coafonnd all my hopes; and 
I, alas! most languish under a wound in- 
curable." 

Florillo replaced in his office, a guard 
arrived at the king's command, and con- 
ducted despairing Labonah to the place of 
execution, where Joseph's prediction was 
amply verified upon him. But the courtier, 
advanced agaia to favour, forgot the friend- 
ship of Joseph the prisoner. 

Sabrina^s rage had long subsided; her 
deadly hate returned into female tenderness 
and kind relentings. Her thoughts repentant, 
accuse her rashness. And, oh ! her heart ia 
pierced with poignant pain at the thought, 
that her mad revenge causes him, for whom 
sbe ianguisheth, to lie in an oflfensive dun- 
geon; whiUt she had it 'not in her power, 
without exposinig her own shame, to ad- 
minister the least consolation to the injured 
victim of bee rage; or procure the smallest 
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degree of relief for herself. And thus she 
languished awny a miserable dying life at 
home^ whilst Potiphar was dealing slaughter 
and death among the warli{^e Ethiopians, and 
Joseph lay neglected and forgotten in prison. 

" A deep remorse, from con^ience of her sib* 
With con stant horrors, vex her soul within ; 
Her thoughts ten thousand racking torments feel. 
Yet in her treach'rous crime obdurate still ; 
Her life and youthful spirits melt away. 
Her beauty withers with a swift decay : 
By day she wildly raves, consumes the night 
In thoughtless watchings, and imagined fright. 
While airy terrors glide before her sight : 
F^e ghosts with wide distracted eyeballs stare. 
And burning spectres through the darkacM glare." 

ROWE. 
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BOOK V. 



1 HE time of Jo8€ph*s sufFerings elapsed. 
On the very night before his enlargement, tl>© 
monarch had two heaven-inspired dreattis, 
which baffled the skill of al) his diviners. H6 
fancied himself by the side of the river Nile, 
where the monsters of the flood sport them- 
selves on the oozy shore; he saw seven oxen 
of an enormous size, fat, and well fed, ascend 
out of the river, and feed upon the herbage 
of the neighbouring verdant meadow: after- 
wards arose seven meagre and ill-looking 
beasts, upon which there seemed hardly to be 
flesh enough to keep their bones together; 
they also went and grazed on the same mea- 
dow, and presently devoured all its verdure, 
o 5 
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Pharaoh's two prophetic Dreams. 

Still hungry, they set upon the fat oxea and 
ate op them likewise, and yet continued leaa , 
and hungry as ever. A sight so strange in 
itself impressed the monarch's mind so deeply 
that he awoke inconfasion, and sleep departed 
from his eyes. Towards morning he dreamed 
again, and, lo ! he was in the midst of a fertile 
field, admiring the gifts of Ceres, when to his 
wonder and surprise there sprang up instanta- 
neously seven of the largest and loveliest ears 
of wheat that ever the earth produced; and 
presently after there sprang up beside them 
seven thin and blasted ears, which contained 
nothing at all but dust and chaff; and what 
was very strange, the thin and blasted ears 
fell upon and devoured the others, yet still 
continued thin and blasted themselves as be- 
fore. Such were the dreams of Pharaoh, and 
the interpretation was given him likewise in 
his sleep, hut awaking in confusion of mind, 
the interpretation was gone, and he retained 
only the dreams. ^ 

Early in the morning he summoned a con- 
vocation of all such doctors in the metropolis 
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Coovocation of the £gyptlaii Doctors. 

tbat were famous for learning in the Egyptiaa 
scienceft. ^Each appeared in the h^bit of h\% 
order, trailing behind him the ensigns of hia 
reverence: but all in vain their priestly pa- 
rade; for the dumb idols which they adored 
could not speak the interpretation of the mys-» 
tery. Every priest has recourse to different 
schemes of augury, and each produced diffe- 
rent interpretations from his neighbours, but 
all of ihem rejected by the king, who well 
enough knew that none of the;m agreed with 
the interpretation that he had seen in hissleep^ 
although he could not remember it himself; 
All the attempts of the priests became abor* 
tive; and Pharaoh's rage kindling against 
them for their impositions, the cupbearer 
recollected his error, hasted before the king^ 
and thus humbly addressed him : 

*' O king, live for ever! I humbly sue far 
pardon, as I have greatly offended, and have 
not till now recollected my faulty Your ma^ 
jesty may well remember, that falling under 
your royal displeasure, the chief baker and I 
were imprisoned. It oaoie to paV tbat eaph 
e6 . 
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The Butler infonns Pharaoh of Joseph's Sagacity. 

of US had a dream on the same night, which 

greatly troubled us, as no interpretation could 

be found. I dreamed that before me was a noble 

Tine, bearing three luxuriant branches, each of 

which budded, blossomed, and brought forth 

large clusters of grapes, which ripened whilst 

I looked on. I held my lord's onyx cup in my 

hand, took the grapes and pressed them into it, 

and gave it into the hand of my lord to drink: 

your majesty drank,- and was highly pleased 

with the flavour of the wine. The baker also 

'dreamed, and, lo! upon his head were three 

baskets, in *the uppermost of which was all 

manner of baked meats for Pharaoh ; and as 

he brought them to the royal table, the birds 

of heaven descended, and ate the meats out of 

the basket, nor could he keep them away. 

The next morning, as we sat sad and sor^ 

rowful, an amiable young man, a Hebrew, 

in whom is the spirit of the holy gods, and 

who is there unjustly confined, came in and 

interpreted both our dreams according to the 

event. The happy Florillo he restored to his 

master's favour; but the wretched Labonah 

he hanged. Will it please my lord the king 



THE LIFE OF JOSEPH. ISS 

Joseph it brooglit into Pharaoh's Presence. 

to Older the young man before you, and I 
doubt not but he will interpret both of your 
majesty's dreams." 

The impatient monarch immediately or- 
dered Joseph to be brought from prison into 
the roya} presence. Clothed in decent apparel, 
he came ready prepared to give the king an 
answer; for Gabriel his friendly guardian had 
appeared to him and related both the dreams 
and the interpretation of them, and withal 
gave him suitable instructions relative to the 
government of Egypt. As he approached 
the throne with reverence, the eyes of all were 
attracted by the graces of his person, which 
v^ere greatly enlivened by the blush of mo- 
desty which glowed upon his countenance. 
He bowed before the monarch, and silently 
waited his commands. 

The moment that Pharaoh beheld the face 
of Joseph, he saw something in his coun- 
tenance that attracted his friendship. He 
gently took him by the hand, and said, 
^' There is a servant of mine, who has given 
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Jowph interprets Fhumoh's Dreams. 

^OQ the character of a very wise mao^ espe- 
cially ID the matter of opening hidden mys- 
teries, of which he has abundant proof iti his 
own experience. I also have had my dreams, 
the interpretation of which is dark and diffi- 
calt, yet portending some great event." Here 
he related his dreams, and required that Jo- 
seph would lay aside all fear, and reveal the 
simple truth, however disagreeable it might 
seem. 

With a calm and serene countenance, yet 
with an elevated air that displayed the majestic 
dignity of his person, he replied, " Let Pha- 
raoh give glory to the God of heaven, who in 
his great condescension, makes known unto 
the king what he is about to bring to pass on 
the earth. The dreams, my lord, were two 
in form, }'et one in substance and signification. 
The first seven oxen and ears of corn both 
mean the same thing, and reveal to Pharaoh, 
that there shall be seven years of such exces- 
sive plenty of all sorts of grain, as was never 
known in any kingdom from the beginning; 
08 appears by the bulk and fatness, of the first 
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Joseph interprets Pharaoh's Dreams. 

seven oxen, and the largeness and fulness of 
the first seven ears of corn. The second 
seven meagre and ill-looking cattle, and the 
seven thin and blasted ears, denote also seven 
years of such scarcity as has never been known 
in the world, for there shall be neither earing 
nor harvest ; and whereas the latter lean and 
ill-looking cattle ate up the fat and well* 
favoured, and the thin and blasted ears de- 
voured those that were ripe and full, it shews 
that the seven years of plenty will not produce 
sufficient to supply the seven years of famine, 
unless the best economy is established in the 
land. Let my lord the king consider, that 
the great Governor of all raiseth up certain 
men to sovereign rule over their fellow-crea- 
tures, that they may be as fathers unto them, 
and provide for their peace, safety, and supply. 
Thy God, O Pharaoh, who established thy 
throne, hath not revealed this to thee with a 
view to afflict thy royal mind; but that by 
taking proper measures for preserving the 
luxuriant superfluity of the first seven years, 
tbou mayest be able to supply the wants of 
thy people during the seven years of famine, 
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Joseph i«ociTc4 into Pfaanuih*» Friendahip. 

that tbey perish not with hunger. Wherefore 
my advice is, that yoor majesty look out for 
some wise and honest man, suitably qualified, 
and give him a commission for this purpose, 
that the burden may be lighter upon the 
king." 

The king looked with admiration at Joseph 
all the while he was speaking, astonished to 
find so much wisdom in a youth; and as soon 
as he hpd done speaking, sprang from the 
throne, and clasped him in his arms with all 
the ardour of friendship, and said, ** Yes, this 
is the interpretation, and thou art the mao 
who was presented to me in my sleep to be 
my assistant in a work so great. I embrace 
thee therefore as one sent by the God of 
heaven to be a saviour to the people. And 
where, my lords," said he to bis courtiers, 
'^ shall we find one endued with wisdom and 
discretion equal to himf" Now the butler, 
who all this time stood by, a silent but de- 
lighted auditor, came up, and tenderly em^ 
bracing his friend, begged^ pardon for-hia 
long neglect^ and hoped that Joseph would 
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Potiphar tolicHs Pbaraoh for Joseph's Enlargement. 

not impute it to want of regard. Joseph toid 
bitn^ that the Lord's time was noi till now 
come. 

The king then ^ave command to the master 
of his wardrobe to take Joseph away, and 
clothe him in superb array. Just as he de- 
parted from the king's presence,' one of the 
lords in waiting entered, and informed hi« 
majesty that Potiphar^ his general, waited ill 
the hall, and requested a private audience 
upon matters of great importance. '' Let hiot 
come in/' said the king, ''for he is a good 
fiian/' The king retired with Potiphar into 
an aotechamber, and thus he preferred his 
suit : '' May it please your majesty, imme- 
diately before I went by your commission 
against the Ethiopians, I committed the 
steward of my house to prison, on my wife's 
accusing him with an attempt to ravish her; 
it was indeed my intent to have spoken to 
your majesty to have had him put to death; 
but thanks to the gods, the suddenness of the 
invasion, and the urgency of the king's com>^ 
nrand, together with my regard for the public 
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Joteph U clothed in rich Apparel. 

good, made me utterly forget my owq affairs. 
My wife, upoQ my return, hath withdrawa 
her charge, intreating me to procure his re- 
lease, and indemnify him for his unjust im- 
prisonment. This favour therefore I would 
humhly intreat of your majesty ; and, if it be 
agreeable, to take him under your sacred 
protection, for he is one of the most virtuous 
and wise of the human race. Glad should I 
be to enjoy him as my friend and companion 
in Ihy own house; but circumstances forbid 
his re-admission there." 

The king heard with attention, and righlly 
suspecting that Joseph was the person ia 
question, ordered him to be brought agaia 
into his presence. But how great was Poti- 
phar's surprise, to see his friend, his ill-used 
Joseph, brought unto the king clothed ia 
purple, wiih a chain >of gold and diamonds 
about his neck ! He stood motionless for 
some time, then, with an agitated voice, he 
abruptly said, '^ It is he;" and flying to his 
embrace, he held him as if he grew unto him. 
Joseph, equally astonished on his part to find 
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Potipbar relates Sabrina*ar Contrition. 



such a change, said, ** I rejeice, my nlaster, 
OQce more to embrace you as my friend ; and 
Jndeed, Sir, I never gave you cause to be 
otherwise." — " I know it, Joseph, I krtow it/* 
returned he ; " but if his majesty will permit 
me, I will give you an account how it is that 
my friendship hath returned to its proper 
channel. 

"You told me, Joseph, on that detested 
night that I sent yoo to the dungeon, that 
the God whom you and your fathers adore, 
nirould by some means or other clear up your 
innocence, and detect the guilt of your ac- 
cusers: it is done, my friend; your predictioa 
18 fulfilled. Your poor unhappy mistress has 
paid dearly for her folly; she is a proper 
object of your pity, let her then be ever free 
from your resentment. The accursed nurse, 
the wretched Syrena, was more to blame than 
my fond Sabrina ; but I was more to blame 
than both. How could I think that female virtue 
could be insensible of your attracting charms? 
I delighted to present you to her, rejoiced to 
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Sabrina's Contrition. 

se^^ijl\(fiir at any time took frieocliy apon you, 
iDot cetMideriog the danger to which I exposed 
4ny poor uiihappy wife; whereas I ought to 
have concealed you entirely from her sight; 
tMit I exposed her to the snare, and I wonder 
Dot if she was entangled. I grieved to see her 
beauty fade away like the decaying rose, and 
all her wonted vivacity changed into a settled 
melancholy. She lost all taste for pleasure, 
for amusements, company, or dress ; her sleep 
was unsei^sonable, land disturbed with dis^ 
tressing dreams; and oft have I heard her ia 
secret, mourning her betrayed and injured 
lord Potiphar. Cautious of adding to her 
distress, I avoided searching into it ; till last 
eight she sent for me into her apartment^ 
where she has been for several days confined 
to her bed, dangerously ill of a fever. * O 
my lord,' said she, ' can you forgive the most 
wretched creature that ever was confided 
in by an indulgent and over credulous hus- 
band? I have- betrayed you, my lord, and I 
cannot die without informing you of my 
guiltiness. Had the injured Hebrew been do 



^ 
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Sabrioa*t Contrition. 

more virtuous than Sabrina, your bed bad 
been stained with tiie vilest poil.ution.'*— 
* What/ cried I, 'is he not guiliy ?' — 'No, 
my lord/ relurned she, * he is not guilty; his 
virtue is inflexible : neither tears, iatreaties, 
nor threats, could shake his steady mind; he 
trusted in his God, and was delivered ; I alone 
am guilty. I conceived an involuntary pas- 
sion for him the first time you presented him 
to me; conscious of its baseness, I did what I 
eould to stifle it; but do what I would, it 
grew stronger upon me, till it l^urned as a 
iame intolerable. Encouraged by my nurse, 
I gave scope to my wild desires, did all that 
I could to entice bim, but to no purpose. 
Hi& regard to his God and his master pre- 
vailed over all my charms and snares ; and by 
bis stability, be bath convinced me that there 
is something in piety and virtiie which I am 
unacquainted with. O my lord ! may I hope 
to hear the voice of your forgiveness before 
I depart ? and oh I how heartily could I beg 
forgiveness of injured virtue, was I not 
fearful that the sight of the Hebrew would 
overcome me !' 
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Potiptaar*8 Friendship for Joseph. 

" ' Yes, Sabrina/ repFied I, ' I forgive you 
with all my heart; this honest, this frank 
confession is a certain sign of returning 
virtue. I embrace you, my love, and will 
hasten Joseph's enlargement, and reinstate 
him in the family.' — ^ Oh ! never, never," 
answered she ; ' I shall not dare to behold 
him a^ain; for although I feel nothing but 
the most laudable friendship for him now, I 
shall never dare to expose my weakpess to 
danger so imminent any more. Do you, my 
lord, what you can to serve him in any other 
way, but do not let me see him. When I am 
dead you may use your discretion, but save 
your poor, weak, and unstable spouse from 
temptation.' She said, and I promising to 
comply with her request, left her to rest. 
Having unburdened .her mind, she slept com- 
posedly all the night, and I have not seen 
such calm serenity on her countenance for a 
long time, as this morning when I visited her, 
before I came to wait on his majesty.. But I 
see, Joseph, that your God, in whom you 
trusted, would not permit Potiphar to have 
the pleasure of presenting you to the king; 
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Joseph made High-steward of £gypt. 

but whosoever he is that has that honour^ he 
shall be my friend for ever." Pharaoh re- 
pliedy "Joseph hath preferred himself to my 
regard; and your story^ Potiphar, hath ri- 
Yetted him in my esteem. It serves to illus- 
trate and confirm what the native loveliness 
of his features indicates; and let me say, it 
does not a little embellish the character of 
my noble captain, to be so ready to repair 
an injury done through misinformation. Go 
home, my good lord, and let poor penitent 
Sabrina know, that Joseph is second in dig- 
nity and power in the kingdom of Egypt. 
The particulars of which you shall be informed 
of^ Potiphar> at another time.'^ 

The same virtue that enabled Joseph to 
bear with fortitude the adversity to which his 
innocence had exposed him, enabled him now 
to hear his praise echoed from one to another, 
without pride or vanity. His purple robe, 
and almost imperial dignity, altered not the 
native humility and modesty of his mind ; 
whereby he retained his dignity unenvied by 
those of inferior rank. 
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Joseph baikU Granaries for receiving Cora. 



Pharaoh issued a royal proclamation, ia 
which be nominated Joseph as high-steward 
of Egypt; and required all his subjects^ of 
what rank soever, to be aiding and assisliog 
to him in whatsoever work be should under- 
take/ or in whatsoever else he might require. 
Joseph on his part behaved with so roudi 
equity, discretion, and beBevolence, that the 
people in general rejoiced to see the reins o{ 
government put into a hand so suitable. 

Advanced to power, the first thing he did 
was to establish the strictest economy at 
court, to abridge the king's expenses, as much 
as consisted with the dignity of so great a 
monarch, that the exchequer might furnish 
him money sufficient to buy up all the overplus 
of annual grain, and provide proper reposi- 
tories for receiving it w4ien purchased* A 
square mile, on a pleasant meadow adjoioing 
to Memphis, was selected for t he seat- of hi» 
granaries. The spring approached, and every 
thing in nature appeared to bear a fertile 
appearance, for the earth brought forth, not 
in its usual course, but in great abnodanoe. 
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Pharaoh pro|»os€s a Marriage to Joseph. 

At the close of the year Joseph issued a pro- 
cldmatioD, wherein he signified by royal au- 
thority^ that at the king's granaries a certain 
price would be given for. ail the corn that 
should be deli?ered to tlie servants in waiting. 
The proclamation brought prodigious quanti- 
ties of corn froin all quarters, as soon as the 
overflowing of the Nile enabled them to bring 
it by water carriage ^4ind this was continued 
annually for the space of seven years, by 
which time he had filled oVery place that he 
could procure with grain* 

One day King Pharaoh took him into his 
closet, and thus addressed him: ''Joseph, 
I and Egypt in general have reason tofconsider 
you as a preserver apd redeemer^ raised up 
unto us against the day of calamity. As your 
<jrod has been pleased to send you amongst 
us, it behoves us to do what we can to make 
your accommodation agreeable. I have pro- 
posed a match for you, Joseph. Nay, do not 
1>e surprised ; it is with one of the first' ladies 
of the Egyptian empire, for birth, beauty, and 
virtue. I intend to bespeak her for you this 

a 17 H^^ '/'' '- 
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Joseph is perplexed At the King's Proposal of arriage. 

very day. Had I a daughter of my own that 
I deemed worthy of you; she should be your 
bride; but as I cabuot thus gratify myself^ 
I have sought out one to wbpni I think even 
the greatest of monarchs Can have no objec- 
tion.'*— '' I beg," said Joseph^ " that your 
majesty will leisurely think ofot, before you 
propose a matter of such imporiance. How 
^ould a princessof Egypt be debased in being 
given to a mean and once unhappy foreigner, 
whose birth comparAliVely is obscure.'^-^** Say 
no more of it/' replied thie king, ^'for the 
matter is already determined. It will be an 
honour to the greatest princess to be advanced 
to your bed." • 

This advantageous offer met not with that 
agreeable reception. with Joseph as one.woold 
have expected. The fair unknown whom he 
had seen whilst a prisoner, had captfvated his 
heart; for her he languished in secret^ and 
could admit of no thoughts of another to 
have place id his mind. . He knew not weU 
how to conduct himself in a matter so deli* 
cate; but at all events he resolved to do no 
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iTbe Princess Aseoah r^ects the Lord ChaDcellor. 



inJQsUce to his Qi^t Ipye, although unkaowo, 
by admitting a second to bis embr^e. Frioce 
Potiphera^ being then at coqrt. King. Pharaoh 
proposed to him a match between Joseph^ 
lord high chancellor of the kingdom, and the 
loiTely . Asenab, his virtuous daughter* > The 
proposal m^. heartily embraced by the reve- 
rend prinCei an<] atbis master's command: he 
went home to qoojsoH l)i9 .4augh^erV ioclina-^ 
tions. But how great was his surprise to.^nd 
Asenah utterly averse to the honourable com-* 
pact. /' I entreaty my. father/' she criedj witb 
tears like pearls -propping down her cheeks^ 
<5 1 entreat that you will not o1)lige. me to 
marry a mapifor whom I have not the slightest 
ndegree^of d^sife^ and who since this proposal 
is becomes the object of npy real aversion."-— 
'^"Whait: objeqtioa can you ; have, Asenah/' 
replied . hcf, 'f. to rtbe lord, high chancellor^, the 
favourite lof: both kiiig and people f Incon- 
siderate -itomaOi it is the greatest honour the 
king.oim confer upon you, and; I insist on' 
your embracing it; otherwise giv^ me a plain 
account of your, reasons for refusing it/"— 
H Q; 
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Aienah id Iotc with the gidlaot Hebrew. 



<' Ab, Sir r said she, " Hie lord high cbancelbr 
is not the maa nrho cab ffia|ce me happy, and 
I would 'not marry tiil I can faa?ie the proiipeci 
of being happy in Oiy hosbaad.^' ' 

Tonng Asenah was ode of the party/ who 
to grace the ouptiak of JPotiphar aitd Sabrina 
went to hnot the mbb^eribf the d^eeert/and 
liad seen the yooog tlebi^w's distinguished 
gallantry, in rescuing bis mistress from the 
ferocity of the desperate lion. Her young 
atid tender heart could not' but feel the im* 
pression of the many grains of bis amiable; 
person; but his generous valour most sensibly 
touched her; in shoit, she conceived a most 
ardent and virtuous pilssioni for him, and re« 
sotved, that if eve^ she shoold enter into the 
marriage relation, Joseph, the gallant Hebrew, 
should be the nian of her choice* Btit seeing 
nothing of him for a long time, she conceived 
a dislike to all other nien ; and DOtwiibstanding 
the fame of the lord high chancellor resounded 
through every Egyptian mansfon, she never 
had the curiosity so much as to look upon hiai. 
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Joseph's and Asenali's Surprise at their first Intnriew. 

It was insisted on^ how^verv by Pharaoh 
and Potipfaeraby that she 'should have aa in- 
terview.wiih Joseph; notwiUistandipg^ they 
had both of them too much goodness abso- 
lutely to force the inclinations of either.. Bat 
'when they met, what a delighlful surprise was 
it to Joseph to realize in Asenah the features^ 
ibe air^ arid the very person of the lovely 
'Virgin whom he had seen wirilfit a prisoner^ 
aiidv for : whom^ although unknown^ he had 
irendunced the whole, feoiale race ! Nor was 
ilsenah's anrprise inferior in viewing in the 
person, of the Jord high chaqqellor ev^ry fea- 
ture and gesture of her alo^ft adored Hebrew. 
Never did two con^e together with more con- 
summate aversion to each other, and never 
were tWia more* agreeably .disappointed* '^And 
is it you, ray lovely fair, for whom I so long 
have sighed,: thai unl^n^.wn to me bis majesty 
designed for my spouse i^ ] said Joseph* *^X) 
my love» you cannot qonceive what antipathy . 
I entertain^ against you; but blessed be the 
God of heaveti who brings the object of my 
warmest wishes to my bosom." — ^'^ And can it 

be possible, that. you» ipy lord, are the very 
)h3 
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'Murriage df Jocepb to the Priiwess Asenah* 

delivered of ihe fdir Sabrioaf" said Aseoah. 
^' Ever sifice that joYial day, the noble, the 
gallant Hebrew, b&s been thf^sole lord of all 
my affection. What a blessed' Pro videnoe it 
this, that crowns wy wishes by oootradicting 
my inclinations ! for I bated you, Joseph; I 
hated the lord high chaneellor of Egypt for 
the sake of my amtable Hebrew. Let tw adore 
the wisdom and goodness of il]atGod> who 
has in- auch a desir&ble manaer disappointed 
our fears." The tiujf^tials' were solemnized^the 
ensuing day, in the< presence-of the monarch* 
GreiEtt joy abounded' aodoagst the people upoa 
the occ^iod, and ev^ry body wiisbed prosperiij 
to the new married couple. 

Whilst Jofcph continued proBperoosly -to 
goverrt £gypt;it ptiea^ed God to visit doqiieat 
Judah with a remembrance of his former 
treachery. Er, his first born, mature kk 
years, married a damsel whose name was 
Tamar, yoiidg, beautiful, iEind' virtuous; in 
many respects surpassing her fellows. Er was 
atheistical ' and profltgtite ; disregarded . the 
comitaands of Abraham's Grod, and soiighi 



■ TflE Um CKF<roaEPH. 151 

- ■ ^' ' ' ' 

The 2>c«Ui 6f Jadah^i Son. 

only to gratify a sensual appetite, and wallow 
io the. pleasures of the flesh. Judab add 
Shuab, his par^ta> endeavoured to correct the 
irregularities of tiis life, by wholesome precepts 
aud example; but all their iastmctioos he 
foolishly. rejected, and sought for death. in the ^ , 
error of his way. His disposition was the 
very reverse of Joseph's amiable qualities; 
viruie was the delight of the one, but vice, 
alooewas the pursuit of the other. It bap* 
pened^oa a day tkat JBt was ' dent, to, a distant 
part of tbeicountry upon some rural buaioess, 
wheq going past. a* fatal thicket^ a p^ntbec 
8pi3u»g from the. midst o£ it| aad> instantly 
tofe Mm to pieces. . Not retaining at the time 
eapeeted; messengers^ were dispaU^bed to seek 
fgt^ himj and found bim^ misacably torq bjj^ 
that monster of the wood.. Then it wals ibal 
Judab began to realize in his own experience 
* ihelieaiv wringing agoBtes of his fktber upon 
Joseph's bloody coal being presented to him* 
Then, the [^hetic address of bis suppliant 
brother, begging for life^ returned to hia mindp 
with all its affecting circnmstancesi And to the 
^s of bis son, be bad the paiofol ri^flection 
H4 
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of its beiDg a jost jadgmeDt of the Oinnipo- 
tent upon bim, for having joined bis brethren 
to bring affliction upon cbosep Jacobs 

That the name of the elder born miglu not 
become extinct io Judab's ramily^ Tamar waa 
given to' Onan, that seed migbt be raised up 
to his deceased broiher; but Onan*s heart 
being attracted by aiher charms^ and knowing 
that should the marriage bed become fruitful 
the children would not bear his name ; he took 
care to prevent the fruits of their intercourse^ 
though he did not altogether deny the plea* 
sures of the conjugal state. What he did 
was oflensive to the eyeof infinite holiness; and 
the Most High, to avenge himself of his im- 
piety, struck him dead with a blast of lightning 
darted from the aerial stores of wrath. 

O Judah! how senaibly was thy heart, 
affected by thi$ second stroke of the diving, 
hand! How didst thou read thy sin in thy 
punishment! Bdth thy sons snatched away 
by deaths in the(prime of their days. Tamar, 
thy daughter-in-law, had the bitterness of 
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Jadab*8 Sorrow for his Violence to Joseph. 



burying two husbands ere she reached the 
meridian of life. Shelah alone, young and 
tender, supports the hopes of thy family. 
How.did thy heart pant with jealous fear, lest 
vengeance should write thee down childless, 
and summon young Shelah to follow bis elder 
brethren. Nothing but the fear of Simepn 
and Levi kept JudAh back from making a full 
confession of his guilt before the venerable 
patriarch. But the fear of them restrained 
faim still from. duty, especially as he could 
nev^r hear in what manner the Ishmaelites 
bad disposed of Joseph. 
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Joseph purchaseth all the spare Com in Egypt for 
seven Years-^The Famine begins to be felt'— Jacob 
sendeth his Sons down to Egypt to buy Com— 
Simeon's Dreatm by the Way — They are brought 
before Joseph — He knows them., but they know not 
him — He questions them strictly, and chargeth 
them with being Spies^^They study to clear theni" 
selves of the Charge-^He proposeth to send one of 
them to bring Benjamin down-^^That is objected to, 
on account of Israel and his Family — They are im-* 
. prisoned three Days-^The Brethren reason concern- 
ing their Cruelty to Joseph, and consider all this as 
the Hand of God upon them — Simeon bound and 
cast into Prison — The rest set out on their Journey — 
They are surprised at finding their Money returned 
in their Sacks — They arrive in Canaan, and relate 
to their Father all that befel them in Egypt-^Long 
Discourse between Jacob cmd them, upon their pre- 
sent Circumstancesr—They persuade Jacob to send 
Benjamin along with them — Jacob favoured with a 

. divine Vision, and is comforted. 
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JPHARAOH had soch proofs daily of Joseph V 
wisdom and fidelityi thai he fixed do limits to 
his power; whatever ^was done throughout the 
land of Egypt, he was the doer of it; and 
whatever be did prospered in bis hand. His 
equipage wasliext in grandeur to tbut of the 
monarch himself, and only in the throne was 
Pharaoh grater than he. He went through 
the whole kingdom, provided graoari^s, ap* 
)>ointed deputies in every province for purr 
chasing all sorts of grain, the advantage of 
which was afterwards found not only by the 
Egyptians, but other kingdoms adjacent. 

.A« bis duty and pleasure ran in the same 
ch^nel, be collected com surfficieot during 



,' ;USEPH. 

..c -pare Corn in Egypt. 



^- 



..uiV CO supply the Egyptian 

. . j^ven years of famine, bad it 

.^suie of God to continue it so 

.ii» he was prompted to by bis na- 

.. ^leiice, that tbereby he might assist 

.:3Liessed states. Never was person 

. venerated than Joseph was by the Egyp- 

..is, when they saw every thing come to pass 

.cording to his prediction. All held him to 

>c a peculiar favourite of the gods, and many 

jt' the vulgar could not help believing him to 

be some celestial deity, come down in human 

form to be the preserver of their beloved 

nation ; for the Eg^'ptians were under no doubt 

at all that they were the people most dear to 

heaiven. What different treatment did Elijah 

neet with from the seed of Israel, when he 

foretold the famine that fell out in his days 1 

He was accounted the troubler of Israel, and 

-was glad to fly for his life. 

/ 
Joseph li^d continued to purchase corn for 

the space of seven years ; but such was now 

^be will of Providence, that the rains fell not 

A^ their seasoQ upon the oiountains of Abys- 
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The' F^unine begins to be felt in Canaan. 

siaia in their nsaal quantity, to feed the 
streams of the Nile. So that the waters mea* 
sured not above ^even cubits upon the Nile* 
scope ; a quantity scarcely snjg^icient to water 
the very lowest parts of the country. Of 
course there was very little grain produced in 
any part of the land, and that which grew was 
like Pharaoh's thin ears, not worth the reap- 
ing. Nbw the famine began^ sensibly to be 
felt in the land of Canaan; and the Egyptians 
applied in their turn to their provident gover*- 
nor, to pui^hase food for their families. 

The aged patriarch, seeing the approach of 
pale hunger towards l/is family, made diligent 
enquiry where food ^ifiight- be' procured for 
money; and being inftirmed that iii Egypt 
only there was com, he sissembled his de-^ 
«cendan^s, and thus aiddressed them: '^Yod 
see, my sons, that the all-wise Governor, pro- 
voked by the siqs of men, has denied the first 
and lattler rains in 'their season. Those lofty 
seais which ride upon the air nte not suffered 
to descend aiid visit the thirsty world. Yod 
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Jacob addresses bis Sons. 



see there is neither earing npr harvest in the 
landyour family provision is almost exhausted, 
aod ghastly famine makes hasty strides to- 
wards the dwelling of Israel. But why stand 
we gazing fearfully one at another I Let us 
use the means of support whilst in oiir power. 
We can but die when the means of life have 
forsaken us. I am informed that fertile Egjcpt 
abounds with provision, whilst the rest of the 
world is starving for want; and that so hos- 
pitable is the governor of that land, that be 
sends none avtray empty who apply unto him 
for relief. Arise therefore, my sons, go down 
thither, and bring us provision for money 4 for 
money will be useless to us when the staff of 
bread is ciU off from ^r mouths. Thus shall 
you avoid seeing your wives and children 
perish for want of sustenance. Go all of yon 
except Benjamin;. I desire that he toay be left 
to superintend our domestic affairs in your 
absence.'* Benjaoiin being all that the patri- 
arch now possessed of his dear departed Rachel, 
he could not bear the Thoughts of his being 
exposed to th^ dangers of such a journey. 
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The Sods of Israel go into Egypt. 



The sons of Israel readily agreed to bis 
proposal^ and departed the ensuing morniog 
towards £gjpt« Tvrr^ days before they arrived 
at the capital^ in tbe dead of the night, as 
they slept in the inn, Simeon dreaooed that he 
ifas at Dothan along with his brethren, con- 
sulting the death of Joseph ; which being 
determined, he thought that jost as they were 
going to cast hiin into the pit, an invisible haml 
was stretched down from heaven, snatched 
Joseph from the threatening danger,* and 
carried hini out of their sight. And as it' 
lifted Joseph from the earth, with a jostle 
tumbled Simeon himself into the pit designed 
for his brother; Alarmed with his danger, he 
awoke in a fright ere he reached the bqttOm. 
Hard as his flinty heart was, the impressioi^ 
of his dream made him realize the anxiety of 
Joseph's mind on that day of his calamity. 
Nor could he, notwithstanding his resolation 
and courage, prevent his heart being dejected^ 
under the apprehension that his dream was 
jominons of some event fatal to his peace* 
Therefore the rest of the journey was dull and 
unpleasant to him. ' . 
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Josei^'s Brethren broac^t before bim. 

Joseph by tbe spirit of prophecy knew that 
the famine was'.exteosivei and reached even to 
the laad of his fathers*, and therefore coq- 
jectured • that amongst the maqy M^ho can^e 
for provision, his brethren also might arrive ; 
therefore described theip to his steward, and 
directed hi oiy that if such men should arrive, 
they' should. aot be served before they. were 
tHTodght befodre him. Accordiogly when they, 
came and applied at the granaries for cori^ 
ib^ were directed to watt on the governor'^ 
steniardr who told them, that he ccfuld. pot 
posaii^ly: give tbem< an answer till bis m^ster^ 
the lord high cbaacellor, came hoaie ; but ibul 
beiog only gone out with bis majesty, for aa 
firing, he would have them abide ne^j: tbiT 
palace* till noon^about which time heexpeet^ 
bis. return. They, did sp, aotd beheld spQb 
dazaling splendour in the kiagls and Joseph'^ 
equipage, as they bad never seen at any tindip 
before. 

Brought before Joseph, be immediately re* 
eolleoted the features of every couuienance^ 
but they had not the least suspicion of bim i 
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Joseph qtteatiomt fais Brethren strictly^ 

and Aotwithstaadiog bis eminent meekness and 
humanitj, lie could not h^Jp the recollectioa 
of ibeir basenets.^^ The sigbt of tbem brought 
all bis safferuiga aflre^h to his mind. They 
bow before bim wiih the most bumble. reve-. 
rence, vitb their faces towards the earth, and 
wait for him to ask their business. This 
brought his dreams also to his mind, and 
with a borcowed ster^ess, he demanded their 
basipeas wi>ih hitp^ aod directed jbus eye chiefly 
to Simeon. 

< Judak Mplki^ for be: wa§^ s^^aker at this 
time for the reat,. r'' May: it please your ^xcel* 
Uocj, we are from/ the la*d of Canaan. Being 
pressed with the famine, in ouv native country, 
hearing that there was pleaAy of cprn in Egyptf 
and also the fame of the govicr&or's bospitaliiyy 
we were induced to cbme dowfi' to purchase a 
liille food focoursieWeSyOUfr wives, and cbil- 
dreo, that they perbh not in the general 
'scarciity.': 

'^ Tell me not,'' said he, with a menacing 
countenance, ^^jof such men as you being Gon« 
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Joseph qaestions bis Brethren strictly. 

cerned in traffic. There is. something in each 
of yoa that bespeaks yoa sprung from no com- 
inon race; for by your deportoieot joo might 
be the sons of a king. I suspect yoa - to be 
men of birth, servants of some martial enler^ 
prising state, come under this disguise to spy 
out the nak^ness of the land." . . , 



'' No, my lord/' returned the |>arent of th« 
Jews, "we are no'spies^ 'but true men; by 
the nakedness of our own country fonsed td 
seek for provision in a land more blessed with 
the bounties of Providenoev W€ ^re strangers 
to court intrigue^ and have Ho concern in mar- 
tial achievements. - Wliat^ver may be the ap- 
pearatices of our persons, your excellency may 
assure youfself that alhour concern has been 
about cattle from our infancy. For your ser.* 
Vants are not courtievsy but simple shepherds, 
find our only business in Egypt is to procure 
food for our fantities, for which we are very 
willing to pay whatever my lord may demand.'^ 

'' No, no," returned Joseph, "such men as 
you have not the appearance of shepherds. 
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Joseph i|ae8tions his Brethren strictly. 



Nor does yodr eloquence^ my friend, discover 
yoo to bead atteodant on the bleating herd. 
You woutld not be proper agepts for carrying 
on a treacheroas design against oar state, if 
you bad not sagacity to cover it over with 
dissimulation and. guile. I tell you/ you are 
spies, come with a bad design against . the 
slate/' .. 

'* Far be it^ my lord," said Judah, "frrom 
your servants, to be goihy of the dissimulation 
that your excellency speaks of. jL assure you 
that we are all shepberdsj^ as our fathers for 
some generations backward have been. We 
are the descendants of Abr/iham, whose name 
perhaps your Excellency has heard of, We 
ten are brethren, sons of one man in the land 
of Canaan. One remains this day with our 
f/ather, and the other, alas! is not now num- 
bered among his brechcen." 

it Well," repjied Joseph, " you declare your 
innocence in p^iat of treachery. But I shall 
not take your bare word for it, but will prove 
you ; and if ye bear the trial, and approve 
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Josefib wishes Bei^$«mki to be brdngbt into Egjyt. 

yoanelves to be troe neo and do spiesy yo^ 
shail find in ore a friend : and you shall tiave 
liberty to go and come at. ydur pleasure, -and 
traffic IB all the coasts of Egypt; bat if it is 
fooad ibat yoo are traitors and spies, yoo shall 
surely be pot to death.- By this shaH you prove 
yourselves to be honest men. liCt one of you 
be dispatched to your father's house, and fetch 
that younger brother of whon^ you speak, and 
then will it appear that your words are right; 
if you refuse this,, it is a sign that your pur- 
pose is bad, and as .tore as Pharaoh lives you 
are spies upon our state.*' 

" No, niy lord, we are not spies indeed," 
answered Judah with a submissive voice; '< not- 
withstanding we have one reason wherefore 
we cannot with pleasure submit to your excel- 
lency's command; and that is not the fear of 
being detected as spies> bat the famine of our 
houses; for we left but barely sufficient to 
supply the wants of our v^ives. and children, 
daring the time necessary for us to come hither 
for food, and return again unto thepa. If we 
should do as my lord hath said, then must all 



THE LIFE OF JOSEPH. 167 

Joseph unprisons bis'Bretbren three Days. 

our father's faoase perish for want in our ab^ 
sence, and vre should be guilty of their blood. 
Whereford if nothing but that wiU* satisfy 
your excelledcy of our fidelity, it rs; better for 
118 to submit to death in a strange lahdy than 
tor return and be witnesses of the evil to oome 
upon our dearest kindred; for we cannot sur- 
vive the destruction of our father's bouse." 



Joseph commanded his guards in waiting 
to take t)ie ten brethren into custody ^^ and 
caxry them to prison, where be kept them 
three days and three mgbts; but withal lie 
gave secret orders to his st^Wtirdt^o look well 
to them, to their servants and cattle, that they > 
should lack nothing. On the third morning, 
as soon as the sun enlightened ^he earthi he 
ordered them all before him, and thus he ad- 
dressed them : '^ I have considered ^ all that 
you have said when you were last befdre me; 
and astliere is a possibility of your testimony 
being trne> I would not expose your old father 
of whom you spake, nor your wives and little 
onas, to the.sev^ity of fanrine; for I fear 
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Joseph's Brethren reasoD conceroingth^ir Cmclty to him. 

God/ and am no straDger to the feelings of 
humanity. One condition I propose to you, 
which must and shall be complied with^ and 
that is, one of you shall be left bound ia the 
house of your prison, as an hostage to ensure 
your return; and all the rest of you shall go 
to your families with what provision you can 
carry, and when you come again, be sure you 
bring your younger brother along with you. 
If you do this, your hostage shall be delivered 
up to you, and you shall all go in p^ace again 
to your father ; b'Ut if you return not, he whom 
I shall secure as an hostage shall pay for your 
unfaithfulness with his life." 

" Ob," said Jiidab, '/ how doth one sin . 
bring a lasting train of evils after it ! £r and 
Onan are fallen victims to that justice which 
avengeth Joseph's afflictions. Another i^ now 
demanded, and who knotes what the issue will 
be f The guilt of our brother*s blood pursues 
us, and embitters every providence. Our Grod 
leaves us to intreat in vain ; because when we 
saw the anguish of his afflicted soul, we would 
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Joseph's Brethren reasoD coDcemiDg^ their CnMlty to him. 

shew him no mercy, aUhoagh he besought its 
with tears; - Lord^ thy conduct is just, we 
>aIone are guilty/' . v^^ , ,- - 

'^Bid nbt I/' said RdubcH, ^'dawbair 
could to dissuade you ft^m^ a d;Bedfto:;Vile 'fl[n4 
barbarous? I qsed ef^y .iargumei^t If/wai 
:paster of^ *td prevail VtwHb^^ou^ .to save ^h^ 
^child's life, but ell ipTain^' And . with )»• vie^r 
to \)0 able to ^tfestofre' liim- to his; father'vs. em- 
brace;'! |M?opo8^(his being let dowOiinto the 
fMt; and hM^ pecfdrnicd my purpose the eo* 
suing night; bed I not been<pretenle<l by y4>iir 
vntimely .sde of him to atiraiig^rs, who h^^ 
carried him I know not whither. ' Qiit'aU-^^- 
ing and ever-watchful Providence, I doubt not, 
:iihdter8 him. frbm ibjmry in^somo cdtf utfy nsore 
bosprtable^ .and affords; hi«ii ithsit peaqe and 
pleasure which he was denied in th^ hou^e of 
hie brethren; whilst. we, his peitse«|u.t!Q4r8^ are 
justly, pursued by ;tbe, aveogiqg bapd^pf 
Josepb^s God/", -.y. :• :, • :.; 

^ L iredy: bottfess," said Simeoii, 'Ubat I 
-never felt a proper remorsefor that siq against 
6 17 I 
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myf brother till < five nights ^go, when I len^ 
luBe4 tlie aagiUBh of bis soul in what I mjf$e)ii 
felt in my dream. And from' what I then fisUy 
I have reason to fear that something of a very 
Jiffli^ing'natn^ is beforatme^ ibr I* found my« 
•elf exactly- is JoBeph^s'circamsiMces when 
Ife'wiis 3lait.in; the pit; since then my miod 
hail never beea^ftree from either the distressing 
ideaof the boyfs anxiety^ or the overwhelmuig 
grief of our poor fatber> when Levi and I pier 
•ented the bidody coat ;tb;.bim al; Hamre« 
But let wh^t ifiU Goinev I fiqd: I.deaerve il^ 
I sbonld wish tp be as ^bmjssiye.in 'tny 
afftiction as 1 was resolute in perj^lrating the 
guilty deed/' 

- little did the sons of Jacob imagine tbfti 
the lord high-ohaacellor understood their disi^ 
course I for the better to conceal bis relatioa 
to them, he had spoken all along by bn inteiv 
preter, whom he caused tp' withdraw as soop 
as his brethren began to ciMiSet amongft 
themselves. With all the distance that Joseph 
affectedi with all the resolution he/could .sum- 
mon up^ he found that becopld notsuppress 



Joseph ovj^r^am^ b^ ^^ .PimiWOpe of |^9 Brethren. 



Ihe risiog li^e.of ,firat£roal nj^ptkt^iy^ rieml/ 
ta gpsh firppi b]^ ey^e^ jap|(m h^ftripg:,bis 
bi:€threD'« peoitent coaj^relic^; ^refojre he 
tiufoed.bim inlo a private apfurtmen^; and .giB^ve 
free veot to the emoiiQD8,Qf ixh .miMily bj?AJrjU 
As jK>OD aii^be had copipqsed biuuelf^ be- re«t 
turae4 to : them iatoth^e M)» md coMiune^ 
with ^hei^ about tbe affairs pjF theii^f^atiyc 
cofm^jT} jti|l tbeir .saji^ks ,were fil^di.fuid tbdr 
fc^weis aad asses J^qaded iviUiL (^jrii. Bqt neuter 
was there z}i^ ,a stn^S)^ b^w^ep ^ovnd 
policy and brotherly teDderness^ as Joseph felt 
in his disturbed mind. Brotherly love urged 
hiiD ;to.fly ,tp .theembraces of bis >bri?tbnen, 
but fK>und poliqy advised to stay bi^ cafepi^e^^ 
till he ,b«d provefj their regard to Benjamifi 
bis brptber.. Sjp^fid policy will prevail over 
passioDy where wi^doni preside* 

' • 
It vfas just ,as Simeoo^s fpTe|bp4iRg.b^t 
had presfl^od^for Jqs(;gb fielec^d 1^ ffpm 
an^g^ bis bre^brefi ^o detaiQ^lF^'^V: postage, 
for the .^iHuffi.qf the re«t$ ftltho^b it went 
now ag^in^^ ^e tepdi^rnes/i otf bis inclipatipn 
to giire ;fai« eveo to S jfpiQoni jsjpce he had . 
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pnnif of lis peaitaioe; bat he foaod 
IHiimrff oader tSv mtdemhroi eh her delaioing 
QBie^ <st£seaFmimg hSmatS to theoi ; the htter 
of vitsdk he cfaoK not to do for the preseoL 
Smeaa t&oefbre was boond in the presence 
c£ hji bcec&ren, sod ooBTejed to prison ; whilst 
&e r^« were dismised from the presence of 
Jofleph, «id bejai thnr joorncj towards Ca- 
xaan; ooc wichoot much reflection upon the 
caHuDiCT to which they were reduced, and 
dieir cnsehj to Joseph as the procuring canse 
cfaE. 

Arrired at the inn, how great was their 
snrprise, when Issachar opening his sack to 
gite his ass proYcnder, fonod all the money he 
had giren for his com retomed in the mouth 
of it; astonished at tlie erent, he tells his, 
Ibrethren. Equally astonished, they fly every' 
man to his sack to examine, and^ \o ! in the 
monthof every man's sack is foand his money 
in foil tale. In silent amazement they look* 
at one another. Every one kiio#s himdelf to 
have been clear;' but no one man conld be* 
certain about bis fellows. All alleged that the 



TBE LIFE OP iOSBPa JJi 

Joseph's Brethren fiii4 the Money refcomed in their Sacks. 

h^nd of their God W9$, upop tb^m for evil ; 
Vutrno ooe could sp.inucU as coDJeqti|re how 
their inpney should come to be returned. Sleep 
departed from the eyes of the patriarchs that 
night, for they expected every momeat to 
be^r ; the voice of the pursoera 9omixig/ to 
cacry them back tp the governor. , {^.shprt^ 
al lii^t tbey coasidered the matter, asi a fraud 
|HU qpop them; to; find. a pretfsxt to i^nsJave 
|h^em>. And well knpwiiig:that;|heir detentioii 
iRf:E^p]t would, projre the destruction of the 
bouse of Jacobs tb^j resoly^d noJt. tp subjnU 
jtamely to their betratyers, but to perish on the 
spot father thl^l be slaves to such p^fidyi^^nd 
jtp.Ml tbeiji^ lives as deiirly as possible. Now 
tbfy li^ment the. ^bsenjco; of^ Simeon, the 
streugtb of wbpse brawjoy arm they had |iere- 
tofore amply proved. •, But all in vain their 
fears, and vain ,thc;ii: d^peratei. purposes; for 
Joseph bad secretly commanded his chief 
factor to return all their pioney into, their 
several sacks, iu the same order in which i^ 
was found j so that when morning came,. none 
appeared in :pur8|Uit of ^^m. They laded 
$beir cattle and proceeded on tbejr journey, 
I 3 
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jl«iiS^Vl^1is arrive in CafbttTD. 



eveiy A6W diid tbelri looking behind tbetift td 
see if any daifgl*r a|)j^T^; and tbtts they 
proceeded fnoiii day to day, tilt they arrited al 
iheir oWtf babitatibtfi; 

The good^ old patriatch looking oat 8a# 
tiiem al^ distance liiotittg^n ht^vilj^ becaasa 
of tbeit !oad^ of prdvisMn. And bow did- bii 
aged heart beat thick with joy to Mfi tbtel 
safely returned with food* fbt theif ^miliea f 
Slit lifow sooti did his* jdy abate, wheii bedia- 
, coveted tbatSinarcfOA wstsmisiio^! 7*heyfoand 
themselreii'mider the nectsfslty of declaring ;aH 
iifaat lis(d ptei^betweeti the gbvernbr of Egypt 
and them in tbetr absence, and that'Benjamiji 
ms deidatidfed. Ui^tkC bearing of Mrhich the 
good mab'ft heart-failed him, Md be cobld not 
forbear tbiis chiding them for their conduct -^ 
" Could not yotr, ntetr of yotff yetti»; neter 
remarkabld for ignorance, have gone and 
bought provision for' us, without revealiag 
the circumstancefsof your JFkmily ? What need 
was there for yoti tb have mentioned that yon - 
bad another bcother Kt all? Tbeit could be 
nothlHg t6 ^ foi^igttet, not would it hare been 
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PiiooMiKcMbc tiireeti JacoIi Md *bU fhmi 

at all 0tM|iiiired into, if.yoa liwl jieot incfiatioud^ 
mentioDed Lu I cainiot'agilee thkt BetiJAihiik 
should go. On your account I am bereaved 
of my Jo9eph. Yoa jiave ho iHpilEf mcfity on 
myrfbcfble fige than to take. Befqifeain away 
alfio,: AH these thiUgsbre^g^attiMk" 

. : iRettbeOi Hike b\d^ bbrsi dpprobchdd; and 
tespedtft]Hy.ad»#elnM his father :i ^: Weire i^« 
ioaensiUe of the^lef aad;affit(;titm pfi^pa^ 
rent, ad Venei'able) tare should debase otoNeh^ 
Mow Uriitaililyrit^elfb Left not. Israel diarg^ 
OS /irtth want.of ieader regard^ if^ we hav^ 
Chroiighilthe neccsnty bf rckcuMstances^ been 
induced to declare what he c6\M .wikh to have 
been concealecl. For my own part, I am of 
ti^lnibo' thai' the gdveroor'f «oQAleD4n)ee iliust 
j^reatly fatii^ his heai4^ if Any* ^vtl it U>.be ap- 
prehended at his hfuid. Tberfe is sooieihiid^ 
eo amiable and. attractive kit him^ that I tinikk 
I could^ without htsitattdn, QQtf list kpy JifesM^ 
his'htedi And as la piioof of my.rfncelrhy^.I 
offer, that if my father will perdait B^fyadiiii 
to go alotig With his br^hrenvbs we bate et}?- 
gaged^ lo let^v0 my two sons, Hanoch and 
14 
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D iico u rM c betwcW Jacob a&d hit Sons. • 

iPballu^ as pledges for his return; Md if aoj 
harm bcffethim, let them be slaiBir*" • 

''Ah, Reobeor replied' the' aged niao> 
^^ thou taikest 10 a' simple style. Shbald Ben« 
jamiQ be lost^ the death of my grandsons 
would but malie the wound deeper and more 
painful.: Joseph is already dead, Benjamin is 
all that is now left of Rachel, for whotp I 
served your grandfeaher fourteen years ^ and 
should bega with you, and evil befal' him, as 
it did Joseph; thia hoary head would eoine 
down witb'ao insupportable load of /sorrow to 
the grave. My son.Beojamla shall: not go 
down with you/^ 

'■:^ Aged Jacobs soon perceiving that their late 
purchase was three-fourths expended, apprised 
}iis som of the n^essity of returning into 
Egypt to renew their stock: of provisions^ to 
prevdnt. the devastatiotis which meagre iamine 
;w(>tild otherwise- make in their dwellings* 
•^^Go^^said he, |'my dons, return into Egypt, 
end buy us a little more, food for* the l^ouse- 
Jholdi^-M^^fWet go^ Sir," replied Judah, "if 
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Discoatve between Jaeob and bis Sod». 

Benjatbia go with us; but if, be is not with 
lis, wecanaot go; for t be Ibrd cbaiicelld» 
sokinnTy protested to. us, that, unlets « wd: 
brought -our youngest brotber with . us, 'we 
should not see his £ace; and that if- ike. dic^ 
briug hrni, we shouM, under the' sbadow o£ 
his proteetioD, hav^ie full liberty to traffic la 
any part of Egypt.. Thinks then, my fether^ 
^hat we are t6 do> for w-aat will speedily bo 
hete.**- ■-. 'A- ':.■.■:.■■- ■ ■ •/ 

The boly maD|;:witli, a. heart wrung with 
sorrow, replied, /' Wbecefore^ Judah, dealt ye 
saill with ^le, asltoiieU the -lord of ibe hind 
that yon had another hrother ; for I uadenstaod 
Khat yoa were speaker fdr yoor brethren i'^ 

** Alas, Sir* the man was very striet io ex-? 
aminiog of us concerning our state, our kin- 
dred, the namber of our father's, children; 
and we told biin the troth, in every .thing* 
Coald we certainly know thai he iiroald d&f 
mand our brother of as i And had we knowa 
that he would say, ^ Bring youc brother down 
s^'ine,' we durst Jtot have dissembled and ut- 
I 5 
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t^red falsehood, for then we should have 
•fiiiiidcd oor God, ami joa yoorself would 
hme grieved for oar* traasgression* Allow me 
tO'sajy that mj ^orthyf father errs ia bi» orer 
^rafeftrloeiss for Baajamio. We are all your 
iOQ9 as weR aft be; therefore eqaaHj entitled 
to yomt tender regard. But Stoneon lies jd 
ebaiDSy iir a foreign land ; pale famine starea 
ydu aod a)f*of as, our wives and little ones, in 
the face. Nothing ean save the life of Sianeon 
but our return into Egypt with our brother 
Benjamin; add nothing can save onv tender 
iafOiMiea at home bat speedy supplies fnym 
tbttt country. Send him with m^, my fathter. 
I will be surety for bira, of my band do yott 
require htm^ If yoa will send him, we wHi 
arise and go directly ; but if not, we cannot 
go. We may as welt stay at home and die 
by famine, with oar wives^ and little ones, as 
be put to the sword in a strange land. l>e- 
tenhine, therefore, what we are to do, my 
father. For unless we bad thus lingered, we 
might have< been all safely returned the secooil 
time. And let Israel consider that certain 
death awaite us all, if Benjamin is not per* 
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Disepnive between Jacob and hit Sons. 

lirtted to ^o with a9| AQdithere i» but a b$r^ 
peradvQiiliijr€.of dangte to. him if be gotfi. 
Rjameoibeff, :my father, the God of Bethel, ift 
whom thoa bast trinlcd, he is in l^pi w 
veil as m.Canabnj He is able to protdel th/ 
BeDJiiifaiti;in what laoH^sbeveif he bei^ 

■ •;. . -'.i . . . •..;:... ..ti '? V- . ■ ' 

He dnded here^ and ike pensive (latriafcil' 
replied, . *' Welly Jtidah,! yonr relMonibg . is. 
home and edaeiusiVe*: Wewiildall the: bogr 
fliiid eoqaire at hisoWii'mombiif heisivilliog^ 
I shall not further -oppose* bia going '; btti:iC 
he ii n&t wiUin^^-i wili:by:naiit^ans eMstrain. 
hidi\ . Are yov wtllingv'Beiiijamin^ to aceooH> 
paay your bretfareb tbroaghiilbe danigeraiof 
anotbei' jdo^tiey xa ESofyp^fiTiN^y protest they:: 
will not g[o*ivitb6«lt yol»| and Labi very nn*^ 
willing to dxpose yonr yooag and tedder yeari 
to the hardships andddngers of such a joar- 
dey. Be free, my son, and speak your mind.** 
Said BenjaeMn^ f^ I sfaookl ill deser^ito call 
Jacob my father, if I should sor^mdch as de^ 
sire to shun any dangers to which my brethren 
are exposed^ Fair bis it from -me to deligfu in 
loitering at bomo^ whilst thjejrby bhr/Mupttail 
i6 
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■ ■ ■■■ ■ ■ — ■ '*^ 

BenjfekmiB wlfbefl-ta'^ wkh bin Brethren. 

toil iare caring for me and my little odes, i 
am not only perfectly wiUing to go with them,, 
my -father, botefendesironsof it; andVould 
hav^ propoied it ere no\r^ bad it not been for 
fear ol^- addivg to yoiir burden, my ftitber^ 
I want <o see this IcMrd ^governor of Egypt. 
I know not how it is, but ever since my bro- 
tber Reuben gave jto to account of him/ I 
have found my mind miaceountably attached. 
Vo him I and last night I dreamed that I stood 
in his presence along with my brethreu, and 
I thoagbt I saw; something so unspeakably 
agreeable in him, that I xouM not but love 
him. - But when became toem brace me (for 
1 thought he embraced, me) I felt such a glow 
of friendship warm my 4>6som, that L never, 
experienced the hke in my life.' For my parr, 
I am of Reuben's .mind, .1 fear no .harm from- 
the lord governor."-r-**Well, my son/' said 
flie hoary patriarch with a. deep groan,.''!. 
must submit. I God grant that ye be not mia- 
ta-ken in the man 1 . 

• *'' $ut, my sons,- take double money along- 
#ith you, besidei that which was .returned ia 
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JMob-ftTpwred with a diTioe Vimob. 

yotor aaok6,:aiid repay : it; ; pef baps; it ^migbl; be 
dooe uodesignedlj by some^of the overseerv 
cf;ihe Btgores.: AiiA go not empty bandbd tir 
the mto^^seeing a -gift in the .'bosom pacifietli ^ 
aager y but) take:jwkh ybv a handsome {present 
of^ the best prodace^of dnr land ^ such as. balm; 
honey, spiceS|«myrrh> nut^i, and alm6nda# And; 
O God Almighty, go thouiltvj'th my sods, find 
give them favour in the sight of the governor." 

The sons of Israel departed ; the Lord ap« 
peared unto Jacob in a vision of the night, 
and said onto him, ''Jacob, what seest thou?" 
Jacob replied, '' I see an almond tree, exceed- 
ing fair, smooth and strong in the trunk, 
\branched out into twelve capital boughs, each 
of which ' is subdivided into innumerable 
branches, and all laden with fruit of the most 
luxuriant growth." The vision answered, 
" Thou hast well seen, Jacob. Thou art the 
beautiful almond tree. From thee twelve 
branches are sprung, which shall bring forth 
seed innumerable as the sand of the seai Ask 
not how it can be done, seeing one branch is 
lopped off from the native stem ? Be satisfied 
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Jacob eamkiiM hf'n divim Vl^oii. 

ki' thiBp tbat what iDfinite wisdom faatb par* 
IM>ted,«bnigbtyt power cati accomplish; leav^ 
thy .Bbojabiio to the care 6f bis Qody for them 
abaR. embrace hinol > ia safetj.'^ So spake the 
Tision^ABd departing left a glow; of Seraphic 
ferVoUrao ihepdtriarch'a liearti somethibg like 
that which he felt at Peniel, i|befay Uk^ a prince^ 
be prevailed with GodJ 
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dine with tlie Governor — Their Jealousy of some 
Design against them — Simeon*s Opinion is asked-^ 
Their Meeting with Joseph — His Struggle with 
natural Affection. — They dine with him — His Scheme 
to try their Affection to Benjamin — They are pursued 
by tlie Steward — Searched, and Benjamin is con-^ 
victed of stealing Joseph's Cup — They all return to 
the Palace — Judah confesseth their former Guilt — 
Levis Lamentation for Benjamin — JudaKs Defence 
of Benjamin — Benjamin studieth to reconcile his 
Brethren to his Fate — Simeon and Levi resolve to 
rescue him or die with him^-Joseph makes himself 
known to his Brethren — He comforts and encourages 
them — Invites them and all his Father* s House to 
come to live in Egypt — They regale themselves Icith 
Joseph, ^nd depart from Egypt, 



"S:^* 



BOOK VIL 



O^RRIVEl) in E^ypt^'they wtfre oonducted 
into 'the governor*s preseace^ who inxvardly 
rgdiced t6 see the sodb of his father safely 
lcet^rfied> in cbiatiaHy with Beajainlfei hi» 
brother. ^W^ll^** said he,^' you have fulfilled 
ifaie conditidn On' your ^rt, It behoves me to 
1>e equally faithful on mine; I shall give or« 
fd'ers fo^ your brother^s imoiediate release firoflb 
|>tisod/' WHetk be saw them all together^ he 
desired that his steward w.ovId make plentiful 
provision; ^^'for^^'Sai^ he,-'' these men shall 
be my guestfr to-day."'- Having gived neoca* 
sary orders for his honsehold affairs, and hav* 
ing business to dispatch abroad, he left his 
In^efhren alone until noon. Now Judab ap- 
prbtfohed the steward, >and thus apologized fox 
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Judah apologizes for'tlie refUrhed Money, 



the money that was returned in their sacks : 
" O my lord, we are under great difficulty at 
present, and have need of your friendship, as 
your influence with my lord the chancellor is 
great. When we came ^ov^n lit. first, notwitb«> 
standing your lord was jealous of us, we had 
indeed do other business in Egypt but to buy 
ibod for our families* The corn we purchased, 
and as we thought paid for, but to our great 
>tif prills .imd griefys^ii^a we openecl: .oqr tacKi, 
etery. maa found .bis ^aioney in full weight; ia 
themoftibof hi$ sack; bow it came them ^f 
cai^Doc ooueeilre ; bat wUliog tQ deal vprigh^y 
Irith all metky.vfe fi^ave bf ought .that, moni^f 
vfatch wasj^etiiroed agiiia m.our.handj b^sidcf 
tlie moii^ which > we would doW. ky <)tiit: for 
ftcdb provision. Will it please my lard to 
adcept the returned mooeyyiajid. (litrdOA: what 
oversight soever laight occasiQa.tt. We.have 
aIso brought d small preseat:<tf the^jrn^ts of 
our land, for my loil} tbii cbancelloryiwhiob we 
beg yon woofd present to him in our narne.*- 

^' Your presetat for my lord," said the 8tew« 
#r<)i " I wiilingly accept for him ; but aa fot 
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Joacpb'ft BrttlMNia inhrlMd to4iae' iriili him* 

yotk"^ money y I cannot receite it, a» ybupml 
the full ^dais when yoo received yow: ooro; 
As to the money yoo found ia^ your niiorkti 
make yourselves very easy about it; it da^a 
gift of your Grod, from which bo evil ivUkeiy 
to eiMoe. Set your beaxts at ^re«t, and coim 
pol^ yoarselves^ for I liaye orders' im&^.my 
lord to infortt yow^that be expectaiyou all to 
ditib with hitn at noon^ in Y^h palace/' . Aa 
thejrdid not mdofer relish this invitation> they 
trdHld'^lAKlly have es^sedtfaenraelvea front 
tke hoikMir desigtt^) and trithiJiiiore p^Aotfal 
thoughts have dined on a bumble allowance 
lb thdr init; but as no excuse conUM ttd* 
niStted, they tret^ obliged' to submit^ to th^ 
gdvemorV pleailu^€f< • ■ 

The stewed Withdi-at^n, and tbcy left alone^ 
iliey begM ihn< ivreaMn one with- andtben 
On^ aaid, *^ Sitfiera^ reteastr looks well upon 
the governor's Gfide^ bdt I likejioi thii invita-^ 
tiod. There is oftentimes the most nialtgoanft 
design carried On under the ma^k of fiiendf* 
ship."— ^' Now ^e have convinced him thai 
we are no spies/' said Mother^*' I fear he ia 
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Joseph*! Br^tbien are.feaifaJi of some Ptot, . 

4bout devising some.other plausible plreteoo* 
to detain us as slaves lo the laod/'-r-*'' I muH 
cohfess/' said a third, '.' that an iiivitation id 
ftoch as we to dioe with the second person of 
die empire, looks very dubious.^'-Tr" For qiy 
part," said young Benjamin, ^^ I am under no 
apprehension'of any such thing. I see some- 
thing in my lord chancellor tlvLt cpnvinoeth 
me that it:is impossible for him to allow bim-^ 
self in unrighteousness. What is your opioiop^ 
Simeon? You have bad more acqumiftaace 
trtth the Egyptian manner^ than we have bad»t 

V^fR^idFy, my brother/* said Simeon, ''I 
kiiow not.what to think of the presept rnt^ita* 
tion any niore than the rest of you. To me 
it must seem somewhat mysterious to be. 
brought from.af prison to -dine Jn a- palace. 
Yet I assure you, I have met with sp ill usage 
here, further tfaaa my confinement. ^J was 
bound, you saw,4d yOur presence; but as sooa 
as yon were departed, I was led away to aa 
apartment, agreeable in all respects, except 
that I was confi:ned to it. I was daily supplied 
with plenty of excelleut food, but from wbenco 
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and' ask Simeon lor his Opinion. 



it came I was never informed. The govieraor 
himself did me the honoar of frequent visits^ 
and conversed familiarly with > me concerning 
ihe Hebrew lineage (for be appears to 'be no 
stranger to Abrahatb^ notwitfastanditig bef 19 
an Egyptian) toticerning our fiither add 
Benjamin;* and especially doncerning ' the 
death of Joseph ; and I have observed, that 
Vr hen we have been convershirg itbovit these 
things, sometimes the tears wb'tild steal invo« 
luntariiy from his eyes. I cannot say that I 
have any apprehension of evil now yon have 
folfifled your engagements.*^ ' '• . < 

As they Were thus te^sbntng among them-' 
selves, Joseph came home, and ordered them 
into the hall of his palace. The stewdrd^ at 
their request, presented the balm*, myrrh, 8c.c. 
which he received with visible satisfaction, to 
the 'gteii pleasure of bis brethreti. Then be 
ordered them all to sit down, and' enquired 
after their welfare. 

** Have you beeii all well; my friends," said 
he, " since your departure hence ? Did yoa 
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Beoj^^nia uftioji^ced.tp Jos«!pb. 

fiod yp^r good old father «liye and ,weU f Are 
yonr wives and cbil^risQ well V* 

jA^ah replied, " We ^gpt well ,hpme^ ap4 
fpiuid thy seryaat oor iaiber in as gQod.heaiih 
4|s his advanced age woald pei^aiit; likewise 
Qiiv wives ai|d Qhildrea we foaad wjell. Bui 
webavecaase. to fear for oar father at qqr 
returp) Cpr it c^thiqi to theiieart to partwith 
fajsjfouBgesfe SPD.*^ 

'^ Au4 this, is your ypqoger brother of wbpA 
ye spake/^ said he ( /^ God be gracious to thee, 
my SOD. I hope thy father will have no cause 
to be ^orrowful for seadiag tbee hither/' 

H?e.fsaid, but his sijroUen heart could bear ^6 
mojfe. jHe knew not how to keep from Ub 
brother's embrace. Therefore he hasted fnom 
the balli before his bcethreu should perceive 
bis disorder, and sought a private apartment^ 
where he might give vent to the overflowipgii 
of his heart. But that he would prove them, 
whether they reuined the same maligoaat lUs* 
positioa towards ^ec^anun that they had done 
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Jotejph 8|)eYrt l^ii Regard for fiei^amiii. 

towards him, be would, bave rushed to tbc^r 
eiyibrace, apd l^edewed them Mfitb fruteroal 
lears. But| as before^ bi{i fvjsdpm. superseded 
ti]» paifsioDi aod be capceial^d .his aflSeciipn fpr 
tjl^ai till be c^ajfl be ^ati^^ed qf t^eir t€;i;vLper 
yoiWItfd^ 9eili«min. , 

. Having ea^ed bis.^Ifirost bu/sted bosom, by 
the bciay flood be, ^hmi% he washed off the 
tea,i:9 from^s face, f)qd W^n^ jotp dipaejc witb 
the 80D8 of bis father, w,bo. all s^t ,at table 
with him according to seniority, from Reuben 
do^n to 3enjaqiin«, Thus aeate^i^, Joseph sent 
ipesses . from (lefpjre ,biip unto them all, be- 
gioniog at.Bepjj^fi^iip^ apd leaving off al I^evi^ 
of ^bp^e repenUQce be had bad do particular 
proof. $ut Ijttje BeQijaiiun's mess was a five*^ 
fold portiQi), ^ejiigned lo infprm him that be 
had /ound a frieud ip the governor bf Egypt* 
iSp tbey e^te.fmd.dmnk tUi tbey were merry in 
hia presence* 

But Jp9epb, in oirder to prove fheir regard 
tp. his brother Beojamip, cpntriyed to have 
^ijB arrea^te^ as ao offenfler, to see what ap 
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JosepVs Scbetne to try his Brethren's Affection. 

effect It Would have upon them. Accordingly 
he commanded his stewafd/sayingy '*I have 
not yet (done with' these men ; I mast get yon 
to assist me in a^cHcm^virhieb I haved^yised 
to put them to a-mbre close trial than before. 
Go fill their sacks with corn, and put every 
man's money in the mouth of his sack^ and 
take this silver cup of mine, and put it into 
that of the youngest along 'with his corii 
tiiotiey; but do it yburself,* let nof'e be privy 
to it but you imd. me.'' 

They had not Ticen long departed, before 
the steward was comhianded to take a troop 
^flight faorsie lifrd purMritheok/chatge Ihem 
with the theft^ and briftg them back unto the 
governor. Great was their surprise when ihey 
lobked behind Ihein/'and se[w a company of 
armed inen closely pursuing them. They 
stopped their cattle/'and stood still to enquire 
the cause. '^ Is this/' said the steward, ** the 
manner in which ye foreigners requite the 
kindness of my lord i Could not you parjtake 
of his hospitality without stealing tfway his 
plate ? You are possessed of tny lord^s cup, 
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Ttut Steward pursues Jacob's. Sons. 

the silver cap: out of which my i lord driok^^b^ 
^and wherebjr indeed :he diyioetl^r: This, .is 
. baseljr done, to req^uite his goodneis to jqu 
rmth'siicb^I/' i ; ;! 

. ^' I mm amated," said Jud^b^ '^ to bear aaqh 
\4 charge, froos the mouth qf :iDy lord. God 
•forbid that any of the «oa» of; Israel sb^ould 

be guHty of .each baseness i Cposi.der, Sir^ 

.'hawittnlikelyit is that tve. should be guilty 9f 

stealing your lord*s cupi. Whep. ottr,;mpoc(y 

was returned jn our sacks unknown to us, we 

brought It back! fromi tbe laa^.of .Ci^paan. 

Had we been, dishonestly incU^iedi ivhy.kept 

V we it not. to our-sehes i How l;hen , should we 

i^o tor steal from tby tnaster cfithfir silyj^r 9r 

-goldf' But you are welcbme. to.4i$aj[Qbijfi.iui 

satisfy yoorself. And - iL it .be found. wUbjV^# 

he with whom it is found shall. die^ jand 'the 

i^est of us will be content to become bondmen 

to your master." / ' .: 

** Be it so," replied the steward; *' be with 
.whom the cup is found shall, be d^^^ii^^d & 
'.bondman to.my. master^. >ut all the rest niigr 

a IS K 
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The Cap foand aa Benjamin's Sack. 



proceed on their jontnej/' They hasted and 
unladed their cattle^ and the steward began to 
search, beginning at the sacks -of the eldest 
till he came to Benjamin's sack, out of which, 
to their utter confusion, he took his master's 
' silver cup, in the presence of them all, held 
it up, and said, ^^ Are you now; wrongfully 
charged?" In utter despair they jrent their 
clothes, laded their cattle, and returned to the 
tiiyi for they would not go forward without 
their brother Benjamin. 

Joseph was still in the hall, waiting their 
return; and had collected all the sternness he 
was master of into his countenance. '^ What 
is this,'' sdid he, ^^ that you have done i . Dijd 
ypU'^uppose that I could not find out jour 
treachery ? Is it right in you thus to requite 
iny kindness ?" 

They all fell prostrate before him, with their 
faces to the earth ; and Judah with humble 
submission thus addressed him: ^^ Alas I my 
lord, it will be in vain for us to protest our 
iiyiocence, seeing the, cup was found in our 
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Jadah coofetses their former Gnilt. "^ 

possession ; though the God of governors will 
not charge us'wiih putting it there. It is not 
for this, but old iniquity, for which thy ser- 
vants suffer. It is ^iiot thy hand, but that of 
our God, that is uj^tfj^H^ '^ We confess his 
judgments to be just. Ire Sd^mt-tOfhis sen- 
tence, and yi^A •urs^ves bondmen in a 
strange land,,^ Take us, my lord, and dispose 
of us as you please. Farewell, aged and ho- 
nourable Israel ; may A^brabam's God be thy 
divine support, for thou seest thy sons no 
more for ever! Joseph is not, Benjamin is 
convicted of felony, and all thy sons are de- 
termined not to survive his fate. He shall 
not bear the guilt of his brethren alone. Fare- 
well, beloved wives and tender prattling in- 
fants, no more ye fly to the glowing embraces 
of your husbands and parents! Injured 
Joseph! never did the blood of Abel cry 
louder for vengeance than thine doth! £r 
and Onan are both already fallen victims ^to 
avenge thee ; and now all the race of Jacob 
are required. Innocent Benjamin ! why should 
he suffer with his guilty brethren f'' So say- 
k2 
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Joseph determioes to keep BeDJamin a Prisoner. 

ing, his voice was stopped by his rising tfovrow, 
and he poAired forth a flood of repentant and 
grief-ful tears ; and then proceeded, " Keep 
us* not in suspense, my lord; let us know bur 
doom, for we are prepared to meet the tirorst.'' 

" "God forbid that I shomSf do injustice to 
you," said Joseph, " in either potting you to 
death, or keeping you all for bondmen. Only 
he with whom the cup wtis found shall be 
liable to punishment. And* as for the rest of 
you, go ye hope to your father in peace ; and 
come and traffic in the land whenever ye have 
occasion. There is a law of certain and punc- 
tual equity, which ought to be observed by all 
in power'; and that is, on the one hand, not to 
let the offender pass with impunity, nor on the 
other, to punish the innocent, however nearly 
allied to the guilty. I fear God, his law is my 
role; it warrants me to punish delinquency 
ivherever it is found, but forbids me at all to. 
oppress the innocent. You ten are therefore 
at liberty to 'go wh^re you will ; my business 
is alone with the offender.^' 
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Judah's Defence of BeDJamin. 

"Alas! my brother Benjamin/' said Levi, 
" is all ypur prepossession in favour of the 
governor come to this ? How was thy simple 
and honest heart beguiled! O my brother, 
how false was thy dream, that made, as thou 
thoughtest, the governor's friendly embrace 
thrill with a warming glow throughout thy 
whole bosom ! O my brother, my brother ! I 
shall niever return to Canaan without thee.'^ 

Judah came forward, and thus implored the 
chancellor's mercy: "Alas! my lord, spare 
the young man, our brother, from bonds, im- 
prisonment, and d^atb. But for the guilt of 
his brethren, his birth might seem tc^ have 
promised better prospects. Much might be 
tirged in our brother's defence. He is young, 
inexperienced, and has seen but little of the 
world. His conduct has hitherto been un- 
impeacbed'; and merciful governors do not 
usually punish with severity the first fault of 
any delinquent. It might be urged, that the 
lad was not present when the sacks were filled ; 
and there is at least a possibility of the cup 
being conveyed into his sack without his' 
k3 
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kuowMge. NeYerthelesSy as appearances are 
strong against him, we stand not to justify 
onrselYeSy bat rely upon the clemency of my 
lord governor. Although the guilt may ba 
charged but upon one, the punishment must 
of necessity fall upon the whole; for our fate 
is involved in his. AHow me to say it^ for I 
now speak for life or death, that tnercy is the 
brightest perfection of deity, and must there- 
fore be the glory of princes and governors ; 
anger and resentment being passions fitted . 
only for slaves, and narrow, contracted, selfish 
spirits. We have here delivered up ourselves 
to your lordship, and I think it would not be 
for the honour of Egypt, for its governor to 
destroy a number of men, who are willing to 
become indebted for their lives to his mercy 
and favour. You have already relieved us 
when we otherwise must have perished for 
want; be pleased to exercise the same cle- 
mency in bestowing a free pardon upon those 
that are willing to be accounted guilty. What 
if the God of our fathers, whose wisdom is 
unsearchable, and whose judgments are a 
grqat deep, should have suffered your servants 
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Judah's DefieiM^ of Benjamin. 

to fall into these distressing circumstances oa 
purpose to furnish my lord with further op- 
portunity of exercising his virtue. It will^n- 
deed shew a noble disposition in my lord 
governor^ to delight in conferring life and 
mercy, rather than in taking strict vengeance 
for injuries sustained by himself. 

*^ Let my lord assure himself, that it is not 
for our own life and safety that we are thus 
aolicitous. No; life has lost its principal 
charms, since such a reproach is brought upon 
the house of Israel. But it is tenderness for 
a good old father, already bowed down with a 
series of adverse providences; and the loss of 
his children will bring down his honourable 
grey iiairs with sorrow to the grave. I well 
know what I say, my lord. I have felt the 
wringiugs of paternal anguish on the suddea 
loss of my own children. I have seen the 
insupportable sorrow of my father's spirit upon 
the loss of ills Joseph ; and should be be be- 
reaved of. Benjamin, in whom I^is very life if 
wrapt up, it i^ easy, to sqe what will fol^v^ 
Perhaps my lord has an aged^ father alive^ 
nK 4 
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[ Judfth*8 Defence of Benjamin. • ^ > 

Sbf^pose him, my lord^ in the placieof our 
father, and let^'bis hoary haifrs be an fldvoc^te 
for an unhappy youths whose Kfe is in yoor 
hand. Yod have sons, my lord {• froni your 
paternal tenderness to them, conceive what 
our father must feel upon the l6ss of hi& chil- 
dren. There is something sacred in the name, 
of father, therefore the Most, High hath 
chosen it, as one of the endeiaring * names 
whereby he revei^s himself to his people, and 
Inhere by he chooseth'^to- be addressed by them. 
God, your heavenly Father, will certainly re- 
cfuite all the kindness w4)ich you shall shew W 
this youtig mara; aDd unto os. in him^ I (Hray,' 
niy lord, by all that is tender and endearing 
iTi the'bdfids df nature, by all that is amiable 
fti a' liember of soclAy, and by the etidearin^ 
obKgatrons we are all uoder lo the- Father of 
Ihefcies, that ydfu' win spai^e the boy ta be • 
comfort to bis aged parent.- / > 

^' I became hound to restore him to hitf 
father again, and shall hot return without him« 
If be is to die, I ofl^ myself \ti his stead ; or 
if the seutedce is slavery, it is the iatie^ death 
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BeqjaialD endeavoars to reconcile 4iis Brethren to his Fate. 

.■■■■■' . ■ " ■ I ^ 

and slavery are alike to me. In saying this 
I speak but the-sentiments of all my brethren^ 
for they are all determined to stand or fall 
with Benjamiq*'' 

So sayings he cast himself at the governor's 
feet^ and all the rest-after him in joint media- 
tion for;th,eir unhappy brother; all seemingly 
to no purpose. 

Benjamin^ with an amiable serenity^ and 
with a glow of brotherly affection^ said, '' My 
brethren, if the governor^ heart is a stranger 
to pity, I fear not what he can inflict; it is. 
but to die, and he himself cannol escape it. 
But live ye, my brethren; for Israd's sake 
accept the life that is offered to you ; it will 
be some satisfaction to our good father to hear 
that his Benjamin' is innocent of the crime for 
which. he suffers; let me repeat my request^ 
my brethYen, for I fear not death/' • 

With the greatest difficulty Joseph sup-*, 
pressed the ,gusj; of tender affection ready to 
bur^t forifa, isQ f^r as to l^e ^bk, with some 
k5 



908 THE LIFE OF JOSiESPH. 



Simeon and Leri retfolve to rescue Benjamin. 

degree of austerity, to commaod the guard to 
secare the prisoner.^ 

Simeon and Levi sprung from their places, 
drew their well tried swords, rushed between 
the guards and their brother, and with all the 
vehemence of passion cried out, ** If Benja- 
min* dies, he dies neither alone nor unre* 
venged; these swords have been bathed in 
the blood of hundreds and hundreds, and we 
wfn perish ere Benjamii^ dies an unmerited- 
death. The children of Ham shed not Hebrevir 
hldcfSt at free cost. If we must die,. let us sell 
Qur lives as dearly as possible.^ 

" *' Stay your hands upon both sides,'*^ cried 
Joseph ; '^ it is enough. Let all depart the hall 
except the. eleven brethren,'' said he; and all 
departed. Left alone with bis brethren, Joseph 
said, *' I have tried and proved your virtue, 
my 'brethren, and rejoice to see it. I am 
Joseph, your own brother Joseph." He said, 
and burst into tears as he fell upon Benja^nio's 
)>b8om, and wept aloud, that even the Egyp- 
tians heard him. His brethren stood in the 
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Joseph makes himself kaown to his Brethren, 

Utmost ama^zement, and confasion glowed 
upon every countenance. The sight of their 
injured brother realized all the borrocs of their, 
guilt. They durst not approach hiip^; however 
Qiucb thjey. rejoiced at ^seeing him alive. . 

He went to them one by one^ and eaibxaced 
them with ardeat affection ; and in particular 
be assured Simeon and Levi; that their geiier 
rous valour in defence of his brother Benjamia 
bad effectually obliterated .the last remains o£ 
his resentment of their* former conduct tor 
wards him. 

When passion had subsided on both sides^ 
and cooler reason had resumed her govern-^ 
ment^ all being seated in the hall of the 
palace^ Joseph thus harangued them : ■ 

'' My dear brethren, it is impossible for oie 
to. describe the pleasure you have this day 
given we^.by your firm and zealous atta9br 
ment to Beojaipin^ your brother and mine. 
It was not without soo^e ground, as you kadWp, 
jlhat I bad. suspicion of your regacfl to the 
x6 
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Joseph comforts and Chconrages his Brethren. 

descendants of my mother Rachel. To be- 
satisfied' in this^*' I devised the scheme by 
which-your virtue has so eminfentlyjiscovercid- 
itself. Reuben, you deserve^ my 'warmest ac- 
knowledgment for the serrice you. intended 
me at Dothan ; but it had been worse for us 
all^tb-^day, if your. welUmeant Hcheme bad 
Aicbeeded. Whilst I was in the pit, I had a' 
Irision of a fae&venly messengelr, that informed 
me of the mind and will .of God conoernmg 
me,, and perfectly reconciled me to my fate* 
MetBinks the countenances of Simeon and 
Levi are not free from cloudy appreheosioBS* 
O my brethren, dismiss your fears; I should 
"be worse than an infidel, if your generous 
attachment to Benjamin did not wholly riv«t 
yoo in my esteem. Yes, my brethren, I will 
ever confide in the noble resolotion of Simeon 
and Levi. I have seen so much of the hand 
bf my God in my personal affairs, that I have 
really lost sight of second causes ; or I love 
tfaem with the greater tenderness, knowing 
tbat'tbere must be poignant remorse follow 
niSitr evil meanings^ Your meaning was thea 
tivili I acknowledge, bat thq design of God 
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, Joseph comforts and enooarages his Brethren. 
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was good ; aqd I should be exceedingly cgl* 
pable before God, if I did Hot heartily approve; 
of the means by which he has exalted .me. . ; 

: f'l assure yoa^my brethren, that all past iar 
juries, are with me* as if they had. kieyer been^ 
and £ rejoice to see the spiiit. of Abrabamn 
Isaac,, ^gd Jacob, diffusa itself throughout ^11 
his seed. - Here, in this cup of cordial friend* 
ship, let us drink an etemid Oblivion of past^ 
injuries. And now, my bretbreo,'you s^Artiat 
God hath done; but perhaps as yet you know 
not the cause of it. I am h^re: advanced to 
power and .dignity in Egypt ; not fqr my owo 
sake, but for yours, 4ind that of my fatb^r'19 
house, .to preserve mocb. people alive. Tw.q 
years of the faming are ^res^dy pa^t. Last 
year the Nile did not arise to its usual beigbl 
by eight cubits, -and this present year not bj 
twelve cubits. Five years are yet to come> ia 
which there sb^ll bet neither earing nor biarve9t# 
As this is the xmse, it may reconcile you to 
what cannot, be recfifUed or remedied ; and you 
pay see that God overruled your little pre^ 
judices for Israel's good. . Afier you.hav^ r^ 
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Joseph inTites bis Brethren to come and live in Egypt. 

galed yourselves with me a day or two^ I would 
have you return to Jaeob> my father, and tell 
him of all tWbgs that God hath done for me 
in the land of Egypt ; how that he hath made 
tole as a father to Pharaoh, and lord over all 
the land. Tell him> that I invite the whole 
houi^ of Israel down to Egypt^ to sojourn iill 
the famine is over and gone. And, lo, I send 
light carriages by you to carry my. father,' 
your wives, and little ones^ and bring them 
down to me.*' ^ 

By this time it was known in Joseph's pa- 
laoeuhat his brethren were come ; it got wind 
in the streets, and flew like lightning from one 
street to another, till it had spread itself all over 
the metropolis. The inhabitants in general 
were in a rapture of joy, and to testify their 
regard to the lord high chancellor, there were 
bonfires made in every opening, bells ringing, 
waterworks playing, and every other demon- 
stration of joy that those ancient times ad- 
mitted of. And even Pharaoh himself rejoiced 
to hear of the brethren of his favourite being 
arrived at Memphis. * 
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Joseph introdiices his Sons to his Brethren. 



Now Joseph, commanded Maoasseb and 
Ephraim to b^ brought before him, acd pre- 
sented them to their eleven uncles r and the 
fair Asenah greatly rejoiced in having found 
such a number of heroic brethren. Pharaoh 
commanded Joseph to send suitable provisioni 
Bnd carriages for Jacob and hts children, and 
from the monarch himself to invite him to 
come to Egypt, and assure him of protection 
and provision all the time the famine should 
last. This the considerate monarch did, to 
prevent any envious mrnd from reflecting on 
Joseph, for any kindness shewn to the house*' 
hold of Israel. ^ 

Having regaled themselves two days witfai 
Joseph, and seen every thing curious and>a* 
luable in the metropolis, he sent them away^ 
after he had given them friendly advice. 

After supper, the evening before they begaa 
their journey, Joseph thus addressed them: 
^* My dear brethren, you are ndw going to 
irisit the best and naost honourable of fathers^ 
to bring him the naexpected news of having 
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■ Joseph addresses his Brethren* 

found his son, who has bieea so Ipng lost. 
You will be .prudent enough^ I hope, to take 
care: how .you divulge the matter to him, lest 
the news, of mjf life should: prove as fatal to 
him, as the former fiew.9 ^f my death ha4 
been.likely to.hav^ done; let it ;be done with 
caution, and by little and little.. In all pror 
hability you will find yourselves iipder ^ ne« 
cessity of disclosing the whole of the former 
plot against me, in order to aocount for my 
being yet alive. But, my brethren, beware of 
reflecting upon each other's conduct ; remem- 
ber that the hand of God was in it. I sympa- 
thize with you, my brother Judah, under the 
heavy loss of my youthful nephews; but I 
foresee that Judah ^hall yet be great, in the 
house of his father, and they shall descend 
from Judah who are destined to rule. Let all 
thoughts of past .things be. for ever banished 
from your minds, and cultivate amongst your- 
selves the strictest amity and friendship. 
Whilst you stand by one another^ as you all 
nobly did the other day. by my brother Ben- 
jamin, no power on earth shall overcome you; 
but if you should disagree among yourselves^ 
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Joseph gives Money and Baimeat to his Brethren. 

you would bei^ome an easy prey to ^ery 
enemy. Ye depart to-morrow ; but let me not 
send you empty away: you will be pleased to 
accept of this as a small token of my regard 
to the children of my father." So saying, 
he presented each of them with a goodly sam 
of money and changes of raiment; but Ben* 
jamin's present was three times as valuable as 
any of the rest. He likewise sent ten beasts 
4)f burden laden with the best things of Egypt, 
as a present to his honourable father; and 
other ten laden with healthful and delicate 
provision for them all by the way: then he 
Uessed them, took his leave of them, and re- 
tired to communicate the whole adventure io 
Asenab^ his beloved consort. 
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BOOK VIIL 



The venerablie patriarchy impatieDt for Wt 
sons' return, and solicitoiis for Benjamin's wel- 
fiire, stood upon ain emineDce, near his rural 
dwelling/with his sanguine eye intently fixed 
upon the way of Egypt. When he beheld 
his sons afat off, and as fast as feeble age 
"Would admit, he hasted to embrace them. 
'Have my sons, said he in hrshe^rt, found 
favour with the governor of Egypt, thai tbey 
'are safely and timely arrived ? Blessed be the 
^<5od of my fathers, who so grdciously has re*- 
turned you all, my sons/ to my longing em- 
brace; and blessed be thie man, the Tord of the 
land, who d^alt friendly with tender ^enjamid. 
Thiis the good old man vented the gratitude 
of his hearty whilst his sons drew near and 
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Jacob enquint what befel his Sou. 

unladed their cattle. Very prudently had they 
left the carriages behind at a distance, under 
proper conductors, that their father's surprise 
might he the less, until they had gently in- 
sinuated th^ rapturous news iqto his iaged ear* 
Every thing arrived, cattle, servants, and 
stores disposed of properly, till a fit opportu- 
nity, the sons presented themselves befora 
their venerable parent, to join him in offering 
np an evening oblation to that God who had 
led them forth in peace, and brought them 
home in safety ; for in the days of yore the 
pious race delighted to acknowledge God for 
every benefit. The solemn service devondy 
attended to, whilst gratitude and humble ado- 
rations ascended with the smoke of the in- 
cense, the patriarch assembled all his family, 
sons, daughters, and grandchildren, and with 
an excess of paternal fondness embraced them 
all again, and enquired after what had befallea 
them since their departure for Egypt* ** Come, 
Judah," said he, "you became surety for your 
brother Benjamin ; tell me, my son, by what 
means you have been enabled to fulfil year 
engagement**' j 



I 
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Jadah relates tho Oaremor't Kindness. 

m 

^^ My father/' replied Jodab^ ^* it is with 
pleasare I can inform yon that we had a safe 
and pleasant journey down to Egypt ; and as 
soon as we arrived there, we. were conducted 
.to the presence of the governor, whom we 
ifoond to be a sensible and humane person, 
•capable of feeling the distresses of bis fellow- 
-creatures. As soon as he had, by proper en- 
iquiry, found that we had fulfilled our agree- 
ment with him, he forthwith ordered our 
brother Simeon to be released and delivered 
' unto us. He asked with a great deal of affeo* 
•tioQ after our welfare 'in our absence; in pat- 
.ticular for our aged father^ our wives and 
tender offspring; m short, beseemed to interest 
•himself in our •concenis as much as if he had 
-been our brother. You cannot think, my 
.father, with what delight he gassed upon, and 
with what affection he embraced, our brother 
Benjamin. He not only returned our money 
'.for our corn, but has been pleased to bestow 
a.sum and a suit of apparel upon each of us; 
and unto Benjamin he has given three hun- 
dred pieces of silver, and five suits of rich 
apparel ; besides a very rich and ?aluable pre- 
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Jacob's ThankfBlness f*r tbe l3»Teriior't Kindness. 

(j^DiC which lie has seat for yoo, my falher, 
and which shall j»e laid before you Ip-inomrow 
^moxningv" • i-*-- ..m. " ■■ 'S r •■. 

v^vBkssed be the Lord. God/' said Jacob, 
/^jwho gave you such. favour in theisigbiof 
4he man.riADd, oh^ may all ^his kiodoess. to jou, 
4»y sons, and to your father's house, be 2e- 
turned tenfold. unio him by the almighty God 
jof* Jacob.: How causeless were. my fears for 
!yoa, my Benjamin ! Ho«r did^my heart treoi- 
-ble to think that peradventur^eviLmig-ht'biefal 
•you ! And I concliided, my son, that I could 
not survive the loss of you. But yon = know, 
mjr sons, that.my loss of Joseph. might reasos* 
ably make me more fearful than otherwise I 
might h&ve'^been. 1 loved *him for his mo- 
ther's sake, I saw abubdanoe' of exceliepces in 
hisopening genius, and' I thought I could see 
a spirit of prophesy in the dreams. he. related 
to us. Yet after all these things, Joseph was 
•torn to pieces." 

■^ No, my fatber,'f replied Simeon, " Joseph 
was ifiot torn to pieces. It shall J>^ my part 



THE LITE OF JOSEPH. £lf 

Simeon confesses their former Treachery to Joseph. 

now to reveal a mystery of iniquity^ which 
venerable Israel never could suspect his sons 
to have been guilty of. His dreams, my father, 
fired the hearts of his brethren with jealousy ; 
rnd foreseeing that if he lived in Canaan we 
• ^■^uld become subject to him, we conspired 

i(|5^"^^ b'"^ ^^ ^'^7 ^>"^* "^^'^ ^^^ indeed our 
first purpose, for I have now such a sense of 
the evil of our proceedings, that I will not at- 
tempt to extenuate tbem. Reuben alone op- 
posed the horrid deed, and thereby exposed 
himself to danger. Our purpose, however, 
was overruled, and instead of putting hitn 
to death, we soM him to some Midiabitish 
merchants. The doat dipt in blood was a 
contrivance of ours, to hide ourselves from a 
suspicion of ^uilt. O Sir ! accuse not your 
sons, for it has cost us (tear. Our guilt has 
produced the keenest remorse, and we cannot 
bear the frowns of an injured father." — " But . 
Joseph is not, Simeon," said the patriarch. 
" I am bereaved of my Joseph, and what res- 
titution can you make? Though not torn in 
pieces, as I supposed, he may be enslaved in 
some foreign country, where I shall never em- 
i 18 L 
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. . Jpdah informs Jacob ^ Joseph's being, alive. 

braqe him." — ^* No, Sir," replied Judab^ " he 
k not enslared ; we have seen him, we have 
embraced him^ and. have conversed with^ him* 
He it is that is lord ovc;r all the Egyptian 
monarchy."— ^" Oh, what do you tell me?" 
replied the patriarch, and aunk down in kigr 
ohair. A little come to himself> said ^g^ 
^ Does Joseph live i Can- it be^ipossible ! If he 
lives, oh^ that these withered arn^s could grasp 
hiip !" — ^' Yes^ my father," returned* Benjamin^ 
" he lives; Joseph, my brother, live&!. (^ em- 
braced him. He wept upon my neck, andil 
on his ; and he sends you an invitation by me 
to come and sojourn with him- in Egypt- till 
the famine is gpne; which he assures us will 
be five times twelve months." 

" O Benjamin, what do you. say ? Are yoa 
assured that you now speak the truth? I saa» 
his many coloured coat, torn ini pieces and 
smeared with his blood* How then can he yet 
live ?^' — ** Remember,, my father," said Ben- 
jaiAin, '^ what Simeon has just now declared, . 
that they killed a young goat, and dipt the 
ooat in the blood thereof, rent it>anddtQlivered 
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Jacob's Joy at tbe Prospect of seeing Joseph. 

in toybu^Diyrfiither;. SO that Joseph lives^add-- 
is lord governor of all tbe kiDgdom<of £gypU» 
He hath besides sent waggons and other light 
carriages, my father, to- convey y^u and ybtKs 
down intd the land of Egypt; for he tells u^ 
that there are yet five jNlars niojre.of tbe^famin^' 
to>cOmey in which there shall be. neither earing, 
nor reaping." 

*^ That he Hires I am thaUkftil foF^,/' rej^ied* 
the patriarcb;. '^ aa te his grandeur^ it a0e«W 
nke not;, but Joseph' lives> that is: enough* Ii 
will spend the small r€iaiaio$'of life io taking, 
a journey to embrace my son before I d^^. 
My Joseph) how have I wdptavev thy death,/ 
my- SOB \ But, ,0 my God^let. me. bat e^brs^v^ei 
him, and I soon forget aU the sorrow su&taimed^ 
upon: bis account. Yes,.- J<>sepb, I come to* 
see thee^.my sdQfc Israel cbmies to bo<w him* 
self down upon th^ neok of him who- was-, 
separated from his brethren. Make ready, 
my sons, fdx oiiT speedy departure. The lamp 
of nature is already with me reeling in the. 
socket;, what L do must be quiokly dpne, lest 
death prevent me. Bur> O my s^ons, for your, 
l2 
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Jacob hesitates about accepting Joseph's iDvitation. 



sakes, and the sake of my graadcbildren, I 
^read to embrace my Joseph's invitation." 

" What objections. Sir, can you have to it ? 
There is plenty in all the land of Egypt. 
There is corn, wine, and oil, treasured up by 
Joseph's provident care," said Reuben. ** It 
is that very plenty I dread, my son; and that 
I fear may be as injurious to ^your morals, as 
the famine might have been to your families. 
What, if the abundance' of corn and flesh ' 
reported to be there, should incline my seed: 
to settle in that strange land, and do what they 
can to frustrate the Lord's design of putting 
you and your children in the lanid of CaQaan. 
I fear for you, my ohildren; you are young, 
and can relish the pleasures of sense. Were 
I to go alone and visit my son, the danger 
might be less ; as I am old, and the pleasure 
of enjoyment is departed from me.'| 

Jacob however could not resist the impor- 
tunity of his sons, especially Benjamin, who 
pleaded hard that he might go and spead 'his 
days near his brother Joseph. " Well, my 
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A Vision appears to Jacob. 

children^ I go/* said be ; " but I adjure jou by 
the greatest of names^ tbat ye entertain no 
thoughts of settling in Egypt^ nor of mixing 
yourselves with the children of Ham." 

So, early next morning, he arose, he and 
his sonsj, and his sons' wives and children, and 
departed from the neighbourhood of Shalem, 
having first offered a morning sacrifice upon 
the altar Elelohe-Israel, and that day reached 
the well of the oath, where he pitched his tent, 
and rested that night in the grove which 
Abraham planted, and where he was accus- 
, tomed to offer up bis devotions, morning and 
evening, to the. Lord his God. Here also the 
journeying patriarch, with his family, offered 
sacrifices unto and invoked the unutterable 
name of Jacob's God. And, lo ! in the second 
watch of the night, the tent of Israel was 
irradiate with celestial brightness, far sur- 
passing the . sun in his strength, and a voice 
not foreign to Jacob's ear was heard to cry 
aloud, ^< Jacob, Ji^cob." The raptured parent 
of the chosen race replied, ** Here am I; speak^ 
Lord, for thy servant heareth." 
l3 
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Jacob is^ncovfag^ by : the Vision. 

The voice pepli«d, ^^Fear not^ Jacab^^for JL 

am HbyGod^ tbeiGod.of iby fathers Abcabam 

^Dd kaac. i 'haye^eeR .all tby solicitude *fbr 

thy cbildrau'^ welfare, and approve 3^7 piooa 

regard for the promise of thy God, But 

*lc«owy Q Jadobytthat it^as i|by God ^ho se- 

»5^aled Joseph from 'thine <embraoe, ?to make 

•him a~^ nursing father to the bouse lof Isi^ael. 

1 bave^given bim glofj, wealth, >and power, ia 

"^the ]aad. of Egypt, for thy i»ke, Jacob ; that 

'by -bis' meane il fiiay save the people of toy 

^covenstnt. iFew not, tberefdfe, to carry thy 

se^ dowfi lYRto tbatiland'Of plenty., En^ea 

tbere shaltthoa meet with thy God^O Israel ;. 

-for I iii^illgo downwhb tlwei and for thy sake 

will visit Egypt. There will I gfQatly tmultiply 

thy seed, and fulfil dl «bat >I 6pake unto 

Abrdbam concerning tbem. When I JiaiRe 

made of ihee a great nation, I Will bring ^by 

seed forth with wonders and ai^ghs in the 

bearens above, and in the earth below; yea, 

whh a migbty and strietched out arm will I 

• save thy seed, Jacob. As for riiee, ihou Aak 

>^ie in a'good<yId age, 'in a strange land. And 

. thy exiled son sbaN bedaw tby l^ed with ieaxs 



THS £IF£ OF JOSEPH. 22S 

Joseph meets his Father at Hieropdis. 

of filial BOTTOw, and close thine ejes id death. 
Accept therefore of Joseph's invitation^ and 
go into Egypt^ relying on the promises, and 
confident of the presence and protectio^^ of 
ihe-God pf thy fathers/' Thus aaid, the vision 
depai^ted. 

In the morning Jacob aroAe^ took his son^ 
and daughters and their little oHes^ their cattle^ 
and all the goods which they had procured im 
the land of Canaan, and journied towards 
Egypt. Greatly invigorated by the late vision^ 
the patriarch proceeded cheerfully on his jour- 
ney^ till got about half way between ShecheoA 
and Memphis, when -he dispatched Judah and 
Napthali to court, to inform Joseph of his 
Other's approach.; and be, on hispadrt^inune- 
dia tely set out with :a mamerous triu n of obe* 
dient servanlis te meet him, and the better to ^ 
expedite the jornrney K>f ithe Hebrew caravan* 
They met at the city Hieropolis, where Joseph 
was well known, and regarded as the saviour 
of Egypt. Both father and son had endea- 
moured upon their journey to fortify their 
hearts for the expected interview; yet, do 
l4 
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The Joy of Jacob and Joseph at Meeting. 

what they would, tbey coold not restrain na- 
ture from breaking through all the injunctions 
of reason. Joseph with lowly reverence ad- 
vanced, fell down at his father^s feet^ and 
would have asked his blessing ; but as his soul 
had not power to give action to his lips^ Jacob 
would have raised up his son ; but being over- 
come with rajpturous joy, he sunk down beside 
him with his head upon Joseph's, and thus 
for a season father and 'son both continued 
speechless, to the great fear and surprise of 
all the kindred company, lest such a tide of « 
joy, bursting in upon their hearts, should 
throw the wheels of nature off from the axis^ 
and prove fatal to* their desirable lives. At 
length each labouring heart vepted itself in a 
flood of tears, which the father shed upon the 
son, and the son upon the father. When the 
vise of speech was regained, nothing was to be^ 
heard, but, O my son ! O my father ! my son ! 
my father! till the tide of passion began to* 
abate; then both hearts were lifted up with 
grateful, with heartfelt acknowledgments of 
the goodness of God's holy providence, that 
had blest them with a once unexpected inter- 
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I JoMph preaeots five of his Brethren to the King. 



view. Loosed from his father's leinbrace, he 
flies to tfae.amia of his brothers' wives, and, 
ph, what endearing caresses were there ber 
twixt him and them. O my Joseph! mj 
Shuah .^ my Joseph! my Tamar! my Joseph! 
my Zillah ! &c. was all the cry; and thug 
would they have gone on in exchanging 
endearing caresses till the sun had gone 
down, if Judah had not p,ut them in mind 
of the expediency of proceeding on their 
journey. 

It was agreed that Jacob and his company 
should come on by easy marches, as theif 
strength and the nature of their charge would 
•best admit of; and that Joseph and some of 
his brethren should go forward to Memphi4> 
and inform his' majesty of the patriarch's 
arrival. Accordingly he chose five of hi« 
brethren and departed ; and as soon as arrived, 
he presented them to the king, who rejoiced 
exceedingly at their arrival. If Egypt, said 
he, has been such a gainer by having only ona 
of the Hebrew lineage, what vast advantages 
must accrue to the land by having all tbn 
J. 5 
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Cunily of Israel io itis posaefision. ^^ What are 
jfour Beveiial oocnpatioas^ my Me^ds ?"; said 
bis majesTty. Joseph dreplied for hb bnetfari^^ 
^May it pleaye your 'majesty^ <iny .brelhrea 
BJce all sfaepiherds. From tbeir y<aaitb up^itherr 
mvbole bosioess has been aboat cattle." Jos^h 
jphose to answer for thenij partly, that by his 
^answer he might pave a wayibr their dwielling 
kk ^Goshen ahogetl^er with their father^ «epa^ 
l«ted from tiie Egyptians ; aod parlly, to pre- 
vent Pharaoh from conferring upoa Hi/em 
honours of state^ or employing them in oiat- 
ters of government^ to the dissatisfaction of 
the Egyptians* 

'^ Then, Joseph," said the kiog, " if yotur 
brethren af^e shepherds, I would have you £x 
<tbem ici a plaoe where they are .most likely to 
£ ad pastures far tbeir flocks. What tbiiUc 
you of Gosbeo, Joseph ?"—** Above :ail ptac^, 
if it isyoor maj^aty's pleasure,! would obooste 
»ljU>sben for their residence."-*^" Very welJ,*' 
«8aid the king, ^' let them dwell in Goshen. 
And yott sihaU bave letters utider the aiga 
^nanttaly «a your atitbarity .for so lioiug." 
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ioa^h^pffisenU hn Eather to the Kiog. 

Wbea Jacob aod his family arrived At 
Memphis, the/ were seat to Goshen, where 
the good old prinoe Potipherab wailed their 
enrival, ai»d had provided suitable ^ceommo^ 
dations for them ia the city of Heilopolis« 
Jacob wcAt into Joseph's palace, was most 
affectionately received by the Princess Asenah, 
who b^inbly begged the .patriarchal blessing 
on her knees. Manasseh and Ephraim like- 
wise «a«De and caressed their venerable grand- 
faiber, who pressed them to his glowing 
bofiom. 

■>'.'. 
Refreshment after so long a journey, and. 

balmy rest, had a little re-animated his feeble 

frame. Joseph took his venerable father and 

presented him to the king, who was struck 

with aolemtn awe at the ina^esty of the patri- 

arch's persoo. He continued speechless for a 

time, till Jacob himself brpke silence in the 

f$)lIowiog speech: '* Blessed be the Lord, the 

God of heaven and earth, that ha^ raised up 

Pharaoh to be at this day a nursing father to 

many nations. And blessed be Pharaoh of 

the Lord my God, who has shewed regard to 

l6 
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Conyenation between JfiM and Pharaofa. 

my banished Jpseph, and unto the seed of 
Israel for Joseph's sake. May thy reign be 
long and prosperous^ and heaven-inspired 
peace be the possessor of thy royal breaat: 
and may that God by whom thou now reignest, 
bestow upon thee a crown of righteousness iii 
the eternal skies^ when thou art called to leave 
this' uncertain diadem to thy next successor.'* 
— ** For Joseph's sake/' replied the king, " I 
embrace his father, and bid him welcome at 
the court of Memphis. But I pray thee^ 
reverend old man, may I be so free as tp ask 
thine age? I remember not that my eyes were 
ever struck with such a venerable form." 

The patriarch replied, "But few and evil 
have been the days of the years of my pil- 
grimage : I am now in the hundred and thir- 
tieth year of my age ; but the many sorrows 
interwoven in my lot, the cross providences 
under whii^h I have grieved, have drawn old 
age upon me before the time/' 

The astonished monarch replied, ** What ! 
do you Qoi account an fa«HKked and thirty 
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Cooverslttioa between Jacob and Pharaoh. 

yeiars an old age P We should think it a very 
extraordinary thing to see a person live so 
long in Egypt'*—" O king/* answered Jacobs 
"to some it may appear an old age^ but uoto 
me, whose ancestors, father and grandfather, 
lived beyond an hundred and seventy years. 
It appears otherwise. Abraham^ my grand* 
father, lived to the age of an hundred and 
seventy-five; and Isaac, my own father, to an 
hundred and eighty-five; so that I have not 

attained to the lives of my fathers.'^ 

* 

" Abraham !** said the king, with some sur- 
prise; "we have a tradition concerning one 
Abraham, a private man, who overthrew the 
united stren^h of several kings. Are you a 
descendant of his? If so, I should be glad to 
have an account of the truth of this aflFair. 
As I have always considered it as almost past 
belief, I have given but little credit to it.*' 

"It is no fiction, my lord," returned the 
patriarchr; " the case was this : In the days 
of Amraphel, king of Assyria, he, with other 
princes in alliance ynhh him, made war with 
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ComcreattoD bet ween JMob md Pvharaoh. 

BiBFg^ .kJDg of SodpiB> aA4 tbe, princes id lUlU 
Mce Mritb bim ; fouT kipgs joioed tbeir forces 
together, and ioet the five;kiag8 of Sodom, Go» 
morrahi^i&c. w the xrale of Saddim, where they 
routed the army of the SodoB^teSj^ add made 
$ixch a slaughter amon^^t theoii thajt they, 
findiog themseJv'es imable to makehead against 
the enemy, were K>blig€d .so »^e for peace; 
which could not be obtained but upon con- 
dition of becoming tributary to the conquerors. 
This they were obliged tp submit to, however 
reluctantly. Twelve years they paid the sti- 
pulated sum; and in tlw thirleenih year, sup- 
posing themselves in a condition to resist, 
ibey refused to pay it any longer. Wherefore 
the confederated Assyrians came,, again under 
arms and ravaged all the cou9 tries in friend- 
ship with Spdpm and Gomorrah, &c* The 
Rephaims, Zu?ini8, Emims, Horites, Amale- 
kid^, and Amocites, felt the severity of their 
rage. At last the kings of Sodom having 
levied a numerous army, went forth against 
them, and joined battle in the valley of Brim- 
stone-pits, But, as before, the effeminate in- 
habitants of Spdo»,fcc. qpuU not stand beferie 
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(the mrarlike Assyrians. Many of ih^m fdl m 
•the flcti^Di and the f est were totaUj routed, 
JS^om plondoRed {tnd sackejd, and Lot, Ai)Ka>- 
hdiB's nephew^ was carri^ away captiiw. As 
AOOQ as my grattdfatber beard ofhis kw^man*s 
captbvity, resolving upon his redemption, be 
jirmed three hundred and eighteen valiant 
young inen,l)Qrii in his own house, and pniirsujed 
them upto Dan, where he fouad.iheBS in a 
oareless And secure manner, r iotiiig upon the 
-spoils of ^ their Jate conquest.' Sable nigb^, 
enyelopiHg the land of darku^ss^ greatJy fa- 
voured bis design; he divided his. little army 
into tliree €X>nLpaiiie3, two of wiiich were or- 
;dered to fetch a camp^iss round and attack the 
eamp at different places, whilst Abcaham at- 
tached it on the side next unto bim. No 
sooner had conatecnaiion spread it^lf among 
the Assyrians, than . Lot heard and koeir the 
iroiceof the Hebrews. They fi.et all the pri- 
soners at liberty, and clothed them with the 
armour of the slaughtered Assyrians. When 
joining with Abraham's Hebrews, they dealt 
destrudion throughout the whole .camp, and 
ifatuiaands of the enemy bit the .gfX)nnd in^ 
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CoaTersation between Jacob atid Pharaoh. 

death. Those that escaped put of theies^t> 
bought for safety in flighty and were pursued 
as far as Damascus ; so effect4]ally did Abra- 
ham, follow his blow, that he rescued from the 
spoilers every prisoneri and all the goods of 
whioh they had plundered the sacked cities^ 
, and utterly destroyed the four depjedating 
tyrants."—" It was always, my opinion," said 
the monarch, " that Joseph was desQended of 
illustrious ancestors, and your account of 
Abraham sufficiently confirms it. Your fa- 
mily, my good old friend, has provided a 
saviour for Egypt, in the person of Joseph, 
and it is the least thing we can do in return, 
to take care of his father's house during the 
scarcity. Go, good old man, and dwell in the 
land, the best of it is before you. And you, 
Joseph, know it is the will of your king, that 
you amply provide for all your father's family, 
and appoint their dwelling most agreeable to 
their own inclinations.'^ 

The severity of the famine was now felt in 
every part of the land, and no provision was 
to be met with but what was drawn from 
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The Famine ended. 

Joseph's granaries ; whereby the king's ex- 
chequer became immensely rich. For first he 
gathered op allahe money in Egypt in ex- 
change for his corn ; when money failed, he 
received their cattle instead thereof; and when 
their cattle were all become the king's pro* 
perty, they brought their slaves and bondmen, 
and exchanged them for corn. Then they 
sold every man bis landed estate to procure 
bread for their months, and at last they gave 
up themselves for bondmen and bondwomen 
unto Pharaoh, in consideration of being fed 
with necessary food. Thus the whole land of 
Egypt, and all that it contained^ became Pha- 
raoh's property, and no subject had any thing 
left which he could call his own. 

The seventh year of the famine elapsed, 
Joseph issued a proclamation, inviting every 
person to take possession of his alienated 
estate, to come and receive seed corn at the 
king's granaries, wherewithal to sow their 
fields. Now he returped to every man his 
horses, camels, and black cattle, and all that 
the famine occasioned them to part with, ex- 
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Joseph restores thie JBgyptians to> their Estates. 

cept th^r money. Qaly requiring that the 
fifth part of the iotsrease of all their lands 
sboald be faithfully delivered up at the royal 
HlUgazjioes. But jsurely never wfsre people 
mote astonished than at this uaexpected res- 
titution of their estates, and restoration of 
their liberty, after they and all that they .bad 
V€ure beeome the sole property of , the king. 
And never viras moorarch better pleased with 
the conduct of a minister than Bharaoh was, 
t^ sise his people,, by Joseph's wisdom and 
moderation^ freed from slavery, in a manner 
which secured the lasting dignity and affluence 
of the -crown. To the mutual satisfaction of 
both prince and peo^e, it was established by. 
an act of state into a law, that the {people 
should enjoy their possessions unmolested, 
.and that the fifth pant of <aU increase jshould 
te PJbaraoh's for ev.€;r. , 

It' was now that Sabrina, the wife of Poti- 
jihar, was taken sick unto death ; and as ^be 
ibund herself confirmed in her virtue, she 
ventured to request a visit of Joaej^h, that 
^e might have an opportunity to ^aniosa 
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SabriDa on her Death-bed -implores ForgiTeneaa of Joseph. 

'her folly to him in the presence of ^r hus- 
band^ and implore forgiveness for the injiuries 
he had sustained upon her account. 

'*' O Joseph l^ 9aid she, *' it is less shame to 
'confess a cf imetb^n to be guilty of it. I need 
mot repeat. -(be baseness* of my former guih to 
you, who have been so feelingly 'Senarble; I 
'Wanted you *iK>w that I mightvutibosom myself 
/to you, 'in the presence of my worthy lord, 
before ll die. I adbire that virtue which made 
*you resiat 'the temptation I 'laid for you. Jt 
*\kAB tot some years been the object :<if my 
imitation, and! 'ibink I have'fdt sometbtilg 
*of its sweetness. =1 can tell you, that,, had 
-you comf^hed with 'my>wUd and unlawful de- 
sires, you would now ilftve'been the object of 
iiiy ia version, Jose^, eireii as you yourself 
foretold. But, oh ! the virtue .and honour were 
dll yours, an'd the guilt, ^^hame, and confusion 
irryowii. And can my 4ordobaUGel]or indeed 
foi^Hre ^ho baseness of a woman who then 
criminally loved him to distraction f May 
'Satbrina 'hope that she dies under the friend- 
ship of injured Josephs That all vesentment 
is departed froA his geaerous bosom, and 
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Joseph forgives and comforts Sabrina. 

that he can freely forgive his most violent 
persecutor?" 

" Madam," replied Joseph, " my mind is a 
stranger to resentment; and was so from the 
first; even when I felt most the power of 
your revenge, you were the object of my 
warmest pity. I felt it as an evil of affliction, 
which it was better to submit to, than to an 
evjl of sin. I judged that the omnipresent 
God would by sotue means britig good out of 
u to me, and therefore I cheerfully endured 
it. It would, madam, be impious in a high 
degree, did I forget the means by* which my 
Gk)d has advanced me to power ; and it woold 
.be little less than devilish^ to retain revenge 
against the instruments he might see meet to 
make use of. By your mean^^ madam, I was 
cast into prison, where I met with the butler 
and baker ; where also I £rst saw my lovely 
Asenah. By their means I was made known 
unto Pharaoh, by whose goodness I was raised 
io power ; so that from the great good arising 
to me from the little inconvenience I suffered 
through my then misled mistress, I should be 
svorse than an infidel, if I did not from my 
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Jo8q>h meets with Alrali in Distress. 



heart forgive the lady Sabrina. I rejoiced to 
hear of your virtue returniog to its course^aod 
your affections settled upon their proper ob- 
ject, an^d I now rejoice to see you in this 
penitent frame of spirit; for whosoever confess 
and forsake their sins, shall find mercy," 

- When Joseph returned home, he found a 
{ioor man at his gate, soliciting relief of his 
servants. By his appearance it seemed that 
he had heretofore been blessed with better, 
days, for even the ruin was noble. The ser- 
vants had each of them contributed liberally, 
and amongst them had made him up a purse" 
of fi&jr pieces, and besides recommended him 
to the consideration of their lord. Joseph's: 
humanity was such, that he never shut his 
door upon the poor and needy ; yet seldom did 
he relieve before he. had properly enquired 
with tenderdess into the case, always observ- 
ing this rule, to pdt the suppliant to as httle. 
pain as possible. 

The stranger being introduced into the go- 
vernor's presence, he was desired to give some 
account of the cause of^hls misfortunes. 
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Alfah relates tils MisfortuneSi 

'' I am by birth/' said he^ " an Ishtnadite>. 
wha tradedfrom the land of Gilead.to Bgjpt^. 
Itr is some few years since, that having^.^eatly 
increased oiy substance^ and- add^df to .thei. 
Domberof my servant^,; I ventured to separate; 
myself from^iiie caravan^ with which I usudJy 
bad travelled; supposing I could make greater 
expedition) when alone than when tied to, the 
roles of the company. But I soon found that, 
he who maketh haste to b^ rich, shall presentiy 
come to'poverty ; for the very first journey I 
made with my own household train, I was be*- 
set oa a. fatal night by a band of thievish' 
Arabs', against* whom I was notable to make 
head* All my merchandise warn seised^ myc^if 
and servants taken prisoners, and basely treated 
whilst I continued with them. On the. third 
night I found an opportunity of making my 
escape, which I effected, although not without 
danger. In the night I travelled, being well 
acquainted: with the wilderness, and; tfaroughi 
the day I lurked in some lonesome thicket till 
I got within the borders of Egypt; when I 
made the best of my way towards the metro- 
polis, expecting to find- relief in those who 
stood indebted to me. {<>t merohandise. before 
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Joseph discovers bimself to Alvah. 

.then received. But, aids! I found there was 
such an universal insolvency among my chap- 
men, that I could obtain no relief at their 
hands. The late famine, my lord, disables . 
many an honest man from'paj'ing his just 
debts. I have been seeking throughout the 
capital), and: all. the neigfaboaring towns, fos 
an amiable yating W^Qg an Hebrew, whom I 
brought down infot Egypt^. and sold to hi» 
lordship the genera), near twenty y.eiars ag<>*. 
As I am persuaded, that if he lives, he fill» 
sonde high department; couldf I m^et withr 
bini, I doubt not but I sbt)uld find a friend ia 
the time of my necessity." 

*' What is your name, my friend ?" said the 
governor; " and what was the n$me of the 
young Hebrew ?" — *' My name,'' replied he, 
'^is Alvah; and my friend's name was Joseph, 
the son of Jacob." — " I am Joseph," returned 
the governor. " You have found your Joseph, 
your young Hebrew, and* P will befriend you, 
Alv^h." He said, and flew to his friend's em- 
brace, saying, "O my Alvah! my friend, I 
grieve for your distresses, yet I rejoice that it 
is in the power of my hand to help you. But 
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Joseph requites Alvah*s former KtDdness to hiin. 



let me first pay my justdebts^ by returning 
the money you forced upon me at our parting, 
Alvah." Here be ordered seven hundred pieced 
to be counted down, and said, '' I insist lipoii 
it, if you love me, my friend, that you will ac- 
cept of this as principal and interest, without 
niaking any words at all about it. And do 
give me a just state of all the debts owing to 
you by the Egyptians, and I will be your pay- 
master, Alvah." Overwhelmed with gratitude, 
the good old Ishmaelite could not speak a 
word. He hardly knew whether the whole 
was not a dream. At last he gave vent to the 
swellings of his heart, by shedding a flood of 
tears. Then said, '^ Blessed be God I have 
found you, my son, and yoli are Joseph still. 
Riches and grandeur have not divorced virtue 
from your noble mind." '' 
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